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From the President 

Welcome to the first Weedshine for 
what looks like being a very dry 2014.  
While the drought is a disaster for 
our primary producers, it is a great 
opportunity for our weed and feral 
animal managers.  Like everything 
else, many species of weeds and feral 
animals get stressed during a drought 
and now is the time to hit those species hard.  
Any disruption to reproductive cycles that can 
be achieved now, will literally translate to tens of 
thousands of dollars’ in savings down the track.  

Doing this work takes money and both the State 
and Federal governments have made some 
exciting announcements to that end, with the 
commitment of $9M over three years by Minister 
Dickson to reduce feral pig populations and 
Minister Joyce’s announcement of $10M for feral 
animal management in Queensland and NSW 
drought affected areas. 

It would be great to see some significant sums 
added to that for weed management in the near 
future.

Last year, the WSQ was invited to participate 
in the Pest Animal Summit held in Toowoomba.   
The report and a set of draft recommendations 
is currently out for comment and the Society will 
continue to participate in this process. 

If you would like to get a copy of the report and/
or provide input to the WSQ’s submission, please 
email me at president@wsq.org.au.  Submissions 
are due 16 May 2014.

The Minister is holding the second 
meeting of the Invasive Plants and 
Animals Committee (IPAC) in early 
May.  We’ll be emailing everybody for 
input on the agenda items and anything 
else you would like us to raise on your 
behalf at the meeting as soon as we 
get the agenda.

I know I sound like a broken record, but remember 
this is your weed society.  If you have an idea for 
an event or activity, be it social - like a golf day, 
community weeding or barbeque - or technical – 
like a demonstration day, research forum or weeds 
ID training - don’t hesitate to contact your regional 
representative to help you put your idea together.  
The WSQ has funding available to support the 
delivery of well thought out ideas that deliver value 
to our members.

This year our goal is to grow our membership so 
that we can become a truly representative society 
for the businesses, institutes, organisations and 
individuals who work in weed and pest animal 
management in Queensland and I’d appreciate 
your help in achieving this goal.

Happy weeding,

Dorean

WINNEr 
Congratulations to Peter Macqueen who identified last season’s 

weed as Froelichia floridana, Cottontails.
Peter has won a year’s membership to the WSQ. 

Guess this edition’s cover weed and go into the draw to WIN!
Send your answer to:

newslettereditor@wsq.org.au by June 6th 2014

Grader grass (Themeda quadrivalvis) is an annual, upright and tufted grass native to India. This grass is considered to be in the top 200 most 
invasive plants of south-western queensland. Grader grass is not a declared pest plant under queensland legislation.
Photo courtesy of Wayne Vogler
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Weed SOciety Of queenSlAnd neWS                               
WSq 39th AnnuAl GenerAl MeetinG                      

The Weed Society of Queensland 39th Annual General 
Meeting was held on the 22nd November 2013 at the 
Queensland Herbarium, Brisbane Botanic Gardens, 
Brisbane. Below is a summary of some of the reports 
presented at the meeting.

President’s Report - Dorean Erhart

Our Society has had another busy year delivering 
activities, events and advocacy for its members.  Our 
premier event this year was the 13th Queensland Weed 
Symposium, held at Harvey Bay.  Numbers were good 
and the speakers delivered a wealth of information 
about mapping, treatment, technology and planning.  
There is a lot of work being delivered across our state 
and it’s important to plug into what others are doing out 
there.  The conference dinner over at Kingfisher Resort 
on Fraser Island was great fun and best of all we got to 
celebrate some of our over-achievers by announcing 
the winners of the WSQ Award and the George 
Batianoff Team Excellence Award.

The WSQ also supported our Far North Queensland 
members by providing sponsorship for the FNQ 
Weed Forum and a speaker at the Tiaro community 
awareness event.  

Thank you to all those who provided input to the 
development of the Society’s Advocacy Policy, which 
has already been applied with a meeting being held 
between myself, the FNQ WSQ representative and 
Chief Biosecurity Officer for Biosecurity Queensland.    
Members also would have seen the Minister’s response 
to our letter seeking clarification on the effects of 
the State government restructure and staff cuts to 
Biosecurity Queensland.

As President, I was privileged to be invited to and 
attend the Premier’s Agriculture Industry Reception and 
get a first hand feel for the State government’s priorities 
around agriculture and the particularly strong focus on 
wild dogs.

The WSQ was also invited to participate in the Pest 
Animal Summit held in Toowoomba.   This was a high 
level event involving all key stakeholders and both the 
Departments of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and 
Environment and Heritage Protection to discuss the 
current state of play with pest animal management and 
opportunities for improving outcomes going forward.  
A set of draft recommendations is currently out for 
comment and the Society will continue to participate in 
this process.

Lastly, Minister McVeigh invited the Society to be 

a member of the new Invasive Plants and Animals 
Committee.  This is a high level committee created 
to provide the Minister with more technical and 
operational advice about invasive plants and animals 
management and is an important opportunity to ensure 
the interests of our members are represented at the 
highest levels of government.

The Weeds of Southern Queensland booklet, continues 
to be popular with a further print run and steady App 
sales.  

As president, my main role is to protect the health 
and wellbeing of the Society.   Over the last year, 
our membership numbers have remained steady, we 
are financially secure, continuing to deliver member 
benefits and pursuing opportunities to expand on value 
to members through advocacy action and innovative 
support and tools.  

We won’t be resting on our laurels this coming year 
either.  Our goals for the next twelve months include 
delivering a pest animal symposium in partnership 
with the Australasian Pest Animal Conference, 
increasing our membership base so we can be a truly 
representative society and getting you lot to interact 
more with us and each other on things that matter to 
you.  

To facilitate that, we’ve formed a small working group 
to do a total website revamp – so make sure to get 
involved and let us know what you’d like to see online.  

Lastly, we’ve agreed to work with the Council of 
Australian Weed Societies to help establish a Northern 
Australia Weed Society. Contact Travis Sydes or John 
Clarkson if you’d like to get involved.

I would like to thank the members of this executive, 
symposia organising committees and working groups, 
particularly those who are stepping down this year, who 
with good humour and selflessness, took time out of 
their lives to keep the Society running.  In particular, our 
newsletter editor Jane, secretary Craig and treasurer 
Chris, deserve special thanks for all their hard work.

