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WINNER!!! 

Congratulations to Gio Fichera who correctly identified 

the plant on last edition’s cover page as Ricinus   

communis, the castor-oil plant. Gio has won a year’s 

membership to the WSQ. 

Guess this edition’s cover weed and go into the draw 

to WIN A YEAR’S MEMBERSHIP TO WSQ!! 

Send your answer to: 

weedshine.wsq@gmail.com  

by November 30th 2017 

From the President 

 

It’s been another busy year for the society and our members; it’s hard to 

believe we’re in the depths of winter already. I’ve just returned from a short 

jaunt in South Australia and had chance to bump into old friends like bridal 

creeper, gorse and a fox or two; it’s always hard not to have your holidays 

marred by weed and pest spotting but that’s how it goes, once you’ve got 

your eye in you just can’t look away I guess. On the upside, a blustery walk 

along the Waitpinga cliffs revealed tons of coastal natives in flower; a    

lashing of winter orchids emerging and a friends-of group chipping away at 

weeds on the headland. 

Firstly thanks, as always, to the WSQ exec. for their efforts in running the 

show and the continued improvements and updates they are making to the 

society and what we offer our members. I am excited to announce we have 

awarded the tender for the next edition of Weeds of Southern Queensland 

(book and App.) and we are all looking forward to the new instalment of this 

great resource.  

Other administrative and process tweaks the executive have delivered this year include the trialling of 

landholder/student concession rates at this years weed symposium; expanding the student travel award to 

include pest animal symposia and conferences; and streamlining application/nomination requirements for 

our team excellence awards. 

I have been busy working with an enthusiastic organising committee for the 14th Queensland Weed     

Symposium to pull out all stops for a great event in Port Douglas in December. It has been a steep learning 

curve and I expect that there are more lessons to come. I have to say it was particularly useful to have 

helped out on 5th Queensland Pest Animal Symposium last year with Iain and the team before taking on 

the role of chair for this year’s event; for anyone considering getting involved in the 6th QPAS I recommend 

it whole-heartedly. 

Annie our newsletter editor has again done a great job on this edition (all with a new bub on her knee,  

congrats Annie!) and we extend thanks to all who have contributed content. We are always on the lookout 

for your stories and news so don’t be shy and get your articles to us.  

The next key area of activity for us as a society is to focus on how and what we can deliver on the ground 

in the regions through our regional reps. We will be workshopping these soon within the executive but if 

you have ideas on programs, events or products which we might be able to support your region then get in 

touch with your regional rep. and let them know your great ideas. 

That’s all for now, hope to see you in Port Douglas come December. 

Travis Sydes, WSQ President  

mailto:weedshine.wsq@gmail.com
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Serious stuff 

Q: How did you first get involved in invasive 

species management? 

A: Chasing carp and rabbits around down the river, 

doubt I had any population effect. First weed ‘job’ I 

remember was hand-weeding flax-leaf fleabane from 

a gravel stockpile as a boy scout; we were raising 

money for a trip somewhere. I inherited a garden 

job from my older brother as a uni-student and then 

wandered into bush regen (and lots of volunteering)  

Q: How are you currently involved? 

A: I work with councils on planning, policy, 

communication and lots of GIS. I occasionally get my 

hands dirty at work, more often at home amongst 

the reveg on our little block 

Q: What aspect of your role do you enjoy the 

most? 

A: The places. Wet Tropics and the Far North are 

amazing (some great people too!) 

Q: What has been your favourite moment 

working with pests and weeds? 

A: Had some great moments chasing miconia in the 

rainforests around the north 

Q: What do you find the most challenging? 

People and politics, it can wear you down if you let it 

Q: What do you see as a key priority for 

invasive species management in the next 10 

years? 

A: Real stewardship incentives for landholders 

Q: What words of advice would you give to 

someone considering getting involved in 

invasive species management? 

A: Spend some time as a volunteer and ask lots of 

questions 

Silly stuff 

Q: What books are at your bedside? 

A: Most recent book I read was Lonely lands: 

Through the heart of Australia (Francis Birtles), 

others in the pile are Under the Sun: The letters of 

Bruce Chatwin, Flight of the Iguana (David 

Quammen), In the Ghost Country (Peter Hilary & 

John Elder), Free-Heel Skiing (Paul Parker) and the 

Betoota Advocate roundup  

Q: What is an ability you wish you had? 

A: The ability to retire next week 

Q: What is on your bucket list? 

A: Federation Peak, Murray River top to bottom, 

cycle the Carretera Austral, master manuals on the 

mountain bike, Larapinta trail, summer house in 

southern Tassie 

Q: Where would you like to go on a dream 

vacation? 

A: Tierra del Fuego 

Q: You are happiest when? 

A: Travelling with Helen  

Q: A random fact about yourself you would care 

to share with us? 

