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From the President 

Welcome to the summer 2014/15 edition 
of Weedshine. At the end of 2014, 
we held our 40th Society AGM. We 
celebrated the Society’s achievements 
and marvelled at the way it has grown 
from small but vigorous beginnings in 
the 1970s into what we know today. We 
also farewelled Dorean Erhart from the 
President’s role, and I’d like to use my 
own first President’s Report to highlight 
some of the important changes, activities and 
achievements that have occurred under her 
assured leadership. We all thank Dorean for giving 
so much of her time and effort over the last two 
years.

Dorean has been a confident, charismatic, and 
conscientious President. The executive committee 
will miss her contributions, both sensible and 
amusing – although for the next twelve months we 
will be making her stick around as Immediate Past 
President. During Dorean’s very productive term at 
the helm, the Society has:
•	 developed, implemented and acted on an 

advocacy policy;
•	 organised responses to the Senate biosecurity 

inquiry, become a member of the Invasive 
Plants and Animals Committee, and 
contributed to the Pest Animal Summit;

•	 sponsored a session at the 2014 Australasian 
Vertebrate Pest Conference and other 
regional weeds and pest animal related 
forums; 

•	        delivered an excellent Queensland   
Weed Symposium at Hervey Bay;

•	  recognised the achievements of 
members and students through 
regular travel, student, and other 
Awards;

•	  begun forays into social media with 
the introduction of a Twitter account, 
developed a new, modern logo, 

and begun the process of a serious 
website revamp; and

•	 retained steady membership numbers and a 
very strong financial position.

The Weed Society of Queensland remains 
a vibrant, responsible and well-regarded 
organisation, and a major voice for weed and 
pest animal issues in the region. It is the efforts 
and sacrifices of people like Dorean that keep 
the Society in this position. Luckily, the WSQ 
is full of committed people, and so it is a great 
privilege and a pleasure to serve as the newest 
President. I can’t claim Dorean’s charisma, 
knowledge, or connections, but I feel ‘a real sense 
of responsibility’ (as Dorean said herself in her 
first Report) to do my best. I think if the Society is 
about anything, it is about maintaining networks 
among weed and pest animal professionals, and 
providing a larger and louder voice for us all to be 
heard. I intend to do what I can to contribute to 
that as President.

WINNEr 
Congratulations to Glenn Milne who identified last season’s 

weed as Lycium ferocissimum African boxthorn.
Glenn has won a year’s membership to the WSQ. 

Guess this edition’s cover weed and go into the draw to WIN!
Send your answer to:

newslettereditor@wsq.org.au by February 27th 2015

Ardisia elliptica
Photo courtesy Sheldon Navie
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WeeD SoCIety of QueeNSlAND NeWS                                                    

40th ANNuAl GeNeRAl MeetING
The 40th Annual General Meeting was held on the 28th 
November 2014 at Redland Indigiscapes Centre. As it 
was the auspicious occasion of our 40th anniversary 
the format for the AGM included Keynote speakers, 
cutting the 40th anniversery cake, awards, a BBQ and 
a tour of the Indigiscapes Centre. In all it was a great 
event. Please read below the reports from the day

Presidents Report - Dorean Erhart  
I’d like to start by congratulating the management 
committee and volunteers on working groups for yet 
another fantastic year of achievements and thank 
each one of them for their hard work and commitment 
to keeping the Weed Society of Queensland relevant 
and useful for it’s members.  Working with passionate, 
good-humoured people like these has been an 
absolute pleasure for me.  Those of you thinking about 
getting involved in some of our future projects shouldn’t 
hesitate – it will be a worthwhile experience!

The other’s reports will provide details of their efforts, 
so I will stick with the high level stuff.  Our reps have 
been living the objectives of the Society by participating 
in and helping to organise events across the state, 
including a weed spread prevention training session for 
landholders.  

The Pest Animal Symposium was run this year in 
combination with the Australasian Vertebrate Pest 
Conference held in Brisbane and the WSQ Pest Animal 
Branch representative, Iain Jamieson was invited to 
participate in the inaugural Queensland Feral Animal 
Summit.  Interest in our Pest Animal Branch and how 
it sits within the Society also saw our rep invited to the 
NSW Weed Society conference to speak about our set 
up here in Queensland.

Chris Love attended the Invasive Plants and Animals 
Committee meeting as the WSQ representative – a 
group set up to provide the Minister for Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry and his department with advice 
on policy and technical matters affecting weeds 
and pest animals.  It was through this group, the 
management committee became aware of proposed 
changes to 1080 bait access, a still evolving policy 
area.

Organisation for the 14th Weed Symposium to be held 
in Longreach in 2015 is in full swing with a call for 
abstracts out now, so don’t forget to dust off your swag 
and put in your conference permission form!

Our Council of Australasian Weed Societies rep, 
John Clarkson, assisted by our Vice President 
Craig Magnussen and Far North Queensland rep 
Travis Sydes, instigated the establishment of a 
Weed Societies booth at the Australasian Weeds 
Conference in Tasmania in September.  The booth 
allowed our representatives to canvas opinion about 
the establishment of a Northern Territory branch within 
our Society, chat with attendees from all over the 
Australasia region and sign up new members.

The Weeds of Southern Queensland booklet continues 
to be a really popular resource that is due for a refresh 
to keep it up to date with latest treatment options and 
the changes to biosecurity legislation coming into effect 
in 2016.  We’ll need about that long to get the work 
done!

Our webmaster and her intrepid team of working group 
volunteers have been putting in the hours on the 
website and logo redevelopment, with the launch of 
our new logo, very appropriately, in time to celebrate 
the Society’s 40th birthday.  Weedshine has also had 
a ‘freshen up’ to go with the new logo and is looking 
incredibly polished and dynamic.

Forty years on, and our Society is one of the most 
successful in the country – an achievement to be 
very proud of.  There are some structural elements 
that have helped us get to where we are today – a 
very reasonable membership fee (WSQ ordinary 
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membership $25 - NSW $40 & Vic $60 – Queensland, 
WHAT VALUE!!), world class standard in weed 
society newsletters, excellent symposia, the branch 
representation framework, 2 year maximum president’s 
term and 1 year immediate past president role.  All 
of these things ensure the Society represents value, 
provides	benefit	to	members	and	is	regularly	renewed	
while fostering healthy succession in its leadership.

None of it would work however, if it weren’t for the 
people and the culture that has been fostered over the 
decades.  Our people genuinely care about the Society 
and	its	objectives	and	are	prepared	to	act	unselfishly	
to keep it going.   The culture of the Society, repeatedly 
reinforced at our events, working groups and meetings 
is one of inclusion, cooperation, openness and - fun.  
This is what makes me proudest when I think of our 
Society on its 40th birthday.  Here’s to another healthy 
and productive 40 years!

It’s time for me to step down as president and hand 
over the reigns to the very capable David Thornby, who 
was unanimously elected at the AGM.  Those of you 
working in industry and the Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) will know David and his 
work, but I thought it would be nice to introduce him to 
the rest of you.

David had the good sense to move to Queensland from 
Victoria in 1999.  He has a PhD in agricultural science 
and	became	interested	in	weeds	when	his	first	real	job	
as a scientist was modelling the growth of rangeland 
weeds for the USDA in California.

When he returned to Queensland in 2005, his next 
‘real’	job	was	also	in	weeds	-	making	the	first	models	of	
herbicide resistance development in northern farming 
systems for (then) DPI&F in Toowoomba and (naturally) 
decided to join the Society.

David’s worked on herbicide resistance for nearly ten 
years, producing various models and risk assessment 
tools for industry use. One of his favourite pieces of 
work was a short project with the irrepressible Joe 
Vitelli in 2011, transferring knowledge about resistance 
gained in agricultural weed research into other weed 
management sectors.

Establishing his own consultancy in 2013 (Innokas 
Intellectual Services), he continues to work on projects 
that are furthering the DAFF team’s work on herbicide 
resistance evolution in cotton systems and on testing 
and developing more optimised farming systems for 
subtropical northern Australia.  As a member of the 
APVMA’s TIMS technical panel for herbicide resistance 
he spends a lot of time talking with the cotton industry 
about herbicide resistance management and best 
practice guidelines.

David was elected to the Society’s management 
committee	three	years	ago,	first	as	the	newsletter	
editor’s assistant (a gentle introduction to the work 

of the management committee), and lately as social 
media	officer.		In	that	time	he’s	been	able	to	work	on	
things like symposia organisation, policy development, 
awards committees, the new logo and website 
redevelopment.

We have a big year ahead of us with the 
establishment of the Northern Territory Branch, an 
outback spectacular Weed Symposium to deliver in 
Longreach, the completion of the website revamp and 
the commencement of the review of our Weeds of 
Southern Queensland booklet and the new Weeds of 
Northern	Queensland	(both	to	be	renamed	to	reflect	
climatic zones rather than geographic regions).

I think David will be a considered and respectful leader 
during this busy time, hopefully encouraging industry 
networks and colleagues to take an active role in the 
work of the Society.  I’m really excited for the next 
twelve months and look forward immensely to working 
with David and the talented team on the management 
committee for one more year!