Treasurers Report - Chris Love    
Audited Treasurer’s Report

INCOME      
Total Income - $28,776
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2011/12 2012/13
Membership Fees $  6,569 $ 6,467
Interest $13,209 $ 8,590
Qld Weed Sym ($ 9,035) $ 4,123
23rd APWSS 11,818) -
4th Pest Animal Sym - $ 39
Weeds of SQ Reprint $39,181 $ 9,091
Weeds of SQ App  - $ 441
Merchandise $ 9 $ -
Other $ 437 $ 25
Total $ 38,552 $28,776  

Membership      
330 Members -  end 2011/12 includes 5 Life Members 
338 Members - end 2012/13 presently 303 financial 
members

Interest
CBA Cheque Account              $ 4.52
CBA - Term Deposit       $8,585.72
Total        $8,590.24

Weeds of SQ App. 
App Download Price:         $1.99 (incl GST)
Provider charges:                                              30%
Return/App Download:                    $1.26 + GST

• nab to CBA transfer fee: $25 per Apple payment

Total Income:        $ 441.00 for 2012/13
•  Google Play: 98 downloads
•  Apple Store: 348 downloads            

EXPENSES                                                              
Total Expenses - $28,279

 2011/12 2012/13
Administration $  1,179 $   1,496
Auditors $  1,445 $   1,450
Newsletter $  4,247 $   2,147
Bank Charges $     458 $      314
Web Site $     360 $     360
CAWS $     350 $         -
Office of Fair Trading $       43 $      45
Insurance $     705 $    641
Postage $     125 $    133
Awards $  3,636 $  3,112
Sponsorship $  4,545 $  3,545
Weeds of SQ Reprint $28,027 $  8,450
Weeds of SQ App $  5,738 $  6,586
TOTAL $50,858 $28,279

Awards:   $$3,291.00 (incl GST)
• Travel Grant: Hellen Haapakoski ($919.00)

(12th Qld Weed Symposium, Hervey Bay)
• Travel Grant: Juliet Musgrave, FCRC ($660.00)

 (12th Qld Weed Symposium, Hervey Bay)
• Battinoff Award Travel to QWS ($1,712.00)

 (South Cape York Catchment – Susan Marsh)

Sponsorship: $3,900.00 (incl GST)
• FNQROC Weed Forum, May 2013 ($550
• CPMG Weed Forum, Sep 2013 ($ 550)
• Invertebrate Pest Animal Symposium, 2014 ($2,800)

STATEMENT Of INCOME & EXPENdITuRE
TOTAL Income $  28,776
less 
TOTAL Expenses $  28,279
NET Profit $       497

BALANCE SHEET as at 30.09.13
Assets  2011/12 2012/13
CBA - Cheque A/C $  13,746 $ 25,091
CBA - Term Deposit $186,990 $195,575
QWS Seed Money $  10,000 $           - 
APWSS Seed Money $           - $           - 
QPAS Seed Money $    9,000

GST Owed $       464 $      156
Total $220,200 $220,822

Liabilities & Equity

GST Payable (error) $           -         125

NET ASSETS $220,200 $220,697

Members Accumulated 
Funds
Opening balance 1/10/12 $232,506 $220,200

Net Surplus/Deficit $  12,306 $       497

Balance 30/09/12 $220,200 $220,607

This is my last report as treasurer after 10 years as 
treasurer in two stints of 5 years

Newsletter Editors Report - Jane Morton          
• majority of members continue to prefer printed 

copies of the newsletter
• three newsletters produced in 2012

• Summer/Autumn (combined), Winter and Spring
• each newsletter contains over 20 pages of 

informative information 
• covering cropping, environmental weed and pest 

animal issues
• produced as full color in semi-gloss 100% recycled 

paper
• delivered to members as both printed and electronic 

(pdf)
• Queensland State Library retains copies of all 

newsletters

WSq AnnuAl GenerAl MeetinG                                 (cont.)
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• majority of members are in SEQld
 
A big thank you to David Thornby the newsletter sub-
editor and to all those members who have contributed 
this year

Council of Australasian Weed 
Societies (CAWS) Report - Steve Walker                                            
Strategic Plan (2013-18) 
•  previous was over ambitious and not achievable
• designing a simpler and hopefully achievable SP
Goals
Communication
• CAWS is recognised by all levels of government 

and general communities of Australia and NZ as the 
leading independent body regarding weed issues

Advocacy and promotion
• CAWS promotes, supports and provides advice for 

weed related activities
Organisational development
• CAWS remains a viable, effective and active body 

representing member societies
Australian Weed Conferences
• 2014 in Tasmania
• 2016 in Perth
• discussions on options to improve attendance, 

frequency, potential to join Australian Agronomy 
Conferences, avoid clashes

Asia Pacific Weed Science Society Conference
• Australian rep on the APWSS executive committee
• 25th APWSS is inb October 2015 in Hyderabad 

India 
• www.apwss.org

South-east  Queensland Branch report - Jen Ford

darling downs Branch Report - Craig Hunter

Western Queensland Branch report - Ursula Keating
Firstly I would like to thank WSQ to have the 
opportunity to be a representative for a group that 
strives to combat weeds, and now pests, however it 
can.

The WSQ has been positive and supportive for a new 
comer like myself, and the network opportunities have 
increased whilst being in this role.

Executive members have opened my eyes to the ‘weed 
world’ and I have a better understanding of past and 
present issues facing all regions of Qld at different 
levels.

Western Qld
It has been a challenge and remains a challenge to 
increase WSQ membership numbers for this region.  
I am yet to pin point why people or groups are not 
joining.  Is it the lack of awareness and promotion of 
WSQ, little representation, or no real need or purpose 
to become a member – marketing of the actual 
benefits?

I have made myself known to local land care and NRM 
groups that are doing a great job in the region, even 
with tightening budgets.

The Coal Seam Gas and related contract work is 
continuing to put positive and negative pressures on 
Western Qld and Darling Downs.  The large volumes 
of machinery, equipment and vehicles places a greater 
risk of new weed incursions in the area and increases 
the risk of spreading the weeds that already exist.  

Weed management strategies, policies and procedures 
need to be revisited. 

Discussions need to remain ongoing to align with the 
changing nature of all industries trying to co-exist in the 
region.

Legislation should be the backing support, to eliminate 
confusion and inconsistencies and create a solid ‘bench 
mark’ to work from.

Awareness and the ‘right’ message should also be 
promoted by trustworthy bodies that hold creditability, 
real knowledge and hands on experience.

To help address the real ‘on the ground’ topics a Surat 
Basin Weed (& Pest) Management Collaboration 
Forum has been initiated. Participants thus far, are 
representatives of the CSG proponents, contractors, 
Powerlink, state and local governments, local land care, 
NRM bodies and private landholders.

Cases of Salvinia and Parkinsonia outbreaks have 
been noted in the region (to name a couple). All in 
which are thus far unrelated to the gas and mining 
industry.  I feel this makes the point to focus just as 
much on Property Owners to have best practices for 
property management and biosecurity.

I will endeavour to continue this outlook for the Western 
Qld region.

North Queensland Branch report - Travis Sydes
Key events and happenings across the Far North for 
2013
Outbreaks and detections
• Gamba Grass in the Southern Gulf ( Doomadgee)
• Crofton Weed on the Southern Atherton Tablelands
• Lions tail,  Southern Atherton Tablelands 
• Gamba grass in Castle Hill, Townsville
• Siam weed, new detections in Cape Bowling Green 

and Shoalwater Bay

Key programs and projects
• Continuing drought conditions in Southern and 

Northern Gulf regions 
• Carpentaria Land Council AC successful in 

land management bid under the final round of 
Biodiversity Fund – the project will continue pressure 
on rubbervine from the Gulf Coast/Gregory River 

WSq AnnuAl GenerAl MeetinG                                 (cont.)
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WSq AnnuAl GenerAl MeetinG                                 (cont.)

(Boodjamulla) to the NT border
• Program review of the National Four Tropical 

Weeds Eradication Program. Operational bases in 
Mossman and Cairns to aid more efficient, local use 
of resources

• Bellyache bush on the Palmer and Mitchell River 
systems continuing (entering monitoring phase for 
small incursion in Mt Garnet)

• Sagittaria on Ross River 
• Thunbergia (several species) removal from Magnetic 

Island progressing well with a landholder partnership 
program working well

• Class one eradication and delimitation progressing 
well on Cecropia spp.