A: I can touch my nose with my tongue 

In the Spotlight  

Our society is fortunate to include members from diverse and interesting backgrounds. To get to know 

each other better, we will profile a different WSQ member in each edition of Weedshine by asking the 

same set of questions. In this edition, our President, Travis Sydes, will share his answers. 
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Do you have innovative ideas and knowledge of pest animals? Do you want to keep Queensland ahead of 

other states? Then you might be interested in shaping the 6th Queensland Pest Animal Symposium? The 

Weed Society of Queensland Pest Animal Branch is looking to build on the 

success of our previous symposia and seeks expressions of interest from 

members to join the organising committee. 

The role of the organising committee 

is to plan the program (defining 

themes, objectives, topics and      

location), propose key speakers,   

develop and pursue sponsorship   

opportunities, review and select    

abstracts and posters, prepare field 

trips and proceedings. 

While experience with organising 

committees is not essential the    

ability to devote an average 4 hours 

a month to the success of QPAS is. The organising committee meets 

once per month via a teleconference for 1 hour and additional time is 

required for organising field trips, reviewing abstracts, compiling   

proceedings and canvassing sponsors. 

If you are interested in joining the organising committee please email 

me by 1 September 2017at pestanimalrep@gmail.com providing your 

contact details  

If you have any queries regarding organising committee roles or have 

an idea but not the time to join the committee, feel free to flick me an 

email or call me on 0424 778 763. 

Thank you for your collaboration. 

Iain Jamieson 

Pest Animal Branch Representative 

Weed Society of Queensland 

Expressions of Interest: 6th Queensland Pest Animal Symposium 

mailto:pestanimalrep@gmail.com
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Ali Ahsan Bajwa1,2*, Bhagirath Singh Chauhan2, Steve 

Adkins1,2 

1School of Agriculture and Food Sciences, The University 

of Queensland, Gatton, QLD 4343, Australia. 

2The Centre for Plant Science, Queensland Alliance for 

Agriculture and Food Innovation, The University of 

Queensland, Gatton, QLD 4343, Australia. 

*For correspondence: Ali Ahsan Bajwa, Email: 

a.bajwa@uq.edu.au ; Mobile: +61 431 194 862 

Invasive alien species have always been a serious 

problem for agriculture and the environment across 

the globe. Biological invasion is a complicated 

phenomenon and therefore identifying its key 

drivers is an uphill task. Parthenium weed 

(Parthenium hysterophorus L.) is a weed of national 

significance in Australia . It has a hugely negative 

impact on the livestock industry in Queensland, and 

also causes serious human health issues including, 

dermatitis, breathing problems and allergies. The 

annual cost of controlling parthenium weed and 

associated lost agricultural productivity is in the 

millions. Parthenium weed infestations have been 

reported in over 30 crops (agronomic, horticultural, 

and cash crops) in more than 40 countries. Although 

significant literature is available on the negative 

impacts of parthenium weed and the control 

measures used against it, little is known about its 

invasion mechanisms.  

Under the supervision of Bhagirath Chauhan and 

Steve Adkins, Ali Bajwa is doing a PhD on the 

invasion biology of parthenium weed and its 

interference with crop production. Some of the 

significant findings of this project are highlighted in 

this article. 

Parthenium weed was introduced to Queensland 

from the USA in two separate instances post WWII. 

One population, first established in Toogoolawah, 

proved to be non-invasive, never spreading from its 

point of introduction. However, a separate 

introduction in Clermont proved highly invasive, 

spreading throughout central and north Queensland. 

This contrasting invasion history and pattern 

provided us with a model to study the comparative 

biology of these two biotypes of parthenium weed.  

Parthenium weed reproduces exclusively through 

seeds, so studying its germination ecology was the 

first step in unveiling the reasons underpinning its 

invasiveness. We evaluated the effect of major 

environmental factors on the germination of 

Toogoolawah (non-invasive) and Clermont (invasive) 

biotypes, including moisture, temperature, pH, and 

salinity. Relative to the Toogoolawah biotype, the 

Clermont seed had higher and more rapid 

germination over a wider range of environmental 

conditions. However, both biotypes of parthenium 

weed showed a remarkable ability to germinate over 

a wide range of temperatures (5 to 32°C), osmotic 

potentials (0 to -1.0 MPa), salt levels (0 to 250 mM 

sodium chloride), and pH (4 to 10). This flexibility in 

germination requirements could be one of the major 

factors facilitating invasiveness in this species.  

In another study, the two contrasting biotypes were 

grown at three different soil moisture levels (field 

capacity, 25% drought and 50% drought). Again, 

the Clermont biotype outperformed its non-invasive 

counterpart in terms of growth, photosynthetic rate, 

biochemical regulations, biomass production, seed 

production and seed quality. Overall, parthenium 

weed not only thrived at 25% drought but also 

tolerated a significant drought level of 50%.  