Treasurers Report - Jeff Werth   
Audited Treasurer’s Report

INCOME      
Total Income - $31,880

2012/13  2013/14
Membership Fees $  6,467  $  4,426
Interest $  8,590  $  5,027
Qld Weed Sym $  4,123         -
4th Pest Animal Sym $       39          -
Weeds of SQ Reprint $  9,091  $21,720
Weeds of SQ App $     441  $     497
Merchandise $     -  $      - 
Other $       25  $     211
Total $ 28,776  $31,880

Membership      
338 Members -  end 2012/13 includes 5 Life Members 
326	Members	-	end	2013/14	presently	268	financial	
members

Interest
CBA Cheque Account   $         9.46
CBA - Term Deposit               $  5,017.26
Total     $  5,026.72

Weeds of SQ App                                                
App download price          $1,99 (incl GST) 
Provider charges                                                30%
Return/App download                            $1.26 + GST
 - NAB to CBA transfer fee:   $25 per Apple payment
 - Google Play:                                     36 downloads
 - Apple store:                                     297 downloads

Total      $      497.00
                                                                                                                                                

40th ANNuAl GeNeRAl MeetING                                     (cont.)
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Reprint Weeds of Southern Queensland           
Number of books reprinted                            11,360
Cost         $1.39 ea (printing)

   + $0.13 ea (delivery)
Total Cost                       $17,277
8,950 @ $2,00 ea (>1,000)
2,419 @ $2,50 ea

Total Income                        $21,750
Profit                        $  4,443

+ ($30=12 books unpaid 
for)

EXPENSES                                                              
Total Expenses - $37,050

2012/13  2013/14
Administration $ 1,496 $  1,388
Auditors $ 1,450 $      -
Newsletter $ 2,147 $  3,158
Bank Charges $    314 $     249
Web Site $    360 $     360
CAWS $      - $     700
Office	of	Fair	Trading $      45 $       47 
Insurance $    641 $     697
Postage $    133 $     144
Awards $ 3,112 $  3,855
Sponsorship $ 3,545 $      -
Weeds of SQ Reprint $ 8,450 $17,278
Weeds of SQ App $ 6,586 $       83
Seed Money (13 QWS) $     - $  9,091
TOTAL $28,279 $37,050

Awards:   $4,408.00 (incl GST)
•	 Travel Grant: Craig Magnussen ($1694.30)

(19th Australasian Weeds Conference, Hobart)

•	  Student Travel Grant: Lana Harriot ($956.00)
 (16th Australian Vertibrate Pest Conference, 
Brisbane)

•	  Student Travel Grant: Joshua Buru ($1,638.00)
 (19th Australasian Weeds Conference, Hobart)
 Includes $186 to come out of 2014/15 year

•	  Student project award: Emily Prentice ($120.00)
 Plus 1 year free membership

STaTEMENT Of INCOME & EXPENdITuRE
TOTaL Income $  31,880
less 
TOTaL Expenses $  37,050
NET Loss $    5,170

BaLaNCE SHEET as at 30.09.14
Assets  2012/13 2013/14
CBA - Cheque A/C $  25,091 $  13,981
CBA - Term Deposit $195,575 $200,593
GST Control $         31 $       953
Total $220,697 $215,527

Members Accumulated Funds

Opening balance 1/10/13 $220,200 $220,697

Net	Surplus/Deficit $       497 $    5,170

Balance 30/09/14 $220,697 $215,527

Newsletter Editors Report - Jane Morton   
Two copies of Weedshine have been delivered in 2014. 
The Summer/Autumn and Winter edition.

Each of these newsletters were bumper issues with 24 
pages each and printed in full color. The mix of articles 
from our members has been very broad – ‘alternative 
control measures using steam to control weeds on 
roads’ to ‘the breach of our national borders from the 
Asian black-spined toad’. 

The Spring issue is due and has now been clumped 
into ‘Spring/Summer’ mainly because the newsletter 
editor moved house in September and it has taken a bit 
of	time	to	get	back	into	an	organised	office	at	home	to	
develop the newsletter and get it out. 

40th ANNuAl GeNeRAl MeetING                                     (cont.)

Figure above: Total downloads of Weeds of SQ App for Apple and 
Android Oct 2013 to Sept 14
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I would also like to thank all those members who have 
provided articles for the newsletter this year and those 
who have entered the ‘Guess the weed’ competition. 
It is your input and enthusiasm that creates a great 
newsletter.

South East Qld Branch report - Russel Warner
•	 Commented and disseminated the Australian 

Pipeline
•	 Industry Association (APIA) Weed Management 

Research Project (Feb-14)
•	 Co-presented APIA Conference Brisbane on “Weed 

Management for Pipelines” (May-14) 
•	 Attended	the	Energy	Pipelines	CRC/APIA	first	

Weed Scoping Study Industry Workshop (Nov-14) 
•	 Supported, advertised and attended Gold 

Coast Catchment Association event Managing 
Environmental Weeds in Changing Climate 
(Sept 14)

•	 Working on a Pest GIS process to inform Pest 
Management Plans across Qld.

darling downs Branch report - Craig Hunter
The Darling Downs has had a very mixed season 
weather wise, with nice falls in autumn and some in 
winter, but spring has seen well below average rainfall 
and above average temperatures, leading to very dry 
conditions overall.
Weeds and feral animals across the region have 
been sporadic in their response to the seasons and 
overall no major outbreaks have occurred. A few pest 
occurrences of note are mentioned below.

Weed occurrences of note for 2014 include; 
1. A	Salvinia	infestation	was	identified	on	a	waterway	

near Miles in 2013. This infestation is important as 
it is the only known infestation in the Queensland 
Murray Darling Basin. Control efforts have been 
underway on the 10km infestation. Biological 
control has been established, and as of late 
November	2014,	this	is	starting	to	make	significant	

impacts on reducing the health of the Salvinia.
2. A large infestation of Class 1 bridal creeper was 

identified	by	council	staff	from	Southern	Downs	
near Killarney. This infestation has spread into 
nearby bushland and seems to have been present 
for 20-30 years.

3. A class 1 prickly pear, Opuntia elata, has been 
identified	in	Mungallala.	An	obvious	garden	
escapee, it has spread into the surrounding 
bushland and Biosecurity Queensland (BQ) and 
Council are currently surveying for and treating it.

4. An infestation of Mesquite, Prosopis glandulosa, 
has	been	identified	near	Miles	during	a	survey	of	
a property. This infestation is 150ha in size, and 
consists of many mature and immature trees. The 
landholder said they were ‘African prickle bush’ 
when asked what they were. This is why it is 
important to have good extension of weed species 
to the community, to make landholders aware of 
possible risk species.

Note: (none of these weeds were reported by 
landholders – all infestations found by chance by a 
government	officer…begs	the	general	question	‘are	
landholders equipped to identify invasive weeds?’)

Pest animal occurrences of note for 2014 include;
1. Identification	of	Chinese	striped	necked	turtle	in	

a waterbird habitat in Toowoomba. This is the 
first	record	of	this	species	of	introduced	turtle	in	
Australia. The turtle was discovered as part of 
a	waterways	survey	of	fishes	and	adds	weight	
to the need to maintain monitoring programs for 
introduced species. A very lucky early detection it 
seems.

2. Locusts also bred in response to the autumn rains 
and as predicted those eggs laid in late autumn 
hatched	on	the	first	few	light	showers	in	early	
spring. These locusts built up in numbers and 
caused quite a lot of anxious moments for a lot 
of landholders in certain regions of the Western 
Downs and Maranoa. These locusts formed 
swarms and in some cases damaged newly 
emerged sorghum. But the lack of follow up rain to 
support further breeding and subsequent lack of 
food made the population crash. 

3. Feral pigs bred in response to the above average 
autumn rains, and this increase in numbers is 
currently being seen across the landscape, but 
due to the very dry weather over winter and 
spring, these impacts are localised to individual 
crops and water points. This concentration of feral 
pigs due to the very dry conditions enables more 
effective use of control strategies.

There remains a lot of confusion and concern in the 
community about spreading of weeds on private 
property in the region due to the activities of the 
gas and mining industries. A lot of effort has been 
undertaken by the gas industry as a whole to try 
and alleviate the concerns of the public. Washdown 
facilities have been installed across the region and are 

Our SE Qld rep, Russel Warner enjoying a hard earned lunch at the 
40th AGM. Russell was our tech wizard for the meeting and did a 
great job connecting members from across Queensland to the 40th 
AGM. 

40th ANNuAl GeNeRAl MeetING                                     (cont.)
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40th ANNuAl GeNeRAl MeetING                                     (cont.)

in constant use by operators within the gas industry. 
Third party wash-down providers are used by a lot 
of companies to provide the added assurance that 
vehicles are cleaned effectively. The positive side to 
all this concern about gas industries and biosecurity, is 
that it has made a lot of landholders review their own 
activities and has encouraged them to assess their own 
biosecurity risks. This is encouraging as it supports 
overall weed and pest animal management across the 
landscape.

Workshops and predator control days have been 
run extensively across the region in the past twelve 
months, focusing on feral pig control, wild dog control 
and rabbit control. These workshops have enabled 
landholders to gain a better understanding of how to 
manage pest impacts upon their land. The workshops 
also had a strong focus on coordination and forming 
groups to manage issues collectively. This has great 
benefits	for	not	only	the	target	species	but	also	other	
pests that may impact their regions in the future.