• Honey Dam Salvinia project- progressing to 
eradication

• Major push on Glush weed, Hygrophila in the 
Russell River 

• Stevia ovata management program continuing 
but will begin to integrate with several other target 
specific programs (Siam weed/rubbervine) in target 
areas

• Cape York Peninsula Turtle Predation Program 
delivers close to 90% reduction in predation on 
endangered turtles

• Pond apple progressing to low densities amenable 
to eradication in Townsville and the Lower Herbert

• Bloomfield Valley Horse Management Program 
successfully destocked and relocated unwanted 
domestic horses from the Bloomfield Valley- Wujal 
Wujal Aborginal Shire Council were category 
winners for Environmental Protection in the Keep 
Queensland Beautiful Tidy Towns for their efforts 

• Siam weed transition to management – Renewed 
Siam Weed Management Committee formed – 
multiple taskforces on strategic outliers 

• Fireweed eradication program – Southern Atherton 
Tablelands – progressing to eradication

• Chasing Olive hymenachne on Rinyirru CYPAL 
(formerly Lakefield NP) proving to be major 
challenge

• Bog moss – Mayaca fluavitalis proving to be very 
difficult to control with herbicide

• Hiptage benghalensis – regional taskforce 
continuing successful partnership between QPWS, 
Traditional Owners and local government in 
removing remote outliers from Mossman Gorge

• Gamba grass management program first round of 
works completed across Cape York road network 
and works in Weipa, Northern Peninsula Area 

• Pestfest 2013 – the inaugral joint forum of Cape 
York, Gulf Catchments and Wet Tropics Pest 
Advisory Forums was a resounding success. 
The event attracted 37 presenters, around 250 
participants including 65 people in accredited 
training.

Planning and policy
• National Gamba Grass Taskforce came to a 

close but successfully authored the National 
Management Strategy, designed a national 
management zoning strategy, a national research 

gaps and directions report and code of practice for 
management of retained (pre-declaration) plantings

Research
• NERP - The National Environment Research 

Program – Tropical Ecosystem Hub and northern 
hub delivering several key weed management 
capacity and planning projects across the Tropical 
North

• QDAFF – Current projects underway in region 
– Navua sedge herbicide control options, Stevia 
ovata herbicide efficacy and seed/reproductive 
behaviour, Gamba grass selective herbicide control 
options and seed longevity for a range of tropical 
weed species

2013 Queensland Weed Symposium report - Bruce 
Wilson
• The 12th Qld Weed Symposium was successfully 

held at Hervey Bay on 15-18 July.
• The Symposium involved a Welcome Address, 

three Keynote Presentations, 24 oral papers, 19 
posters and a field trip.  The content was well done 
by the Program and Field Trip committees and by 
the speakers.   The Program committee had the 
difficult job of selecting the oral presentations from 
over 40 abstracts.

• Proceedings were prepared and made available on 
memory sticks.  The Proceedings Committee did a 
very good job particularly with the difficulties of late 
submission of papers.  

• Participation was a total of 154 (not including 
staff), that is, 121 full registrations, 15 sponsor 
registrations and 18 other (keynote speakers, day, 
complimentary).

• The Symposium was supported by 12 sponsors, 
that is, all of the sponsorships available.  Their 
support was very much appreciated. 

• The dinner was a different and enjoyable 
experience, being held at Kingfisher Bay Resort 
on Fraser Island. The George Batianoff Team 
Excellence Award and WSQ Award were made at 
the dinner. 

• The financial result was a profit of $4,535; this 
amount plus the $10,000 seed funding has 
been paid to WSQ.  Total income excluding 
accommodation payments was $121,835 and total 
expenditure was $117,299. In comparison with 
our target of about 150 delegates (plus sponsor 
delegates) to break even, our income was down 
approx. $16.6K and expenditure down approx. 
$17.3K.

• Iceberg Events was contracted to provide 
the organising services for the first time with 
WSQ.  The staff did a fantastic job throughout 
the preparation period and all aspects of the 
Symposium were delivered as planned – Iceberg 
Event staff (Kara and Krysty) were everywhere day 
and night in support at the Symposium.   

• Some of the innovations for the Symposium were 
the commencement of Twitter for WSQ, a single 
field trip with buses leaving at intervals, and 
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electronic presentation of some posters.
• The Organising Committee prepared a short 

debrief document which lists what worked well, 
what could be improved, and further comments for 
the next Symposium.  Areas for improvement or 
change include special meals, electronic posters, 
length of papers, length of lunchbreak and location 
of posters at the venue. 

• A hard copy of the final report from Iceberg Events 
is held by the Secretary along with an electronic 
copy of it and “What worked well or needs 
improvement”.  The Powerpoint presentations are 
loaded on the QWS website which will remain 
active for 12 months. The Proceedings were 
recently loaded on the WSQ website. 

• My thanks to the Organising Committee for a great 
job.  It was a pleasure working with everyone.

Queensland Pest Animal Branch report - Iain 
Jamieson
• Greg Jones thanked everyone involved in the event, 

particularly, Carmel Kerwick, Peter Bell, Dave 
Berman, Damien Ferguson, Lavinnia Fiedler, Frank 
Keenan, Peter Murray, Tony Pople, Mark Weaver 
and Alexis Wilson.

• Greg advised 143 delegates attended the event and 
that a profit of $42.83 was made!

• the final report from EventCorp is available on 
request.

Award presentations
Hellen Haapakoski presented on the highlights and key 
points that she learnt when attending the Queensland 
Weeds Symposium, Hervey Bay.

Joe Vitelli, who received the WSQ award at Hervey Bay 
in recognition for his outstanding individual contribution 
to weed management, gave a brief presentation on the 
highlights of his 30 year career. One of his quotes was 
“Weed management is not for the faint-hearted”.

Dorean Erhart presented Chris Love with the WSQ 
award of Honorary Membership, after Geoff Messer’s 
presentation on Chris’ long and productive career in the 
field of weed management. Chris has been a member 
of WSQ since 1986, on the executive committee from 

1999 to 2013.
General Business
Overview of amended WSQ Awards, recognising 
excellence in pest animal management - Iain Jamieson
• Motion 1: The annual budget for monies for awards 

and grants be increased from $6000 up to $10000; 
Moved: Chris Love; Seconded Peter Bell; carried

• Motion 2: The existing awards be amended to 
reflect pest animal researcher and management 
eligibility; 
Moved: Iain Jamieson; Rod Wood; carried

• Motion 3: To create the Pest Animal Team award 
and the Pest Animal Student travel award (to the 
AVPC); 
Moved: Iain Jamieson; Seconded Jane Morton; 
carried

New WSQ web site development - Jane Morton
• Outline of the proposed new structure was 

presented and feed-back was requested from 
members

Other general business.
• Membership on the ‘Invasive plant and animal 

committee’, currently Chris Love, needs to be 
acknowledged in the newsletter.