 

How Aliens Operate? An Insight into Parthenium Weed Invasion  

mailto:a.bajwa@uq.edu.au
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The Clermont (left) and Toogoolawah (right) biotypes of parthenium weed grown at 100, 75 and 25% 

of soil water holding capacity (WHC) in glasshouse.   

The Clermont (C) and Toogoolawah (T) biotypes of parthenium weed grown at normal (400 ppm) and 

elevated (700 ppm) CO2 levels in controlled conditions growth chamber.  
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Parthenium weed plants produced higher amounts  

of protective biochemicals including soluble proteins, 

soluble sugars, phenolics and proline under drought 

conditions. These results reveal that drought 

tolerance is another weapon in the arsenal of this 

invader. Moreover, the higher adaptability of the 

invasive biotype (Clermont) reinforces the strong 

association between abiotic stress tolerance and 

invasion success. 

Climate change has been reported to facilitate 

biological invasions. To test this hypothesis, we grew 

parthenium weed plants at ambient (400 ppm) and 

elevated (700 ppm) levels of atmospheric carbon 

dioxide (CO2). Parthenium weed almost doubled its 

growth and biomass under elevated CO2. This shows 

that under elevated levels of CO2 in the future, this 

noxious weed may expand its invasion range. 

In conclusion, parthenium weed has an immense 

ability to flourish over a wide range of environmental 

conditions, which promotes its rapid invasion of new 

areas. As part of this project, further studies are 

underway to explore the role of allelopathy in 

parthenium weed invasion using a metabolomics 

approach. Moreover, genetic diversity among 

parthenium weed populations from around the world 

will also be evaluated to establish the invasion 

history and mechanisms of this noxious weed. This 

research is expected to improve our understanding 

of parthenium weed biology, and will assist in 

devising suitable management strategies for this 

troublesome species.  

For further information:  

Please contact Ali Ahsan Bajwa (Email: 

a.bajwa@uq.edu.au ; Mobile: 0431194862) 

The following publications may also be of interest to 

the readers of this article. 

Bajwa AA, Chauhan BS, Farooq M, Shabbir A, 

Adkins SW (2016) What do we really know 

about alien plant invasion? a review of the 

invasion mechanism of one of the world’s 

worst weeds. Planta. 244: 39-57.  

 

Bajwa AA, Chauhan BS, Adkins SW (2017) 

Morphological, physiological and biochemical 

responses of two Australian biotypes of 

Parthenium hysterophorus to different soil 

moisture regimes. Environmental Science and 

Pollution Research. doi: 10.1007/s11356-017

-9176.  

 

Nguyen T, Bajwa AA, Navie SC, O’Donnell C, 

Adkins SW (2017) Parthenium weed 

(Parthenium hysterophorus L.) and climate 

change: the effect of CO2 concentration, 

temperature, and water deficit on growth and 

reproduction of two biotypes. Environmental 

Science and Pollution Research. 24: 10727-

10739.  

 

Nguyen TLT, Bajwa AA, Navie SC, O’Donnell C, 

Adkins SW (2017) The soil seedbank of 

pasture communities in central Queensland 

invaded by Parthenium hysterophorus L. 

Rangeland Ecology and Management. 70: 244

-254.  
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Fast Facts: Tilapia 

Education about the impact of weeds and pest animals, and preventing their further spread across the 

Queensland, is a key aim of our society. Starting with this edition, we will profile a different problem spe-

cies. In this edition, Iain Jamieson is giving us the Fast Facts on Tilapia 

Tilapia fast facts 

1. Tilapia is the common name for nearly a hundred species of cichlid fish from the tilapiine cichlid 

tribe. 

2. Spotted tilapia (Pelmatolapia mariae syn Tilapia mariae) and Mozambique mouth brooders 

(Oreochromis mossambicus) have both established self-sustaining populations in a variety of      

habitats along Queensland’s eastern seaboard. 

3. O. mossambicus are hardy fish and can survive temperatures between 8 and 42oC, although they 

require temperatures of about 16oC to remain active and feed. T. mariae is less tolerant of cooler 

temperatures and therefore has a lower latitudinal range. 

4. Tilapia can be found in 21 of 67 catchments within Queensland, Tilapia have not been found in the 

Murray Darling Basin (yet!). 

5. Tilapia can survive gradual changes in salinity from 0 to 120%, an unsubstantiated report was made 

of 100’s of tilapia washing up dead on South Stradbroke Island after the 2017 floods in SEQ. 

6. Tilapia fish skin is being used in a new clinical trial to treat burn injuries. Males use sound to promote 

their presence, demonstrate reproductive readiness to females, assist in territorial defence and aids 

mate choice. 