The Weed Society of Queensland has been promoted 
at	many	field	days	across	the	region.	With	the	interest	
in weeds and pest animals in the region I have invited 
the forums participants to be involved in the society. 
I promoted the need for the society to allow them to 
connect with like-minded people and put a combined 
case forward to support weed and pest management. 
Hopefully this will see some people join and become 
involved. 

In closing, I have enjoyed representing WSQ in the 
region and have especially enjoyed being involved with 
a great mob of like-minded enthusiastic people on the 
committee.	Here’s	hoping	it	rains…….

North Queensland Branch report - Travis Sydes
Key events and happenings across the Far North
•	 Drought conditions continue for western areas. Very 

dry	conditions	elsewhere	have	led	to	an	active	fire	
season and delay in management programs. Weeds 
like Parthenium weed have not persisted this year 
due to dry conditions

Outbreaks and detections
•	 Swamp foxtail grass - A naturalised population of 

Pennisetum alopecuroides was detected in the 
Tablelands Regional Council area. The infestation 
is in proximity to water courses and seasonal 
wetlands. 

•	 Crofton	weed	was	detected	for	the	first	time	on	
Barron River in Tablelands Regional Council Area

•	 New Siam weed detections found in Maryfarms and 
Magnetic Island.

•	 Several new Miconia infestations detected within the 
Wet Tropics Area.

•	 Water mimosa - Neptunia oleracea was detected 
near Home Hill.

•	 Several new detections of gamba grass in coastal 
districts (may indicate contaminated hay is being 
carted).

•	 Lions tail emerging in new locations (source planted 
gardens) in Mt Garnet and Wrotham Park

Key programs and projects
•	 Wet Tropics Management Authority working in 

collaboration with JCU and BQ delivering Yellow 
Crazy Ant Eradication Program across three sites in 
FNQ

•	 Cape York Weeds and Feral Animals Program 
ceased operation after 15 years contribution to 
management and capacity building on Cape York 
Peninsula

•	 Local and regional eradication and intensive control 
efforts continue on Paper Mulberry, Cecropia, Glush 
weed, Fireweed and Hiptage

Planning and policy
•	 Inclusion	of	weeds	and	pest	fish	in	Wet	Tropics	

Water Quality Improvement Plan
•	 Pest Adaptation Response Strategies pilot 

developed to assist management needs forecasting 
for Local Area Pest Management Plans

•	 Dry Tropics NRM working with councils have 
developed and are implementing a Regional Pest 
Management Strategy

Research
•	 Trials on alternative herbicide application for gamba 

grass (splatter gun) looking promising
•	 Herbicide recommendations for Stevia (Candyleaf) 

progressing
•	 Tropwater/JCU have proven DNA sampling 

technique for identifying Tilapia in water ways
•	 Coming up
•	 Pestfest 2015 in planning. The last forum attracted 

around 240 people so we are keen to see if this can 
be repeated.

Our intrepid North Qld Branch rep, Travis Sydes 
presenting the North Qld report. 
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Central Queensland Branch report - Belinda Callanan
Central Queensland (CQ) has had a very mixed season 
weather wise like most other regions, with some good 
falls late summer early autumn and in parts over the 
winter months. However, it is trending to extremely dry 
conditions across most areas for spring and summer 
with dry, hot temperatures affecting most parts of CQ. 

Declared, Environmental, In crop and Grazing 
Management Weeds and Ferals are maintaining their 
persistence in the region with various organisations 
from government (local, state, federal), industry 
bodies, catchment groups and landholders tackling the 
numerous pest issues via numerous means including 
field	days,	planning	workshops,	on-ground	works,	
research programs etc.

This year some exciting events occurred throughout 
the region, state and also nationally. I have had the 
privilege of attending a few of these representing the 
WSQ CQ region with one being the Australasian Weeds 
Conference in Hobart where I presented a paper on the 
Gas Industry and Biosecurity Challenges and efforts 
throughout CQ and South West. These events are a 
great mechanism for sharing knowledge, meeting like- 
minded people and gaining new knowledge that can be 
passed on to our networks.

Unfortunately in 2014 we have seen some members 
of the pesty network leave their pesty careers. One of 
note	is	Trudy	Baker,	ex	Executive	Officer,	Capricorn	
Pest Management Group, who for approx 13 years 
coordinated pest management related activities within 
the Capricornia District for various stakeholders. 
Trudy was instrumental in attracting a magnitude 
of funding and coordinated many successful pest 
(weed & feral) management programs throughout the 
region. Trudy was also the chair of a very successful 
WSQ Weed Symposium in 2009 at Capricorn Resort 
Yeppoon and was also the Central Queensland WSQ 
Executive Rep for a number of years. Capricorn Pest 
Management Group through Trudy’s leadership was 
the recipient of multiple awards for excellence in pest 
management. I am very sad to see Trudy’s role with the 
organisation conclude. The Capricorn region is poorer 
for loosing such a fantastic champion in Weed & Feral 
Management. My sincere best wishes to Trudy in her 
future endeavours.

In CQ we have had some Weed Detections of note 
including:
1. A Class 1 red witchweed outbreak detected in the 

Mackay region. The eradication program is being 
managed by BQ and Local Area Management is 
being coordinated by Peter Austin, Biosecurity Qld. 
Research, movement protocols and eradication 
measures are being undertaken to ensure this 
species is eradicated.

2. Class	2	gamba	grass,	was	indentified	just	north	of	
Rockhampton. This is of major concern due to the 
extensive fuel loadings this grass can provide. This 
detection in CQ is concerning as it is typically found 

in the Gulf regions.

Pest animals continue to be on the agenda of most 
organisations and are high priority for landholders. 
The drought conditions are favouring their persistence 
and increase in numbers in some areas of the region. 
Pest	fish	species,	such	as	Tilapia,	are	on	the	agenda	
of catchment organisations as an issue in the Fitzroy 
Basin. Community members and landholders alike 
are encouraged to report detections to the catchment 
organisations. 

There has been continued activity by the gas industry 
in the region with three major CSG pipelines being 
constructed from a line running from the Surat Basin 
(Roma, Chinchilla, Miles districts) through the Dawson 
Callide Valleys and Calliope Regions to Curtis Island 
and LNG facilities being built on Curtis Island for 
exploration and production activities in the Dingo, 
Dysart, Moranbah, St Lawrence, Rolleston, Acadia 
Valley, Injune districts. One of the pipelines was 
commissioned early in the year and the other two are 
not too far off. Commissioning this in turn has seen a 
major shift from construction to production and a large 
percentage of the construction workforce have left the 
region.

A downturn in the coal industry has seen many mining 
companies shut or slow down operations throughout 
Central	Qld.	This	has	had	major	economic	ramifications	
on the region together with the drought conditions 
the region does appear to be struggling in terms of 
economic growth which in turn effects the rate base of 
the local government areas.

Moving forward I have a few goals including:
•	 Engaging with stakeholders in the region who 

actively coordinate weed (declared, incrop, grazing, 
environmental) and feral activities to share their 
event notices and also activities (successes, 
research	findings	etc)	with	WSQ.	I	have	a	vision	
for the region that WSQ be the conduit for events 
and other activities information for the region that 
can be shared amongst the stakeholders and 
membership through the WSQ website and other 
mediums.

•	 Coordinating some WSQ events in the region in 
2015, focussing on what’s new in Biosecurity, Pest 
Management and Legislation. I welcome the CQ 
members to get involved and also forward ideas to 
myself.

•	 Strengthening the membership in the region by 
renewing those members who have dropped off 
and also securing new members.

•	 Aiming to get as many of the CQ membership 
to attend and participate in the 2015 Weed 
Symposium in Longreach. I would encourage the 
CQ membership to share the stories and good 
work that is being undertaken in the region with the 
delegates at the symposium. 

We have many strengths in CQ and also passionate 
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people who do a lot of work of the pesty variety. These 
stories should be shared. I have thoroughly enjoyed 
my	first	year	representing	the	members	in	CQ	and	
working with the passionate pesty people of the WSQ 
Executive. I wish everyone a happy and wet new year 
and a great festive season. 

Western Qld Branch report - Ursula Keating
For much of western Queensland the last twelve 
months	has	been	a	difficult	period	for	land	managers.	
The lack of consistent rain events has forced many 
livestock producers to either sell off what they can, feed 
stock on roads and stock routes and/or buy in fodder.

Unfortunately (as with many droughts) grass is being 
baled at whatever location it can be sourced and sold 
to drought affected producers. The potential for weed 
seed spread in these scenarios can be very high. 
Prickly acacia has set seeds across much of Western 
Queensland and the risk of weed seed spread through 
livestock movements is also very high.

Desert Channels are running a very good education 
and awareness campaign to assist producers with 
Prickly Acacia weed seed hygiene programs across 
properties. The Livestock Biosecurity Network (LBN) 
has also run property biosecurity planning workshops 
across western Queensland. These workshops have 
engaged land managers to the extent that a draft 
biosecurity management plan is developed for each 
participant by the end of the workshop.

The Surat Basin Pest Management Collaboration 
Network has gained good momentum this year.
Meetings were conducted at Chinchilla, Miles, Dulacca 
and Roma. The aim of this workshop was to bring 
together all stakeholders and land managers from 
across the region to discuss key pest management 

priorities and to identify areas for collaboration.