Election of Office Bearers for 2014 New Executive
• President - Dorean Erhart
• Vice President - Craig Magnussen
• Secretary - Kym Johnson
• Treasurer - Jeff Werth
• Newsletter Editor - Jane Morton
• Newsletter sub-editor and Social Media  (non-

voting) - David Thornby
• Pest Animal Branch Rep - Iain Jamieson
• Website Editor (non-voting) - Sally Vidler
• CAWS rep - John Clarkson
• Qld Weed Symposium Rep - Hellen Haapakoski
• Darling Downs Branch Rep - Craig Hunter
• South-east Qld Rep - Russell Warner
• Central Qld rep - Bellinda Callanan
• North Qld rep - Travis Sydes
• Western Qld rep - Ursula Keating
• 2nd CAWS rep (non-voting) - Dorean Erhart 

Weed Society of queensland 2014 executive left to right: 
Jeff Werth, David Thornby, ursula Keating, Sally Vidler, Jane Morton, Dorean Erhart, Bellinda Callanan, Iain Jamieson, Kym Johnson.  
Missing: Craig Hunter, Russell Warner, Travis Sydes, Hellen Haapakoski and Craig Magnussen. 

WSq AnnuAl GenerAl MeetinG                                 (cont.)
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Mark Cant 
After moving from his place of birth in Zambia, Mark 
spent most of his schooling life in Dalby on the Darling 
Downs. Being subsequently employed by the Forestry 
Department (in all its permutations) for 20 years gave 
him the opportunity to work in a vast array of native forest 
ecosystems. During this time, Mark had the enviable task 
of spending 12 years criss-crossing the State remeasuring 
½ ha forest monitoring plots (some of which had been 
constantly measured for over 70 years), to monitor changes 
over time. 

Mark perceptively saw that the future of Forestry was 
in a state of flux, so he undertook external studies from 
University of Melbourne in the field of conservation, which 
he enjoyed so much that he went onto complete a Bachelor 
of Applied Science in Protected Area Management. This 
provided a conduit to successfully join the Queensland 
Parks and Wildlife Service in 2002 (after a stint in the 
Vegetation Management Unit in DNR). Being Ranger-in-
Charge of the Western Downs unit, which had custodian 
responsibilities over 67 estates (826,000+ ha), highlighted 
how the big strategic picture had to be viewed when 
implementing pest management activities. 

In 2007 the opportunity to join the Ecological Assessment 
Unit of QPWS came along and Mark could once again 
focus on quantifying the outcomes of pest, fire and 
management activities, by implementing monitoring 
processes and mentoring staff. The 2007 Qld Weeds 
Symposium at Surfers Paradise also provided Mark the 
opportunity to give a presentation on the successes 
and failures of attempting to control Mother-of-millions 
(Bryophyllum spp.) on the Western Downs QPWS 
estates.

This position has since morphed into a QPWS Pest Management Officer (Toowoomba) within the Statewide Pest 
Team (along with WSQ members John Hodgon and John Clarkson). This team coordinates much of the strategic 
pest activities and provides support to the many Rangers endeavouring to control the detrimental effects of pests 
and weeds throughout the estates.

Away from work Mark and Kayleen enjoy revegetating their small property and looking after a menagerie of animals, 
including a retirement home for their faithful old chooks.

Kym Johnson
As newly elected Secretary of the Weed Society of Queensland, I’ve been asked to introduce myself and explain 
why I’m so passionate about weeds – or more accurately in my case, protection of our natural systems.

For me it goes back to early childhood. Both my parents (and most of their friends) were biologists so I grew up 
surrounded by discussions of entomology, ecology and physiology and an all pervasive awareness of the beauty 
and wonder of the natural world. I was never afraid to get into the thick of it and in my time I’ve been bitten, 
scratched and skewered by all manner of animals from cat-fish and crabs to goannas, snakes, birds and bats – 
some might call it carelessness.

I have to admit that as a starry-eyed Uni student, plants were not my thing. Instead I had visions of doing field 
research and/or science reporting in remote parts of Australia on our native cute and cuddlies. I did have the 
opportunity to spend a wonderful month out at Currawinya National Park working with a film crew on the “Bilby 
Brothers” documentary and attempted to do my honours research on the very sweet little blossom bat, Syconycteris 

Right: Marc Cant enjoying the beauty of Cape Naturaliste. a headland 
in the south western region of Western australia at the western edge 
of the Geographe Bay.

The PeoPle who are The wSQ 
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australis. However, as it turns out, studying 
cute and cuddly things is not all it’s cracked 
up to be. They’re never where you expect 
them to be, don’t seem to like being cuddled 
all that much and are almost exclusively 
nocturnal. The last one was a deal breaker.

Invasive species management was not a 
planned progression but it’s hard finding 
work straight out of Uni and I was incredibly 
grateful to snare a job with the Fire Ant 
program. Since then my career has 
spanned a range of research, extension 
and facilitation roles linked to invasive 
plants and animals, most recently working 
as a National Coordinator for the Weeds of 
National Significance Program; and now, as 
a Senior Biosecurity Officer.

What I’ve discovered over the last 12 
years is that it’s the people who make a job exciting and rewarding, not the animals that make you go ‘awww’; and 
invasive plants and animals has the most incredible wealth of interesting and passionate characters I have ever 
come across. The cherry on the cake is that by working in this field I can still have a positive impact on the cute and 
cuddlies – and remain cuddled up in my own bed at night.

I look forward to getting to know many more of the wonderful ‘pesty’ characters out there through my role as WSQ 
Secretary.

Sally Vidler
After spending the last few years dealing with the ubiquitous 
spread of lego rather than some invasive plant, Sally Vidler has 
ventured back into the weedy world, beckoned by the plethora of 
job prospects, magnificent pay and flexible working conditions. Or 
maybe it’s the nice people, and good cause.  

Most recently she’s been working for the Queensland Centre 
for Mothers and Babies at the University of QLD, which by her 
own admission has been a bit different to working in weeds. A 
stint on the University of QLD Animal Ethic Committee was also a 
change from weeds, but an interesting and rewarding insight into the 
amazing array of medical research being carried out across QLD. 

More weedy adventures have included almost four years as the 
Communications Officer for the Weeds CRC. This was a busy time 
which was spent redeveloping the Weeds CRC website, relaunching 
the Newsletter WeedWatch, which many of you were likely 
subscribers, and helping to promote the issue of invasive plants and 
the work of the Weeds CRC and her partners. 

Prior to this she worked as a Communications Officer for an 
Adelaide biodiversity organisation, and before that assessed clearance applications and heritage agreement areas 
for the South Australian Government; SA being the first state to introduce clearing regulations in 1991. 

Having grown up west of the Blue Mountains, in an area known for its natural beauty, she has always had a strong 
interest and love of the natural environment.  Weekends were spent climbing mountains, abseiling, canyoning, 
camping, fishing and hiking. She only got one TV channel. 

Sally is the new Web Editor for WSQ and will assist in the redevelopment of the new website. 

The PeoPle who are The wSQ      (cont.)
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Russell Warner 
Previously employed in State and Local government Land Protection roles, 
Russell has developed and delivered Pest Management activities for both 
public and private customers. 
 
He commenced his professional career in the Royal Australian Navy 
Hydrographic Service and has a strong background in surveying and 
using GIS.  He subsequently acquired his tertiary qualification in the 
Environmental Sciences on the Sunshine Coast.  Russell has since applied 
these skills and qualifications to develop a number of GIS capable of 
delivering user-friendly pest management information.
 