Three	key	areas	have	been	identified	by	the	group	to	
build further collaboration initiatives. These are:
1. Weed survey information data – sharing and 

collating
2. Wash down facilities – locations, effectiveness, 

operations and maintenance
3. Training	qualifications	of	certifiers	–	AHCBIO201A	

Inspect and Clean Machinery for Plant Animal 
and Soil Material is currently the accepted base 
standard,	but	may	not	be	sufficient.

Participants	have	identified	the	group	as	a	‘technical	
advisory	group’	for	the	Onshore	Gasfield	Pest
Management Committee. This is due to the fact that 
the group involves local practitioners that can provide 
accurate accounts of pest management activities 
across the Surat Basin. However, I feel that the 
Network has evolved and gained enough momentum to 
implement change itself and to achieve a collaborative 
and consistent approach to pest management.

To this end the group has been open to participants 
from all industries that wish to share experiences
in pest management on their estate or in their 
professional line of work within the Surat Basin and
Western Queensland. Participants can freely contribute 
their points of view on pest management practices 
and processes. More importantly, they can provide 
feedback on current practices. By doing this the group 
(and its associated networks) are exposed to ‘real’ 
pest management scenarios that others may have a 
solution to or not have thought of. Mr Richard Golden, 
a producer from the Yuleba area attended the last 
meeting of the year for the SBPMCN. Mr Golden had 
previously instigted legal proceedings involving weed 
seed spread and a CSG proponent. Mr Golden won this 
case. However, he attended the meeting with an open 
mind and an attitude of coexistence.

There have been many biosecurity and pest 
management workshops run across the region. These
have been hosted by the Livestock Biosecurity 
Network, Agforce and the various Landcare and
Catchment groups. As recently as last Friday, the 
SBPMCN, LBN and DAFF held a very successful
workshop for property biosecurity. Given its success, 
there are plans to run similar workshops for landowners 
across western Queensland in the lead up to the 13th 
Queensland Weed Symposium to be conducted in 
Longreach in 2015.

Finally I would like to thank Mr Steve Martin and Mr 
Chris Delamont from Powerlink Queensland; Mr
Craig Hunter and Ms Kym McIntyre from DAFF and Ms 
Sarah Jane Wilson from LBN for all their assistance, 
guidance and support over the last twelve months.
 

40th ANNuAl GeNeRAl MeetING                                     (cont.)

WSQ 40th Anniversary cake in our new logo colors. It was a very 
yummy vanilla and chocolate ganache cake!
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Pest animal Branch report - Iain Jamieson 
•	 As the Qld Pest animal rep supprted the 

development of the Australasian Vertebrate Pest 
Conference.

•	 Presented at the AVPC on ‘Practical applications in 
monitoring pest animals.

•	 Presented at the NSW Weed Society Symposium on 
‘Pest animals in a world of weeds’.

•	 Provided information at this symposium on how the 
Pest Animal Branch of the WSQ was developed and 
how it functions within the society. 

•	 Developed the WSQ submission on QDAFF Feral 
Animal Summit Actions.

•	 Involved in the Biosecurity regulations consultation.
•	 Developing a WSQ paper regarding changes to the 

supply of 1080 in Queensland.
•	 Involved in the development of the Pest Animal 

Branch webpage and sourcing previous QPAS 
proceedings to go online.

•	 Involved in developing the WSQ Privacy Policy
•	 Reviewed the WSQ award criteria to inlcude awards 

in Pest Animal Research and Management.
•	 Provide the pest animal articles for Weedshine to 

keep the Pest Animal Branch members informed.

CaWS report - Dorean Erhart
•	 CAWS is due to meet again next week. 
•	 The last meeting was the AGM which was held 

in Tasmania during the Australasian Weeds 
Conference. 

•	 2014 CAWS activities include: 
•	 Organisation of the 2014 Australasian Weeds 

Conference development of a CAWS Strategy 
•	 A series of action plans grouped according to 

activities under the strategy.
•	 The Advocacy group has been quite active and have 

written to Ministers Joyce and Hunt requesting the 
formation of a lead Weeds CRC and information on 
the future of funding. Unfortunately they received a 
non-committal response. 

•	 The	group	also	contributed	significantly	to	the	
National Biosecurity Act development and 
provided a submission to the Senate inquiry into 
environmental biosecurity.

Further	comments	from	the	floor
•	 It was noted that CAWS had made an excellent 

contribution to the Senate Inquiry – submission 
available on the Parliament of Australia website: 
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/
Committees/Senate/Environment_and_
Communications/biosecurity/Submissions.

•	 The CAWS executive assisted on the organising 
committee for the 2014 Australasian Weeds 
Conference – good model that resulted in a very 
successful	event,	with	a	small	profit	expected.

Website Editor report - Sally Vidler
I took over the role of Webmaster at the 2013 AGM. 
As Webmaster I have ensured the timely update 
of information and executive committee contacts 
(including redirection of emails) throughout the year. All 
pages have been updated, in particular the grants and 
awards, publications and home page.
I also joined the Website Subcommittee, made up of 
Jane Morton, Bruce Wilson and David Thornby which 
was tasked with redeveloping the WSQ website, and 
updating the banner and brochure. It was decided that 
this was also an appropriate time to update the WSQ 
logo.

This group has:
•	 Met no less than 4 times face-to face, and had a 

similar number of teleconferences.
•	 Built on the prior groundwork of the subcommittee. 

This	job	included	finalising	the	new	website	site	
map, collating, writing and editing new and existing 
content, sourcing of past publications (scanning), 
previous grant recipients, external resources, text, 
images etc. Information for 70% of new website is 
collated (some editing still to go, and images still 

40th ANNuAl GeNeRAl MeetING                                     (cont.)

WSQ contribution to Movember. Mo Bro’s Iain Jamieson (Pest 
Animal Branch rep)  and Craig Magnussen (Vice President) 
brought  the moustache back to raise money for mens health.
Great stuff Mo Bro’s

President of the WSQ, Dorean Erhart congratulating Award 
Winner Lana Harriot. Lana delivered a very informative and 
engaging presentation of her work - Disease prevalence and the 
public health risks of peri-urban wild dogs.



12    WEEDSHINE Spring/Summer No 57, 2014/2015

40th ANNuAl GeNeRAl MeetING                                     (cont.)

outstanding).
•	 Engaged	the	services	of	Kingfisher	Creative	to	

handle all graphic and website design.
•	 Completed the redevelopment of the WSQ logo – to 

be unveiled at the 2014 AGM
•	 Draft brochure text updated (minimal updates as 

Travis did last year) ready for graphic design once 
website	design	is	finalised.

The year ahead:
•	 Oversee the development of the new website.
•	 Manage the production of a new banner and 

brochure (in time for the Longreach Weeds 
Symposium).

General Buisness
Options for inclusion of the Northern Territory as part of 
the Queensland Weed Society.
The Northern Territory does not have a dedicated 
Weed Society due to the small number of weed and 
pest management professionals. Currently WSQ allows 
interstate membership but this proposal would allow for 
formal recognition of the Northern Territory as part of 
WSQ.
Discussion	from	the	floor	was	had	on	the	following	two	
options: 
1. That the Weed Society of Queensland actively 

encourage Northern Territory membership to the 
society. 
Aim: to enable Territorians to access the resources 
and services of WSQ and contribute to and 
participate in the network of Councils of Australian 
Weed Societies (CAWS).

2. That once Northern Territory resident membership 
reaches more than 20, the Weed Society of 
Queensland establish a Northern Territory Branch, 
including the provision for a branch representative 
on the management committee. 
Aim: to enable Territorians to actively contribute 
to the day to day operation of the Weed Society 
of Queensland and promote the issues and 
requirements of Northern Territory members.

General discussion and support from those in 
attendance for the second option, but without the 
restrictions of a membership quota.

Motion: That the Weed Society of Queensland form 
a Northern Territory Branch and actively encourage 
Northern Territory membership to the society. 
Moved by Travis Sydes – seconded Joe Vitelli, 
all in favour, carried.

Motion: That a provisional non-voting Northern 
Territory	representative	is	identified	to	sit	on	the	
Management Committee until the next AGM when a 
representative can be formally elected. 
Moved by Dorean Erhart – seconded by Iain Jamieson, 
all in favour, carried.

action: Travis Sydes to form a subcommittee to 
progress the two motions listed above.

Proposed amendment to the WSQ Awards criteria. 
Applicants’ work/studies ‘must be of relevance to weed 
and pest animal management in Queensland’.
Proposal redundant following the decision to include a 
Northern Territory Branch.

Motion: The following amendment will be made to the 
WSQ Awards criteria: Applicants’ work/studies ‘must be 
of relevance to weed and pest animal management in 
Queensland and the Northern Territory’. 
Moved by Dorean Erhart – seconded by Rod Wood, 
all in favour, carried.

Proposed review of the Weeds of Southern 
Queensland booklet and app; and development of a 
Weeds of Northern Queensland Booklet.
There	is	a	need	to	update	existing	resources	to	reflect	
changes in the Queensland legislation (Qld Biosecurity 
Act);	and	consider	development	of	weed	identification	
and management information that is relevant to the rest 
of Queensland.

Suggestion that the current title restricts use e.g. 
current booklet applicable to much of central 
Queensland but people are unwilling to use it because 
of the ‘southern Queensland’ designation. 

Motion: That the Weed Society of Queensland revise 
the current booklet and app, develop a northern 
Queensland version and consider a change of name to 
reflect	geographic	or	climatic	areas	-	for	development	
over a two year period. 
Moved by Trevor Armstrong – seconded by Peter Bell, 
all in favour, carried.
Subcommittee formed: Craig Magnussen (Chair), Bruce 
Wilson, Joe Vitelli, Iain Jamieson, Belinda Callanan, 
Dorean Erhart, Travis Sydes and Andrew Laird.

action: Subcommittee to seek additional support from 
Melinda Laidlaw and Sheldon Navie.

Other general business
•	 Invasive Plants and Animals Committee 

representative from WSQ must be a member of 
the current executive – Management Committee 
decision.

•	 Discussion surround the new Biosecurity Act, the 
implications of the ‘General Biosecurity Obligation’ 
and the role WSQ might play in providing feedback 
to the government. 

•	 The General Biosecurity Obligation must 
be	defined	through	policy;	and	relies	on	
the individual it applies to knowing that an 
item poses a biosecurity risk. This places a 
significant	burden	on	state	and	local	government	
to	sufficiently	educate	the	general	populace.

•	 Suggested advocacy role for WSQ in the New 
Year will be to engage with DAFF around the 
development of the policy; and to inform/educate 
WSQ members through the newsletter or direct 
email.
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award presentations:
Dorean Erhart presented the 2014 Student Travel 
Award	recipients	with	certificates	in	recognition	of	their	
research:
•	 Lana Harriott: Disease prevalence and the public 

health risks of peri-urban wild dogs.
•	 Joshua Buru: The comparative biology of two forms 

of cat’s claw creeper and efficacy of biological 
control agents.

•	 Emily Prentice, the 2014 Student Project Award 
recipient, was unable to attend but was recognised 
for her work to: Identify the drivers of exotic grass 
invasion and succession in Brisbane Reserves.

Election of Officer Bearers for 2015

Position Nominee
President David Thornby
Vice President Craig Magnussen
Treasurer Jeff Werth
Secretary Kym Johnson
Newsletter Editor Jane Morton
Newsletter Subeditor & 
Social Media (non-voting)

Michael Widderick

Pest Animals Iain Jamieson
Web Editor (non-voting) Sally Vidler
CAWS Rep John Clarkson
Symposium Chair Hellen Haapakoski
Darling Downs Rep Craig Hunter
South East Qld Rep Russell Warner
Central Qld Rep Belinda Callanan
North Qld Rep Travis Sydes
Western Qld Rep Ursula Keating

David Thornby welcomed the new Executive, thanked 
Dorean for her service over the last two years and then 
closed the meeting at 12:55pm.

Top right President of the WSQ, Dorean Erhart congratulating Award Winner Joshua Buru. Joshua presented an excellent talk on his weed 
science research - The comparative biology of two forms of cat’s claw creeper and efficacy of biological control agents.
Below left: Keynote speaker Phil Moran, 
Below right:  Keynote speaker Patty Please

40th ANNuAl GeNeRAl MeetING                                     (cont.)

Easter cassia (Senna pendula var. glabrata)
Photo courtesy Sonia Jordan
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WSQ Executive (right to left): Craig Magnussen (Vice President), Kym Johnson (Secretary), Belinda Callanan (Central Qld Rep), Russell 
Warner (SE Qld Rep), Jane Morton (Newsletter Editor), behind Jane, Michael Widderick (Newsletter Sub-Editor & Social Media), cutting the 
cake, David Thornby (President), Travis Sydes (North Qld Rep), Iain Jamieson (Pest Animal Branch Rep) and Dorean Erhart (Past President).

Missing from photo are: Jeff Werth (Treasurer), Sally Vidler (Website Editor), John Clarkson (CAWS Rep), Hellen Haapakoski (Symposium 
Chair), Craig Hunter (Darling Downs Rep) and ursula Keating (Western Qld Rep).

BBQ lunch at Redland Indigiscapes Centre. Good food and good company :)
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Jeff Werth          (Treasurer WSQ)
Hi,  I’m Jeff the current Treasurer of the Weed Society.
 
I grew up on a small farm just outside Toowoomba.  As 
a kid I spent a fair amount of time pulling out Bathurst 
burr and other weeds in an attempt to get rid of them 
from our farm.  We were pretty successful with the 
Bathurst burr, pulling it out, putting it in a drum and 
burning it.
 
After school I completed a degree at Gatton College in 
Rural Technology.  From there I work as a rangeland 
technician with the native pasture group at Katherine, 
NT for 18 months before returning to Dalby/Toowoomba 
as an agronomist for a local rural merchandiser.  
Helping farmers control cropping and woody weeds 
made up a large component of our business.
 
After 4 years, and opportunity came up to conduct a 
PhD on the likelihood of glyphosate resistance evolving 
on Roundup Ready cotton systems at the Australian 
Cotton Research Institute at Narrabri.  This was a great 
learning experience for me, and I enjoyed my time 
there.
 
Upon completing my studies, I returned to Toowoomba 
to conduct research on herbicide resistance and 
difficult-to-control	weeds	in	cotton	systems.		I	have	
been	doing	this	for	almost	9	years...how	time	flies.

The PeoPle who are The wSQ 

Michael Widderick     (Newsletter Subeditor & Social Media WSQ)
Michael is a long-term employee of the 
Queensland Government having worked in the 
area of crop weed management for over 16 years. 
During this time, Michael has researched many 
key issues affecting farmers in southern and 
central Queensland and northern NSW. 

The	first	project	Michael	worked	on	for	his	PhD	
was the ecology and management of common 
sowthistle (Sonchus oleraceus). Much of the 
remainder of his time has been spent working on 
herbicide	resistant	and	difficult	to	control	weeds,	
exploring their ecology and identifying improved 
management tactics and strategies. 

Michael enjoys identifying solutions to weed management problems and in extending these to farmers. Michael is 
currently the Principal Research Scientist for the Weed Science team based in Toowoomba.
 
Michael was previously on the Weed Society of Queensland executive in the role of Darling Downs rep and most 
recently as secretary; a position he held for 5 years. Michael took a short break from the executive while he served 
in the position of President for the Council of Australasian Weed Societies (CAWS). With this position wrapping 
up end of November 2014, Michael thought it was a good opportunity to get involved with the WSQ again. In the 
past Michael has assisted with editing the newsletter so he is looking forward to helping Jane out in his role as 
Newsletter subeditor & Social Media rep. Michael is looking forward to participating in the WSQ executive meetings 
and in meeting new people on the executive and in the society.
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chriS love - honorary memberShiP
Chris Love was awarded a Weed Society of Queensland Honorary membership. This award is given for outstanding 
contribution to any aspect of weed and pest animal science in Queensland.

The	contribution	should	be	spread	over	time	showing	the	awardee	has	worked	in	thier	field	for	a	long	time	and	
demonstrated perseverance and dedication to thier work.

Chris Love joined Dow Chemical in Sydney in 1986, moving with the company to Bundaberg, Townsville and 
Tamworth before overseas stints in New Zealand, England and France. In 1996 he moved back to Brisbane where 
he continues to work with DOW as the Development Manager. Chis also spent some time in Indianapolis, USA, 
working in Woody Weed Herbicides.

Over his long career, Chris was involved in the development and registration of several well-known herbicides:
•	 Hotshot™, Grazon Extra™
•	 Tordon™ DSH, Tordon™ RegrowthMaster
•	 FallowBoss™ TORDON™, Stinger™, Vigilant™ II

He was integral to the developlment of the DOW Woody 
Weed Contol App and represented DOW as the Industry 
Representative on the National Lantana Management Group.

An active member of the WSQ since 1986, when he won the 
WSQ Student Project Award, Chris has held positions on the 
executive	over	a	fifteen	year	period:	as	the	SEQ	Representative	
(1999); Treasurer (2000-2004); President (2005-2006); Vice 
President (2007-2008) and Treasurer (2009-2013.

Chris has won the WSQ Award (2009) which is given by 
the Society to an individual for their outstanding service 
and contribution to weed or pest animal science and/or 
management.

Chris was a committe member for the Weeds of Southern 
Queensland 3rd edition and organised the printing of the book 
and collection of the money. In all Chris managed 84,000 
copies of the Weeds of Southern Queensland 3rd edition to be 
distributed across Qld. In 2013 Chris was instrumental in the 
development of the Weeds of Southern Queensland App. 

Through out the 15 years Chris has been a member he has had 
key roles on the organising committees of many conference 
and symposia, and was the WSQ’s representative on the 2013 
Invasive Plants and Animals Committee.

Chris’s love for the land is what drives him. Around Mundubbera 
where	Chris’s	family	hales	from	he	is	a	well	known	figure	in	the	
grazing community and is oftern referred to as a ‘weed aware 
grazier’ 

Top: Chris at his best on his property at Mundubbera 

Bottom left: Chris looking at sugar cane trials

Bottom right:

Chris with other weed 
managers looking onto 
a Class 1 infestation 
of Hudson pear found 
on his property in July 
2005. 
Official identification of 
this plant was not made 
until 2009
A survey/control 
program commenced in 
May 2008
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QueeNSlAND peSt ANIMAl bRANCh               
 

QMDC CoNSeRvAtIoN DeteCtIoN DoGS       
        adapted by Iain Jamieson, pest Animal Rep, WSQ* 

Detection dogs are not a new tool with dogs previously being trained to detect organochlorines in ground soil, 
heliothis	in	cotton	crops,	tramp	ants	(red	imported	fire	ants	and	electric	ants)	at	low	densities	and	many	successful	
wild dog trappers utilise domestic dogs to help identify scent posts. Conservation (odour) detection dogs are 
emerging	as	a	useful	and	efficient	tool	for	a	variety	of	wildlife	management	duties	and	are	becoming	recognised	as	
an important tool for vertebrate pest managers, especially when the density of the target species is low.