Using his on-ground experience and knowledge of pest management 
issues, Russell has also prepared and delivered presentations to both the 
Qld Vertebrate Pest and Weed Symposia.  His pest management goals are 
to identify and share best practice management tools and techniques with 
others so that collectively we can provide the best possible outcome for the 
community and the environment. 

Russell is the new South-east Queensland representative for WSQ

Belinda Callanan
Belinda has a relatively long history with the Weed Society of Queensland and all things pests, having started 
her ‘Pesty’ career in Rockhampton working for the Lands Department’s, Land Protection, SWEEP Program in 
1996 under the watchful eyes of David Akers, Peter Hinchcliffe and Keith (Poppy) Carsten famously known for 
the establishment of first Rubber Vine Containment Line aka the ‘Carsten’ Line.  Belinda’s first encounter with the 
WSQ was when she attended the 4th Qld Weed Symposium in Longreach in 1996 and has continued to attend and 
contribute to Weed Symposium’s over the years. 

Belinda was one of only a few females working in the Land Protection Unit in regional Qld and had to rough it at 
times with the rest of the pesty team spending lengthy stays away from her home base in pub rooms, caravans, 
shearers quarters, donga’s and if lucky a motel room covering large road distances to get from one pest problem to 
another. 
 
From the mesquite bushes at Quilpie on Comonogin 
Station with Barry Whyte and Rob Cobon,  Prickly Acacia 
at Collinsville with the late Steve Matheson, Bitou Bush on 
North Stradbroke Island with Lyn Wilshire and Barry Whyte, 
Chinee Apple at Springsure with Dean Menzies, Locusts 
on the Central Highlands with Jim Wilmott, Richard Ali and 
Peter Austin, Jodie Sippell, Graham Hardwick, and Bernie 
Shore, Tobacco weed at Sarina with Cassandra Chopping, 
Prickly Acacia on the Yeppen Flood Plain, Rockhampton  with 
Peter Hinchliffe, Craig Magnussen, Garry Zerner and Paul 
Horricks, to George Street, Brisbane with Dr Bruce Wilson, 
Glen Fisher, Jeff Cummings, Barry Toms, Salvo Vitelli and 
John Cross to name just a few.   Belinda thrived in her roles 
with the rest of the dedicated team of pesty’s and developed a 
greater passion for pest management.  This team of dedicated 
pesty’s provided Belinda with exceptional mentoring and she 
continues to stay in touch with many of her pesty mentors from 
those early days in the Department.  

This passion has allowed her to thrive and succeed in pest 
management related roles with Local Government, Not for 
Profit Organisations and now as a hands on director of her own company that Belinda and husband Ted established 
in 2009 focussed on delivery of pest and land management training and consultancy services to a variety of 
industry’s.  

The PeoPle who are The wSQ      (cont.)

above: Russell Warner working on the Siam 
weed project
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Queensland 
16th Australasian Vertebrate Pest Conference
Hotel Pullman King George Square, Brisbane 
Queensland
26th - 29th May 2014
http://www.avpc.net.au/

Tasmainia
Australian Weeds Conference 
Hobart 1st - 4th September 2014     
Hotel Grand Chancellor, Hobart
www.australasianweeds2014.com.au 

Victoria
Fifth Victorian Weeds Conference
Invasive plants and animals - contrasts and 

connections
Geelong 13th - 15th May 
www.wsvic.org.au/node/101

New Zealand
New Zealand Plant Protection Society Conference 2014
12th -14th August 2014 
Wairakei Resort, Taupo, New Zealand

Northern Territory
Ecological Society of Australia 
2014 Annual Conference
29th September - October 3rd 2014
Alice Springs, Northern Territory
http://www.esa2014.org.au/

diAry eventS

cOrrectiOn frOM the editOr                                 

The photo on page 18 of the November issue (no: 54) shown below was incorrectly labelled. It is not Bellyache bush 
(Jatropha gossypiifolia) but the closely related Jatropha multifida.

Belinda and husband Ted relocated from Central Queensland in 2013 to a Grain and Grazing property at Nobby, 
south of Toowoomba to expand their agricultural interests, they continue their strong Central Qld linkages with 
Belinda’s family residing in the region.    Belinda and Ted also have a young son ‘Jack’ who is already a keen weed 
spotter. On days off she enjoys spending time with Ted and Jack visiting farmers markets and café’s, restaurants 
trying the vast array of local produce, visiting local attractions and enjoying some quiet time on the property.  
Belinda has also been recognised for her efforts in pest and land management as a recipient of the Queensland 
Premiers Award and State Government Achievement award together as a finalist in the Queensland Young Farmer 
of the Year and a recipient of the Resource Consulting Services Future Farmers Scholarship.

Belinda is extremely passionate about sharing information on practical solutions to pest related issues with 
the broader community through her own social media accounts and various memberships of industry related 
organisations. As a member of WSQ and the Central Qld rep on the executive Belinda aims to further contribute to 
the WSQ membership through information sharing and utilising her extensive industry knowledge and networks to 
further contribute to the continued success of the WSQ.  

The PeoPle who are The wSQ      (cont.)
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queenSlAnd PeSt AniMAl brAnch               
 

PeST aNIMal BraNch uPdaTe   iain Jamieson, Pest Animal representative

At the recent AGM the Pest Animal Branch representative Iain Jamieson organised members access to the 
University Of Queensland Gatton Veterinary research laboratories. Members and guests were welcomed by PhD 
student Ms Lana Harriot and her supervisor Dr Rowland Cobbold.

Lana demonstrated the processes involved in collecting samples for her project “Disease prevalence and public 
health risks of wild dogs in peri-urban areas of Queensland”. The afternoon was very informative and allowed 
members and guests to view and participate in the necropsy of several wild dogs.

above:  WSq members and guests discuss necropsy of wild dogs to the university Of queensland Gatton Veterinary research 
laboratories.

Participants were able to assist in the collection of the following samples;

•  Nasal swab - for specific bacterial culture,
•      Diaphragm and tongue collection for detection a specific parasitic pathogen,
•  Extraction of teeth to accurately age the animal by the process of x-ray and pulp cavity ratio,
•  Stomach - removed for scientific evaluation of diet,
•  Intestines are emptied and collected for visual and microscopic identification of gastrointestinal parasites,
• Blood, serum and faeces are examined for microbiology and molecular analyses to identify presence of 

pathogens, including parasites, bacteria and viruses. 