Queensland Murray-Darling Committee are currently training two Conservation Detection Dogs to locate foxes, 
rabbits,	feral	cats,	wild	dogs	and	their	sign.	While	the	dogs	and	handlers	are	still	in	training,	initial	field	trials	have	
shown the ability of the dogs to identify which tree a cat has been up even if it has moved on.
 

Top image: “Rocky” a conservation detection dog ready for work with saftey coat and GPS collar to record their search path.
Bottom images: “Sophie”  looking pretty pleased with herself for finding an active fox den.
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In a recent training exercise with QNPWS, Springer spaniels ‘Rocky’ and ‘Sophie’  were used to locate fox dens 
as part of a fox control program to protect endangered loggerhead turtles. The program aimed to protect turtles by 
identifying and treating active fox dens with Den-Co-Fume©	while	providing	an	opportunity	for	field	training	of	‘Rocky’	
and ‘Sophie’.

 

Located 14km east of Bundaberg, Mons Repos is home to the largest concentration of nesting marine turtles on 
the eastern Australian mainland. Conservation Detection Dogs were used to survey nine key fox denning areas. 
The areas to be surveyed were determined by Shane Jackson, a QNPWS ranger. The dogs are trained to locate 
any sign of foxes and when they detect sign or a den they will sit and wait for their handler. GPS collars attached to 
the dogs record their search areas and the handler records den locations, number of entrances and date found on 
a handheld device. Over three days 22 fox dens were located. The next challenge for these amazing animals is at 
Currawinya National Park to help remove feral cats from a 25 square kilometre predator proof bilby paddock.

* D.Berman & T. Garret (2014). Fox control to protect turtles at Mon Repos: Fox den survey aided by Conservation 
Detection Dogs. Swift NRM.
All images in this article have been extracted from report*

CoNSeRvAtIoN DeteCtIoN DoGS                                     (cont.)

Top left : Den-Co-Fume for fumigating a den
Top right: Shane Jackson (QPWS) fumigating a den found 
from tracking a Conservation Detection Dog.
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CoMpARISIoN of CuRReNt AND pRopoSeD 1080 Supply 
AND bAItING CoNDItIoNS         
         Iain Jamieson, pest Animal Rep, WSQ

G’day Members,

The Executive of the weed society met on the 12th September 2014 and one of the items discussed was the 
proposed changes to distribution of 1080 baits currently being trialled by Biosecurity Queensland.

The attached table is my attempt at showing key points of the proposed system vs. the existing one. Hopefully this 
will help everyone understand the proposed changes.

This is a work in progress and when further information becomes available we will pass it on to our members. If you 
have any questions regarding the 1080 changes please contact me on pestanimalrep@wsq.org.au and I will pass 
them on to the 1080 Access Policy working group.

I’d also like to take this opportunity to wish all the members of the pest animal branch a Merry Christmas and a safe 
and prosperous New Year. 

See you round the traps 

Iain

Current Proposed
S7 poison only able to be acquired, stored and handled by 
Authorised Officers of State and Local government.

In addition to current:
•	 approved landholders under a voluntary program; 

and 
•	 approved contractors.

1080 baits only available to members of the public from 
authorised persons of state and local government.

In addition to current:
•	 approved contractors; 

approved landholders under a voluntary program*
*Approved Landowners assistance will be defined by 
the scope of the volunteer program and procedures.  
This may include a limited ability to supply – 
neighbouring properties and at no cost.

Commercially manufactured baits can be sold by Authorised 
persons to authorised persons.

Main change:
•	 policy encourages commercial retailers to have 

one or two staff approved to sell commercially 
manufactured baits.  

•	 policy encourages landholders to have one or 
two persons per property approved to purchase 
commercially manufactured baits.

State has prepared a step by step process for gaining 
approval and will make it readily available.  The process 
is the same as is currently required by State and local 
government officers.

Owners that want to participate in a baiting program must 
inform the local Authorised Person

No change if the landholder wants to access free/cost 
price baits from local government.
However, landholders may bait any time at their 
own expense and may not choose to participate in 
coordinated baiting programs.
Landholders are still bound by the notification 
requirements of the 1080 baiting policy.
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Current Proposed
If an owner elects an agent to collect baits on their behalf, 
an ‘Authority to sign’ form must  be completed e.g. a lessee 
collects baits for a neighbour

Once a person is an approved contractor they will be 
able to source baits/solution.

Approved Contractors may include Pest Management 
Technicians, Pastoral Company Employees, NRM 
Employees, and others in the business of providing 
pest management services.

Approved landholders can supply to designated bait 
user authorisation (BuA) holders. 

Authorised persons (approved State or Local government 
officers) apply written requirements to ensure community 
safety (e.g. in closely settled areas) at the time of supply (in 
force for a maximum of 12 months)

Written directions will be covered by a bait user 
authorisation (BuA) document (in force for up to two 
years).

There will be a minimum set of requirements (similar to 
1080) with additional requirements considered by BuA 
issuer – unclear at this stage.

Owners must complete an ‘Agreement for the provision of 
baits for the control of declared pest animals’ (provided by 
the Authorised Person when the owner receives the baits).

By signing the agreement, owners agree to comply with the 
requirements for use of the baits and indemnify the state or 
local government against any claims or losses.

Approved landholders will need a BuA to lay baits on 
their own land.  The BuA sets out the conditions for 
baiting.  It also ties the baiting activity to a property.

State and Local government provided with two day training 
course delivered by DAFF.

S7 Providers have existing accreditation and require 
endorsement for 1080.

Same training requirements will be required for 
‘bait providers’ (commercial bait retailers, approved 
contractors, approved landholders) and government 
providers.

Will also allow for demonstration of RPL and undertake 
training:
•	 AHCCHM303A - Prepare and apply chemicals
•	 AHCCHM304A - Transport, handle and store 

chemicals.  
•	 AHCVPT302A - Implement vertebrate pest control 

program 

License current for 2 years Approval for ‘bait providers’ (S7 poison retailers, 
approved contractors, approved landholders) and 
government providers to supply 1080 products and 
solution will be determined by issuing authority.

Approval will be for up to and no more than 2 years – 
can be shorter.

Authorised persons required to undergo 2 day refresher 
course for new license

Bait users applying for new permits or the renewal of 
old permits required to provide proof of competency 
(RPL):
•	 AHCCHM303A - Prepare and apply chemicals
•	 AHCCHM304A - Transport, handle and store 

chemicals.  
•	 AHCVPT302A - Implement vertebrate pest control 

program 

CoMpARISIoN CuRReNt AND pRopoSeD 1080 CoNDItIoNS            (cont.)
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Current Proposed
State and Local government officers approved by BQ and 
QLD Health

No change.

Local and State government authorised officers obtain 1080 
from commercial suppliers (manufactured baits) or State 
(1080 solution)

No change for local and state government officers until 
the current State government supply of 1080 runs out.  

The State has not yet determined if it will be able 
to purchase another bulk supply as the current 
arrangement was grandfathered into current 
legislation and may not be allowed under future 
Medicines, Poisons and Therapeutic Goods legislation.

Requirement for Local and state government officers comply 
with Queensland health policy

All current requirements will continue to apply to 
approved persons for supply, delivery and distribution.

Requirements to comply with legislation and BuA. 

QLD Health Policy and Vertebrate Pesticide Manual 
provide guidance on the provision of baits to 
landowners.

The permitting process will be similar with landowner 
receiving BuA with specific conditions to abide by.

Requirement to follow procedures  of director DAFF e.g. 
Protocol for the production of 1080 meat baits

No change.

The host organisation for the approved landholder 
volunteer program will be provided with State 
prepared manuals and procedures.

NOTE: Further work is being undertaken by the DAFF and a stakeholder working group to develop how the approved 
landholder component may be delivered.  It has been identified that to ensure landholders have liability insurance, 
they must be part of a volunteer program run by an organisation that has appropriate liability insurance.

CoMpARISIoN CuRReNt AND pRopoSeD 1080 CoNDItIoNS            (cont.)
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feAtuReS

A	game	changer	in	DNA	detection	technology	is	set	to	revolutionise	field-based	surveys	for	pest	fish.
I recently caught up with Dr Damien Burrows of TropWATER and was delighted (really delighted, this is fantastic) 
with	the	news	that	the	team	have	successfully	refined	a	technique	to	detect	Tilapia	DNA	in	a	water	sample.			
The concept of sampling watercourses to detect invasive species is not new, but has in the past been hampered by 
efficacy	and	reliability	of	extraction	and	detection	techniques.		As	Dr	Burrows	explained,	because	fish	are	in	constant	
contact with the water column shedding cells in mucous, faeces and scales, they leave traces of their DNA all over 
the place. 

Aquatic geneticist Dr Dean Jerry and team developed a 
technique	of	extraction	and	identification	of	DNA	which	requires	
no specialised collection techniques. The process draws the 
water	sample	through	a	filter	which	can	then	be	subject	to	
a	standard	extraction	and	amplification	process	returning	a	
positive or negative result. The results can also provide an idea 
of the density of the target species in the waterbody.

It’s hard to not get excited about this work which it seems will 
not only dramatically improve quality assurance in regard to 
detection	rates	but	will	also	significantly	reduce	the	skill	and	
costs required to conduct surveys. The great news is anyone 
with some basic training can collect a sample. As Dr Burrows is 
quick	to	point	out	the	applications	go	beyond	just	pest	fish	and	
in time could provide an aquatic inventory from a water body 
based on a single sample. 

Beyond	the	obvious	opportunity	to	help	keep	pest	fish	out	of	
our remaining Tilapia-free waterways in north, I see some great 
applications like pre and post control surveys for aquatic weed 
management on the horizon. Watch this space.

For the full ABC Catalyst article  
http://www.abc.net.au/catalyst/stories/4122587.htm    

tIlApIA - NoWheRe to hIDe!              
                                travis Sydes, North Qld WSQ Rep

Top right: Tilapia Mozambique mouthbrooder (Oreochromis 
mossambicus). 
Photo courtesy David Wescott
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WeeDShINe thRouGh the AGeS              
                                                      Jane Morton, Newsletter editor

The	first	newsletter	of	the	WSQ	was	
created using a Gestetner machine 
(stencil on a revolving inked drum) 
in July 1975. In the early days of the 
WSQ, meetings were held monthly 
in the evening, usually with an 
invited guest speaker presenting 
information about the research they 
were working on. 

With no other form of communication 
(symposiums, email, websites) the 
newsletters were used to inform 
members of the outcomes of the 
research and how this information 
could be applied on the ground. 
In these early days, the focus was 
often on new chemical herbicide 
control. 

In 1976 the society added a logo 
to the newsletters - the Noogoora 
burr. The newsletter editor at this 
time was John Swarbrick. In total, 
John developed 11 issues of the 
newsletter from July 1975 to August 
1977.

The newsletter editors from 1975 to 
1983 were:
•	 John Swarbrick 1975 - 1977
•	 Geof Jacobs 1978 - 1980
•	  Alan Lee 1981 - 1982
•	 Keith Noble, and Clynt Wells 

1983
•	 Bruce Wilson 1983. 

Bruce was newsletter editor from 
1983-1986	when	the	first	Qld	
Weed Symposium was held. The 
society and therefore the newsletter 
maintained the same logo of the 
Noogoora Burr until 1996. To add 
a bit of difference between 1983-
1996 the newsletter editors printed 
the newletter on different coloured 
paper.	Trevor	Dunmall	was	the	first	
editor to use the new logo of the 
WSQ in the 1996 newsletter. 

A new style was introduced in 1998 
with the newsletter being revamped 
to a different format. Graphics and 
coloured text included on the front 
page.

1975 newsletter 1976 newsletter

1996 newsletter 1998 newsletter
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In 1999 ‘Weedshine’ was launched by 
the newsletter editor at the time, Steve 
Walker. It came out in a new format, 
new color logo header and side bar, 
start of a new numbering system and 
images on the front cover. Although a 
colour banner was used for the front 
page, it was still in a black and white 
format.

The change to a full color front cover 
was in 2008 when Dorean Erhart took 
over as newsletter editor. Dorean also 
introduced an ISSN number so these 
newsletters could be searchable and 
retained by libraries. The Queensland 
State Library now retains copies of the 
WSQ newsletter.

In 2009, the format of Weedshine was 
revamped. Newsletter editor Jane 
Morton created a template in Adobe 
InDesign so all newsletter from 2009 - 
2014 had a consistent look and feel to 
them. The year 2010 saw Weedshine 
printed in full color and delivered as an 
electronic PDF. Members were given 
the option to receive the newsletter 
via email or hard copy by post. 
Surprisingly the majority of members 
still prefer it as a hard copy. Also in 
2010, Weedshine began including 
articles from the newly recognised 
Pest Animal Branch, providing a 
diverse range of information to our 
members. 

This issue of Weedshine unveils a 
new chapter in the WSQ. We now 
have a new logo. The new look and 
feel of Weedshine (2014 newsletter) 
is very different from the original 
newsletter written by John Swarbrick. 

 Weedshine today continues to 
communicate outcomes of research 
and on-ground action in Weed and 
Pest Animal management. It is still the 
society’s platform for communicating 
with the members and will continue to 
do this into the future.

WeeDShINe thRu the AGeS                                     (cont.)

1999 newsletter 2008 newsletter

2009 newsletter 2014 newsletter
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buffel GRASS thReAt AbAteMeNt ADvICe           
                                                  environmental biosecurity Section, Department of the environment  

The Australian Government Department of the Environment has published a threat abatement advice for Ecosystem 
degradation, habitat loss and species decline in arid and semi-arid Australia due to the invasion of buffel grass 
(Cenchrus ciliaris and C. pennisetiformis). http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/threat-abatement-
advices/buffel-grass-introduction. 

This document was developed in response to the nomination for the inclusion of ‘invasion of Cenchrus ciliaris and C. 
pennisetiformis’ http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/pages/87ef6ac7-da62-4a45-90ec-0d473863f3e6/files/
nomination-buffel-grass-invasion.pdf on the list of key threatening processes under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

The threat abatement advice is a ‘living document’ which will be updated periodically to provide the latest information 
and guidance for stakeholders at national, state, regional and local levels. It suggests on-ground activities that 
can be implemented by local communities, natural resource management groups or interested individuals such 
as landholders. It also suggests actions that can be undertaken by government agencies, local councils, research 
organisations, industry bodies or non-government organisations. Relevant groups or individuals may determine their 
capacity to undertake the abatement activities included in this advice.

The threat abatement advice is available at http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/threat-
abatement-advices/buffel-grass-introduction. We would appreciate it if you could notify any interested parties.

We invite ongoing comments and updates as new information becomes available please email weeds@
environment.gov.au

Top left: Arid recovery group buffel grass eradication zone sign post.
Photo sources from http://www.aridrecovery.org.au/_blog/Arid_
Recovery_News/post/buffel-buster-update/

Top right: Spikelets (C.Wilson).
Bottom left: Mature seedheads, Alice Springs, NT, Aug (C.Wilson)
Bottom right: After rain, Alice Springs, NT, April
Photo sources from http://www.weeds.org.au/cgi-bin/weedident.cgi?tpl=plant.tpl&card=G06
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On	Friday	the	19th	of	September	at	Griffith	University	the	Weed	Society	Queensland	supported	the	Gold	Coast	
Catchment Association event. Dr David Low presented his work and openly discuss the values of all types of weed 
management.

The event was free for all to attend and on the day we had about 20-30 people in attendance.  Organiser Naomi 
Edwards from the Gold Coast Catchment Association arranged for the event to be recorded and the 1 hour 
presentation (complete with questions and answers) is now available for viewing at:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3HfjCgEgTg or search YouTube for Managing Env  ironmental Weeds in 
Changing Climate by David Low.

The following is a blurb for the event: 

Dr David Low, founder of the Weed’s Network at Monash University, is passionate about a sustainable, viable and 
creative future in our relationship with weeds. Dr Low believes that through a spirit of willing exploration we can 
foster ways to better understand weeds, so they become a resource we can manage with the environment and 
future generations in mind.

Dr	Low	is	qualified	with	a	PhD	in	Scientific	Communication	and	is	a	Master	of	Environmental	Science.	He	became	
interested in weeds after working for Monsanto and talking with farmers. He realised that weeds can be used as a 
resource, for example, many weeds can be used as silage to feed stock or as a tool to revitalise soil. Dr Low also 
noticed that where there is biodiversity, there are fewer weed problems.

In order to investigate and communicate information about sustainable weeding, he founded the Weed’s Network in 
2009.	The	growth	of	interest	in	methods	for	the	profitable	and	sustainable	controlling	of	weeds	has	been	amazing,	
with 35,000 members linked into the network from all around the world.

The Weed’s Network provides evidence-based information for innovative ways of thinking about engaging with and 
managing weeds sustainably. An approach Dr Low discusses and how we can adapt current practices in a changing 
climate.

MANAGING eNvIRoNMeNtAl WeeDS IN ChANGING 
ClIMAte                                                                
         Russell Warner Se Qld representative
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A new inititive is underway in NSW. Red Guide Posts are being installed along roadsides throughout the Riverina 
(by	weed	officers)	to	identify	known	locations	of	high	risk	noxious	weeds.	The	posts	alert	road	users	of	the	area	they	
need to avoid to prevent further spread of noxious weeds along high risk pathways.

Eastern & Western Riverina Noxious Weeds Advisory Groups (E&WRNWAG) have teamed up with the Lachlan & 
Macquarie Valley Weeds Advisory Committees (L&MVWAC) to apply for the NSW Government funding under the 
NSW Weeds Action Program (WAP) New Innovative Project for Weeds 2013-2015. Their project pilot - Red Guide 
Post Project – Riverina, Lachlan & Macquarie RWACs was successful, receiving $107,440 to be spent over the 2 
years.

Riverina	Noxious	Weeds	Project	Officer	Paula	Bosse	said	that	over	2,000	red	guide	posts	have	been	distributed	to	
33 partnering councils across the Riverina & Western NSW to be installed next to existing white guide posts at the 
“START” and “END” of high risk noxious weed infestations.