Obviously this was not for the faint hearted but proved to be a very informative afternoon for all who attended. The 
Society would like to thank Lana and the University of Queensland School of Veterinary Science for their hospitality.
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apple of Sodom (Calotropis procera)
Photo courtesy Sonia Jordan

above: Tapeworm (Spirometra erinacei), 
extracted from intestine of wild dog. The 
blue one was not extracted from a dog!

left: Ms lana Harriott explains the 
identification of parasites 

PeSt AniMAl brAnch uPdAte                                      (cont.)
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feAtureS

24th ASiAn PAcific Weed Science SOciety   
cOnference, bAndunG, indOneSiA 2013   
   Steve Adkins, Professor in Plant Physiology, SAfS, cPS, qAAfi, university of queensland

Weed scientists and practitioners from all over the Asia-Pacific region and from many other parts of the world met 
in Padjadjaran University Convention Hall Bandung Indonesia from October 22 to 25, 2013 to attend the 24rd Asian 
Pacific Weed Science Conference. The Asian-Pacific Weed Science Society was founded in 1967 and since then 
has held its biennial meetings in different parts of the Asian-Pacific region. These meetings provide a venue for 
the exchange of research and educational ideas and for undertaking activities associated with the Society. The 
Bandung Conference provided a great opportunity for participants to broaden their view on the management of 
agricultural, aquatic and invasive environmental weeds. The delegates shared experiences on the biology, ecology 
and management of weeds across the Asia-Pacific region

Conference Activities 
One hundred and eighty two (182) participants from 15 countries attended the Conference. A total of 155 papers 
were presented including 105 oral presentations and around 50 poster papers. There were 18 Technical Sessions 
with oral presentations delivered in four parallel sessions. The Proceedings of the Conference have been published 
on the APWSS web site (www.apwss.org). Editors of the Proceedings were Dr’s Baki Bakar, Denny Kurniadie and 
Soekisman Tjitrosoedirdjo. 

above: Group photo of the participants of 24th aPWSS conference held at Bandung Indonesia.

The keynote address was given by Professor Steve Adkins who spoke on ‘Some present problems and future 
approaches to weed management in the Asian-Pacific region: supporting food and environment security by 2020’. 

Plenary papers were given by the following people: 
• Professor Dr. Yoshiharu Fuji - ‘Isolation and identification of allelochemicals from traditional crops and utilization 

for agriculture’.
• Professor Albert Fisher – ‘Management of multiple-herbicide resistant Echinochloa spp. in rice’.
• Professor Dr. Kwang Ho Park - ‘Weed control potentials using robotic implements’.
• Dr. Trevor James - ‘Can we successfully manage weeds by manipulating the weed seed bank?’
• Dr. A.R. Sharma - ‘Weed management under conservation agriculture’.
• Dr. Soekisman - ‘Weed risk assessment: a review’.
• Dr. Aurora Baltazar - ‘Challenges and problems in managing weeds in rice: present and future solutions’.
• Professor Dr. Hisashi Kato Noguchi - ‘Momilactone plays a crucial role in rice allelopathy’.
• Dr. N T Yaduraju - ‘Implications of weeds and weed management on food security and safety in the Asia-Pacific 

region’.
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24th ASiAn PAcific Weed Science SOciety  cOnference                                   (cont.)

day 1 Tuesday, 22 October 2013 
The 24th APWSS Conference was opened on 22nd October by Dr. Denny Kurrniadie, General Secretary of the 
APWSS, Professor Stephen Adkins, President of APWSS and by a representative from the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Indonesia. The opening was followed by a keynote presentation by Professor Steve Adkins and then two invited 
papers given by Professor Albert Fisher and Professor Kato Noguchi.  Following the plenary session, there were 
eight concurrent sessions where a total of 42 oral talks were presented. The Conference Dinner was held on the 
evening of Day 1, followed by a cultural show where various local artists performed. 

At the Conference Dinner, Dr. Muhammad Soerjani, a senior scientist who has spent many years promoting weed 
science in the Asian-Pacific region was presented with an award and made a Fellow of Asian Pacific Weed Science 
Society. Dr Soerjani has contributed considerably in the promotion of the awareness of weeds and influencing policy 
makers on all matters to do with weeds over a long career spanning more than 40 years.

above: Some glimpses of the opening ceremony, invited talks and social events taking place at the conference dinner.

left: Dr. Muhammad Soerjani, awardee of Fellow of aPWSS is introduced with delegates
Right: Conference organisers in conference local dress
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24th ASiAn PAcific Weed Science SOciety  cOnference                                (cont.)

day 2 Wednesday, 23 October 2013
In the plenary session of day 2 there were three invited speakers, Dr. Kwang Ho Park, Dr. NT Yaduraju and Dr 
AR Sharma, followed by two concurrent sessions where a total of 32 oral presentations were made. The APWSS 
Executive held its meeting in the main ballroom at 5.30pm and the new society office bearers were elected for the 
period 2013-2015. Dr N.T. Yaduraju was elected as President; Dr Hiroshi Matsumoto Vice-President; Dr Do-Soon 
Kim, Secretary; Dr Michael Renton, Treasurer; Dr Asad Shabbir, Newsletter Editor and Web Master; and Dr Steve 
Adkins took up the position of Past President. Dr Yadujaru then presented the plan for the 25th APWSS Conference, 
which will be held in Hyderabad, India on 13-16 October, 2015. The meeting also accepted a bid from Japan to host 
the 26th APWSS Conference in 2017 presented by Hiroshi Matsumoto, the President of Japanese Weed Science 
Society. The conference will be held in Kyoto, but as yet the date has not been set.

day 3 Thursday, 24 October 2013 - field Excursions
The third day of the conference was devoted to interactive field excursions focusing on weed issues in two different 
ecosystems in Bandung. 
Field Trip 1 : Tangkuban Perahu and Syngenta Trial
Field Trip 2 : Kawah Putih Ciwidey

day 4 friday, 25 October 2013 
There four plenary speakers on Day 4, Dr. Aurora M. Baltazar, Dr. Trevor James, Dr. Soekisman Tjitrosoedirdjo and 
Prof. Dr.Y. Fujii. Following the Plenary session there was one concurrent session where 14 papers were presented. 
The APWSS general meeting was held at 5 pm after this session concluded. 

Closing Session
After four days of successful deliberations, the 24rd APWSS was officially closed by the outgoing APWSS President 
Professor Steve Adkins who thanked the organizers for conducting a successful Conference. At the closing 
ceremony awards were made to a Young and Deserving Scientist under the age of 45, who has made a significant 
contribution to weed science in the APWSS who presented an oral paper at the Conference. The award went to Dr 
Asad Shabbir, University of the Punjab, Pakistan.

left: a glimpse of a technical 
session, chaired by Dr. Steve Walker.

left: award destribution cermony on the closing session of the conference.
above: Some delegates with Prof. Steve adkins, president aPWSS.
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PublicAtiOnS    

Recent scientific publications of interest

Invasive plants
Boyne, Richard L. and Osunkoya, Olusegun O. and Scharaschkin, Tanya (2013) Variation in leaf structure of the 
invasive Madeira vine (Anredera cordifolia, Basellaceae) at different light levels. Australian Journal of Botany, 61 (5). 
pp. 412-417.

Burgman, M. A. and McCarthy, M. A. and Robinson, A. and Hester, S. M. and McBride, M. F. and Elith, J. and Dane 
Panetta, F. (2013) Improving decisions for invasive species management: Reformulation and extensions of the 
Panetta-Lawes eradication graph. Diversity and Distributions, 19 (5-6). pp. 603-607. ISSN 13669516

Dhileepan, Kunjithapatham (2012) Reproductive variation in naturally occurring populations of the weed Parthenium 
hysterophorus (Asteraceae) in Australia. Weed Science, 60 (4). pp. 571-576.

Day, M.D. and Kawi, A. and Kurika, K. and Dewhurst, C.F. and Waisale, S. and Saul-Maora, J. and Fidelis, J. and 
Bokosou, J. and Moxon, J. and Orapa, W. and Senaratne, K.A.D. (2012) Mikania micrantha Kunth (Asteraceae) 
(Mile-a-Minute): Its Distribution and Physical and Socioeconomic Impacts in Papua New Guinea. Pacific Science, 66 
(2). pp. 213-223.

Dhileepan, K. and Trevino, M. and Vitelli, M.P. and Senaratne, K.A.D.W. and McClay, A.S. and McFadyen, R.E. 
(2012) Introduction, establishment, and potential geographic range of Carmenta sp. nr ithacae (Lepidoptera: 
Sesiidae), a biological control agent for Parthenium hysterophorus (Asteraceae) in Australia. Environmental 
Entomology, 41 (2). pp. 317-325.

Hester, S. M. and Cacho, O. J. and Dane Panetta, F. and Hauser, C. E. (2013) Economic aspects of post-border 
weed risk management. Diversity and Distributions, 19 (5-6). pp. 580-589. ISSN 13669516 (ISSN)

Osunkoya, O. O. and Perrett, C. and Fernando, C. and Clark, C. (2013) Patterns of seed bank and size asymmetry 
of plant growth across varying sites in the invasive Lantana camara L. (Verbenaceae). Plant Ecology, 214 (5). pp. 
725-736. ISSN 13850237 (ISSN)

Osunkoya, O. O. and Perrett, C. and Fernando, C. and Clark, C. and Raghu, S. (2013) Modeling population growth 
and site specific control of the invasive Lantana camara L. (Verbenaceae) under differing fire regimes. Population 
Ecology, 55 (2). pp. 291-303.

Panetta, Dane F. (2012) Evaluating the performance of weed containment programmes. Diversity and Distributions, 
18 (10). pp. 1024-1032. ISSN 13669516 (ISSN)

Panetta, F.D. and Cacho, O.J. (2012) Beyond fecundity control: which weeds are most containable? Journal of 
Applied Ecology, 49 (2). pp. 311-321.

Shabbir, A. and Dhileepan, K. and O’Donnell, C. and Adkins, S. W. (2013) Complementing biological control with 
plant suppression: Implications for improved management of parthenium weed (Parthenium hysterophorus L.). 
Biological Control, 64 (3). pp. 270-275.

Taylor, D. B. J. and Dhileepan, K. (2012) Comparative growth and biomass allocation of two varieties of cat’s claw 
creeper, Dolichandra unguis-cati (Bignoniaceae) in Australia. Australian Journal of Botany, 60 (7). pp. 650-659. ISSN 
00671924 (ISSN)

Pest animals
Allen, Lee and Goullet, Mark and Palmer, Russell (2012) The diet of the dingo (Canis lupus dingo and hybrids) in 
north-eastern Australia: a supplement to the paper of Brook and Kutt (2011). The Rangeland Journal, 34 (2). pp. 
211-217.

Allen, Benjamin L. and Goullet, Mark and Allen, Lee R. and Lisle, Allan and Leung, Luke K. P. (2013) Dingoes at the 
doorstep: Preliminary data on the ecology of dingoes in urban areas. Landscape and Urban Planning, 119 . pp. 131-
135.

Russell, D.J. and Thuesen, P.A. and Thomson, F.E. (2012) Reproductive strategies of two invasive tilapia species 
Oreochromis mossambicus and Tilapia mariae in northern Australia. Journal of Fish Biology, 80 (6). pp. 2176-2197. 
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PublicAtiOnS                                     (cont.)

Invasion Biology and Ecological Theory
Insights from a Continent in Transformation

Edited by Herbert H. T. Prins and Iain J. Gordon.

Many conservationists argue that invasive species 
form one of the most important threats to ecosystems 
the world over, often spreading quickly through their 
new environments and jeopardising the conservation 
of native species. As such, it is important that reliable 
predictions can be made regarding the effects of new 
species on particular habitats. This book provides 
a critical appraisal of ecosystem theory using case 
studies of biological invasions in Australasia. Each 
chapter is built around a set of 11 central hypotheses 
from community ecology, which were mainly developed 
in North American or European contexts. The authors 
examine the hypotheses in the light of evidence from 
their particular species, testing their power in explaining 
the success or failure of invasion and accepting 
or rejecting each hypothesis as appropriate. The 
conclusions have far-reaching consequences for the 
utility of community ecology, suggesting a rejection 
of its predictive powers and a positive reappraisal of 
natural history.

Published by Cambridge University Press 
ISBN: 978-11-070-3581-2

Source of image and review: 
Cambridge University Press 
http://www.cambridge.org/

Automation: The future of Weed Control in 
Cropping Systems

Edited by Stephen Young and Francis Pierce.

This book shifts 
the paradigm 
that weeds 
can only be 
controlled using 
broadcast 
applications of 
chemical and 
mechanical 
techniques 
in distinct 
spatiotemporal 
scales, also 
referred to as 
integrated weed 
management. 
In fact, true 
integrated weed 
management is 
more than just 
diversification 
of techniques and for the first time could be achieved 
using advanced technologies. Automated weed control 
is not the proverbial ‘silver bullet’, but an entirely new 
approach in cropping systems where multiple weed 
control strategies are available for use at the same 
time.
In an automated system, sensor and computer 
technologies onboard a robot would first categorize 
each and every plant in a farmer’s field as either weed 
or crop, and then go on to identify the species of weed. 
Once those identifications were made, multiple weed 
fighting strategies located on a single platform could be 
applied to individual plants based on their biology. If the 
system identified a weed that’s resistant to Roundup™, 
for example, it could be spritzed with a different 
herbicide. Or an onboard cutting or flaming micro-tool 
could be used to kill the plant instead.
The production of a book that addresses weed control 
of the future will have profound impacts on current 
and future cropping systems across the globe. To 
date, no other resource exists on this important and 
rapidly advancing topic of automated weed control in 
cropping systems. In the near future, a new approach 
will be needed for managing weeds, especially with 
the challenges of weed resistance to herbicides, off-
site movement of soil, fertilizers, and chemicals, an 
increasingly non-agrarian public, labor shortages, 
economies in recession, and the continued rural to 
suburban land use conversion. Automation is part of 
the solution.

Published by Springer 
ISBN 978-94-007-7512-1
Source of image and review: 
Springer 
http://www.springer.com/
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On GrOund ActiOn

OnGrOund ActiOn tO cleAn uP the PeAr    
                     teresa brecknell and Mark cant, qPWS

Velvety tree pear Opuntia tomentosa is a Declared Class 2 pest that infiltrates both cleared and remnant bushland. 
The species is found prevalently in the Brigalow bioregion on gently inclined hills and in altitudes predominantly 
between 100 and 800 metres. This species is not the infamous, prickly pear Opuntia stricta that was introduced into 
pastoral districts in the 1840’s that carpeted much of the Darling Downs, however velvety tree pear likewise often 
forms dense thickets once established. It is extremely drought resistant because of its succulent nature, its flattened 
stem sections (pads) and thick, tough skins. These features result in plants that use the majority of their internal 
tissues for water storage and their outer parts to reduce water loss and damage by grazing and browsing animals.  
They can remain vigorous in hot, dry conditions that cause most other plants to lose vigour. 