“Red guide posts have so far been installed to identify: parthenium weed, Chilean needle grass, serrated tussock 
and Coolatai grass sites. As new weed infestations are detected, the red guide posts are installed to prevent the 
weed’s spread while the site is being managed,” Mrs Bosse said. A major component of the pilot project is an 
extensive awareness campaign that was successfully launched at the Henty Machinery Field Days. An animated TV 
commercial has also been produced and airied on the WIN network in Southern NSW for 4 weeks in September.

Murray Local Land Services has also partnered with this project to expand the market reach of the commercial 
throughout the region, as well as trial a new advertising medium displayed on service station fuel nozzles. This 
advertising commencing in September and will remind road users to avoid the red guide posted areas.

The website www.riverinaweeds.org.au is a fantastic resource containing all of the resources local govenrments use 
to get the Red Pole Project off the ground in their region. 

In December the Red Guide Post Project won the NSW Weed Management Category at this year’s Local 
Government Excellence in the Environment Awards.

Further information on the Red Guide Post initiative can be found at www.riverinaweeds.org.au. By avoiding Red 
Guide Posted areas we can all help stop the spread of weeds.

oN-GRouND ACtIoN

ReD GuIDe poStS                                       
       adapted from eRNWAG and WRNWAG media release 

Left: Launch of the Red Post Project awareness campaign at one of the Henty Machinery Field Days.
Right: Advertising for a service station fuel nozzle.
Images courtesy Red Post Project.
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bItou buSh upDAte                                      
                        lyn Wiiltshire, biosecurity Queensland, DAff 

Bitou bush surveillance will soon be occurring at key locations on the Queensland coast.  Bitou bush is declared a 
class one pest in Queensland under the Land Protection (Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002. It threatens 
coastal ecosystems of high conservation and recreation value and has been the target of a multi-agency eradication 
campaign since the mid 80s. Isolated infestations are known to be present in coastal areas from Fraser Island in the 
north to the Qld/NSW border.

Each autumn multi agency 
control teams led by Biosecurity 
Queensland	carry	out	field	
surveillance of known sites and 
surrounding areas to detect and 
control bitou bush.  Follow up 
work is carried out at key locations 
in spring to control any seedlings 
that may have regenerated.  The 
field	work	carried	out	by	dedicated	
teams	is	difficult	but	rewarding.		
The	multi-agency	field	teams	
this year are made up of local 
government	officers,	biosecurity	
officers	and	staff	from	Queensland	
Parks and Wildlife Service with 
assistance from local Landcare 
members and landowners.

The program is proving to 
be extremely successful with 
infestation size and the number 
of plants continually declining 

as	time	passes.		In	the	2012/2013	financial	year	a	total	of	193	active	sites	
were treated along the Queensland coast during the coordinated project.  By 
contrast,	in	the	2013/2014	financial	year,	only	115	active	sites	were	located	
and treated over the same area.

Areas already surveyed this year 
include Gold Coast beaches, 
South Stradbroke Island, Rainbow 
Beach, parts of the Sunshine Coast, 
Southern Moreton Bay Islands, 
Moreton Island and North Stradbroke 
Island.  Areas where additional 
survey work will soon commence 
include North Stradbroke Island and 
Rainbow beach.

Given that the ultimate is goal is 
eradication, it is important to locate 
and treat all bitou bush infestations 
in Queensland.  Please be on the 
lookout for bitou bush as you are out 
and about, and report any sightings 
to Biosecurity Queensland.  Any new 
sites will be incorporated into future 
surveillance and control programs.  
The more people looking, the more 
successful we will be.

Top: Bitou bush in flower.
Bottom: Craig Hunter from DAFF surveying 
bitou bush in the field
Images courtesy DAFF
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SIx thouSAND kIloMetReS of QueeNSlAND RAIl 
CoRRIDoR…Who SpRAyS the WeeDS?    
               Glen Withers, Queensland Rail

Queensland is larger than most countries found in Europe, Africa and South America; and at roughly 6,000 
kilometres, the Queensland Rail corridor has been scaled accordingly. 

Managing a rail corridor this size, in addition to multiple rail yards, sidings and other Queensland Rail properties, 
make weed control challenging and time-intensive.  The vast differences between regional and south east 
Queensland rail corridors only add to this complexity. 

In south east Queensland and along the north coast rail corridor staff manage weeds and other vegetation under 
high	voltage	overhead	electrified	lines.	This	equipment,	and	the	high	speed	and	frequency	of	trains	travelling	
through	the	metropolitan	network,	significantly	impede	staff	access	to	the	track	to	conduct	spraying	operations	and	
maintenance activities.

In regional Queensland, vegetation control teams face their own sets of challenges, often being required to travel 
huge distances through remote areas (often with very limited access to clean water), to manage the vast number of 
state and locally declared weeds growing within the rail corridor. 

Vegetation control staff conduct their work from customised hi-rail vehicles which can travel on track and on road.  
To	operate	these	vehicles	staff	must	hold	and	maintain	numerous	licences	and/or	qualifications	including:	

•	 National	certification	as	Rail	Safety	Workers;
•	 Class HR licence to drive on road;
•	 Category 3 Train Drivers licence to drive on track; and
•	 Agricultural Chemicals Distribution Control (ACDC) Commercial Spray Operator Licence to spray herbicides.

The newest addition to the Queensland Rail weed management team, is a 12 tonne hi-rail herbicide spraying truck 
capable of spraying between 120km and 140km of rail corridor without stopping.  It was designed over a period 
of nine years to increase operating range, reduce costs and improve safety. It is hoped that this new piece of 
technology	will	significantly	contribute	to	Queensland	Rail’s	ability	to	more	effectively	and	efficiently	manage	weeds	
on the rail corridor.

All photos show the hi-rail herbicide spraying truck in action. This is a 12 tonne truck that can spray between 120-140km of a rail 
corridor. This has the benefit of reducing costs and improving saftey in Queensalnd Rail.
Photos courtesy of Queensland Rail
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Key features of the truck include:
•	 Herbicide is directly transferred from 1000 litre bulk tanks in the depot, into spray tanks on the truck. This 

reduces herbicide purchase costs and saves staff manually lifting drums;
•	 Dosatron units (on-board the truck) mix herbicide with water automatically in controlled amounts. This reduces 

the operators time spent mixing and adjusting herbicide concentrations, and increases the distance that can 
be	travelled	between	water	refill	stops;	and

•	 WeedSeeker	sprays	are	also	fitted	to	automatically	spray	the	track	between	the	rails.	WeedSeeker	sensors	
are highly accurate and only spray living weeds, rather than bare soil, ballast (the rock under the track) or 
sleepers. 

For more information contact Glenn Withers - Vegetation Specialist on 13 16 17

SIx thouSAND kIloMetReS of QueeNSlAND RAIl CoRRIDoR...                                         (cont.)
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DRouGht INfoRMAtIoN                                     
                                       Jane Morton, Newsletter editor

As at 1 December 2014 there are 44 entire local government areas and three part local government areas that have 
been drought declared, with another 74 Individually Droughted Property (IDP) declarations in an additional nine 
local government areas.

To assist landholders in these areas AgForce has compiled a comprehensive list of relevant contacts for drought-
affected	landholders	to	help	them	find	a	range	of	assistance	options.	The	following	link		http://www.agforceqld.
org.au/file.php?id=3779&open=yes takes you to a comprehensive table listing a range of phone numbers and 
websites including State Government and Commonwealth support as well as practical assistance like fodder drops, 
household needs, and personal support.

As well as this excellent resource, there is new Facebook page called - Qld drought Network 
https://www.facebook.com/qlddroughtnetwork?ref=3Dh  This page is supported by AgForce and the Department of 
Communities. The page will include sharing producer stories, helpful information and contacts and a place where 
drought affected producers can connect. If you have other networks or stakeholder groups you are involved with, we 
encourage you to share the page with them. 

Left: Map of drought 
declared regions. 
Image sourced from 
Qld Drought Network 
facebook page

Left: Qld Drought 
Network facebook page 
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www.wsq.org.au

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS
The Organising Committee of the 13th Queensland Weed Symposium is pleased to invite abstracts for proposed oral and 
poster presentations, as well as expressions of interest for practical demonstrations.  The call for presentations closes on 
Monday 30 March 2015. 

Theme -  A Climate for Weeds

Subthemes 
1. Weeds & weather – the weather impacts greatly on all weed management activities – have you had to respond to a 

weed outbreak brought on by the weather, or have you used the weather to your advantage? 
2. Weeds & finances – budgets continue to shrink and weeds can fall down the list of priorities for government and land 

managers alike – what have you done to get a big bang from not many bucks? 
3. Weeds & people – sometimes the pest is more easily managed than the people – what have you done to engage 

people in weed management? 
4. Weeds & research – research and technology continues to evolve and give land managers hope for the future – what 

are you working on to combat new and existing threats? 
5. Weeds & opportunities – in the weed management game, sometimes you have to get in while the going’s good – tell us 

how you have taken advantage of an opportunity to tackle a weed problem. 
6. Weeds & legislation – regulations impact our weed control work in many different ways – what changes are helping and 

hindering us?

See more at: http://event.icebergevents.com.au/qws-2015/call-for-abstracts#sthash.wPlSd49X.dpuf