In 2005 Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service Rangers received internal QPWS Strategic Pest Management 
Program funds to reduce velvety tree pear from a range of targeted estates on the Darling Downs. Leyburn State 
Forest was one of those areas targeted and a series of simple photo monitoring plots were established to ascertain 
the outcomes of the project. Velvety tree pear greatly impedes public access to the estate, and alters the understory 
for ground dwelling animals /birds and also changes the conditions required for conducting effective hazard 
reduction burns.

As seen from the pre-treatment monitoring photo (December 2005), the velvety tree pear had well and truly 
established and the Rangers had an extensive task ahead. 

The first treatment sweeps of the area occurred in Dec 2005 with quick follow-up treatments occurring in July 2006 
and June 2007. Further photo monitoring in November 2008 proved how successful the operation has been.
 

December 2005
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cleAn uP the PeAr                                  (cont.)

A revisit of the same monitoring site in 2013 revealed that little redevelopment has occurred. To achieve this 
fantastic result several different techniques were used to kill the velvety tree pear.  Plants taller than 1.5m were 
injected using a tree spear with neat roundup. Any plants smaller than 1.5m were foliage sprayed with Amitrole T 
(4 L/100 L water) combined with a surfactant (Li-700). The tree spearing proved very effective but does have the 
drawback of the operator being occasionally covered by spines if the plant collapses when spearing, and the pads 
make an ideal nesting area for wasps!
                                                                                                                                     
The Velvety tree pear has the capacity to propagate from fallen succulent pads and it was noticed that if the pads 
fell off the plant before the chemical translocated, the pads could re-establish.  It was important to have good sap 
flow in the Velvety tree pear for a good kill, unfortunately this generally means carrying out this control program in 
mid to late summer. Having the historic monitoring site photos gives great encouragement to Rangers (especially 
new staff) to carry out this activity knowing that, unlike many other weed control acivites, a couple treatments can 
provide enhanced and long lasting outcomes.

June 2013

November 2008
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An area of approximately 350 ha has been treated on Leyburn State Forest over 4 years with a noticeable return 
of native grasses and understory reptile & bird species. This commendable result has been replicated on the many 
other estates that QPWS Rangers have targeted. One of the highlights of the project is that the conspicuous results 
have provided impetus to neighbours and councils to likewise target infestations on their own property and along 
road reserves, thereby greatly reducing the future seeding source.

cleAn uP the PeAr                                  (cont.)

left: Ranger Geoff Josey using a tree spear
                                                         
above right: after spraying with amitrole T the velvety tree pear eventually 
turns bright yellow as the chlorophyll breaks down. This highlights the 
activities that have occurred and vividly attracts the attention of all passers-
by. adjoining neighbours are then able to take an avid interest and  monitor 
the collapse of the plants, which has inspired many to seek methodology 
advice and implement similar operations.

above - comparison of treatment times

left: Poor sap flow allowing resprouting. Note: Follow-up spraying with a knapsack or a quikspray unit using amitrole T is critical to 
destroy regenerating plantlets that may develop from collapsed tree pear. Initial operations during good sap flow will greatly assist in 
translocating the herbicide to all sections of the plant, greatly reducing the potential for this sort of development.                                                                           
Right: Good sap flow with entire pads dying 
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A SenSitive iSSue           
  Kylie brookes, community education Officer for Animal and Pest Services, logan city council

Logan City Council is taking a proactive approach to the sensitive issue of chemical spraying within the Logan 
Community. In 2012, Animal and Pest Services Branch conducted research into alternative control measures 
including the use of steam to control weeds on roads. The findings were that steam based weed control technology 
is currently in use by other local authorities and they are achieving significant results. 

To complete the research into this alternative weed control technique, the Health Operations Program Leader, 
Andrew Mayfield visited Leichardt Council to inspect a SteamWand weed control unit. Leichardt Council have been 
using non chemical weed control for over 10 years and this research proved to be an ideal example of non chemical 
weed control in an urban environment. 

In 2013, Logan City Council Health Operations Program facilitated the introduction of ‘chemical free’ treatment in 
Logan City. To implement this initiative, a vehicle was required to be modified to accommodate the newly purchased 
SteamWand. Once the SteamWand was operational, Pest Plant Officers were trained in its use and commenced 
using the unit as part of their regular job allocations, meaning no additional staffing resources were required. 

Numerous benefits for this treatment include:
• Chemical free reputation. Sections of the public frown on chemical use and support any avoidance of their use.
• No chemical runoff to storm water. Council can be confident that no chemical runoff results from the use of the 

SteamWand.
• Ability to successfully treat weeds after whipper snipping. Plants can be snipped to remove the visual impact 

immediately and then the shortened “stump” treated with steam to kill the plant.
• A large volume of boiling water is also applied to the weed – drenching it to the roots.
• Steam can be applied from a hydraulic boom therefore has the potential for greater mechanisation of the 

application.
• No complaints of excess chemical use from residents. (During spraying there can be a perception of excess 

chemical usage and this can result in complaints from residents who are not actually opposed to chemical use.)
• Can be used in wet weather as compared with chemical treatment which cannot be used.
• No over spray issues which can result from chemical use.
• Can be used near schools, gardens, nurseries, pedestrian areas without risk of chemical overspray or creating 

that perception.
• Comes with a training package.
• Can also be integrated with a chemical treatment program in specific areas.

The Health Operations Program receives numerous requests from chemically sensitive residents, asking that 
chemical spraying not be conducted near their properties. Prior to the SteamWand initiative, this left the Pest Plant 
Officers with limited options for treating roadside weeds in specific areas. The Program has made every effort 
to minimise this impact and the SteamWand is now an ideal approach to achieve this and accommodate these 
residents. 

The Health Operations Program has been able to flag which properties require steam to be used in their vicinity 
and can structure treatment methods accordingly through a chemical sensitive register which has been established. 

Right and above: Steamwand control unit logan City Council
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Steam is also being used in chemical sensitive areas and during wet weather, where in the past, staff would have to 
wait until the weeds were dry to apply chemical.

The chemical free SteamWand has now been operational for six months and support has been seen throughout the 
community and amongst staff using the system. The benefits are identifiable and this implantation has become an 
invaluable part of Logan City Council’s Pest Management Plan. 

above: logan City Council officer applying the Steamwand

www.wsq.org.au

This attention-getting vehicle is the latest call 
to action for the NSW Department of Primary 
Industries. The vehicle is a collaboration 
between the Department of Primary Industries 
and Clarence Valley Council. One of Clarence 
Valley Council’s weeds officers’ work vehicle 
has been wrapped to create a strong visual 
impression about the issue of weeds. The 
idea is to grab people’s attention and spark 
some interest in the issue of weeds. 

The aim of vehicle wrapping is to create 
lasting and meaningful visual impressions. 
This approach has become increasingly 
popular in advertising, promotions, marketing 
and public relations. The technique involves 
completely or partially covering a vehicle in 
an advertisement, creating a mobile billboard 
and can be removed or changed relatively
easily. The effectiveness of this type of advertising is very high with research in the United States showing it to have 
a recall rate of 97% and 80% recall of the specific graphics and text used in the wrap. 

Source: Northernstar newspaper http://www.northernstar.com.au/

quirKy nSW Weed PAcKAGe    

A SenSitive iSSue                                  (cont.)