7. Tilapia while favouring an herbivore diet are actually omnivores. 

8. Tilapia also have the capacity to tolerate low dissolved oxygen levels by supplementing their oxygen 

requirements via gulping air at the water surface. 

9. Tilapia are tolerant of a wide range of physio-chemical variables, including a range of turbidity levels, 

both high and low pH, and pollution by toxic substances. 

10. In Queensland, sexually mature individuals are commonly active for 9 – 10 months of the year, with 

majority of females producing 4 to 5 broods within this period.  

Mozambique tilapia (Oreochromis mossambicus) 
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Mozambique tilapia (Oreochromis mossambicus) 

Fact Finder 

Interested in contributing a Fast Fact? We would love to hear from you.  

Contact the Newsletter Editor at:  

 weedshine.wsq@gmail.com  

mailto:weedshine.wsq@gmail.com
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THE GIANT TOAD. 

ELIMINATING CANE BEETLES. 

INNISFAIL 

Originally printed in the Cairns Post (Qld. : 1909 - 1954), Friday 12 July 1935, page 14 

Considerable interest was manifested at Innisfail at the recent announcement in the 

"Cairns Post" that a number of specimens of the Giant American Toad (Bufo marinus) 

had been sent to Meringa Experiment station, near Cairns, for propagation and         

subsequent distribution in the far northern cane areas for the purpose of fighting the 

cane beetle pest. 

Mr. R. W. Mungomery, of the Sugar Bureau, recently pointed out that certain people had 

raised the question of the toads possibly proving a nuisance owing to the noise they will 

make. Their call (says Mr. Mungomery) is not objectionable, and certainly not as loud 

nor as shrill as that of many species of frogs which are indigenous to Australia. It has 

sometimes been described as being similar to the distant sound of a motor cycle, of that 

regularity, but more musical. 

Mr. Mungomery adds: "To others who … suggest the possibility that the toad will in turn 

itself become a pest, we can point to the fact that nearly a hundred years have elapsed 

since it was first introduced into the Barbados, and there it has no black marks against 

its character. Experience with it in other West Indian islands and in Hawaii certainly 

point to the fact that no serious harm is likely to eventuate through its introduction into 

Queensland. 

NOT EDIBLE. 

"One important note of-warning must be raised. This toad, though large, is not the     

edible species of frog, and it must not be eaten. The glands at the side of its head      

secrete a digitalis-like poison, adrenalin, and other more obscure poisons, and if the toad 

is eaten the net effect of these poisons is apt to have a very serious effect on the 

heart... warning to deter anyone so minded towards a dish of the famous French       

delicacy to defer it until the edible variety of frog is available and certainly to give Bufo a 

wide berth." 

          Source: http://trove.nla.gov.au 

Blast from the Past 

At our December 2016 AGM, a motion was moved to conduct a naming competition for the WSQ newsletter 

WeedShine to reflect our strong interest and close association with pest animal management.  

Accordingly, we are welcoming suggestions for a new name for our newsletter. So, let’s get our thinking 

caps on and come up with a title that combines these 2 important themes: weeds and pest animals. 

Thank you to those who have already submitted a suggestion. The executive committee will select from 

the list of names entered, with the new name to be announced at the 2017 AGM of the Weed Society of 

Queensland. 

Name our Newsletter Competition 
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New and Noteworthy Resources 

‘Reducing weed risks from fodder guide’ is launched 

Marie Vitelli | General Policy Officer 

AgForce Queensland 

p: 07 3236 3100 | f:  07 3236 3077 | m: 0429 062 852 

e: Marie.Vitelli@agforceqld.org.au 

A fodder weed guide has been launched to reduce weed spread risks, create awareness of the 20 most 

common fodder weeds, and how to identify weeds. Weed risks associated with the massive movements of 

drought fodder during 2015 to 2017 were the catalyst for the Queensland Herbarium’s Weed Spotters   

Network and AgForce to seek National Landcare funding for development of the fodder weed guide. 

Although many sources of fodder are quality assured with minimal weed risk, the high demand for fodder 

during drought, coupled with the good intention of communities not aware of weeds or weedy grasses, 

resulted in an array of winter weeds emerging from some loads of drought fodder.  Many fodder weeds 

emerging after winter rain are toxic if livestock are exposed to large amounts of the weeds.  Seed heads 

from weedy grasses, such as giant rats tail grass, African love grass and gamba grass, can contaminate 

fodder. 

Land managers should always be on the lookout for new emerging weeds to their area and seek         

identification from their local trusted networks.  Many producers may not be aware that the Queensland 

Herbarium offers a free weed identification service, either by sending in a photo or plant specimen.  The 

new fodder weed guide provides easy to follow steps on how to seek weed identification through the   

Herbarium, plus weblinks to a range of useful weed identification websites.   

The ‘Reducing weed risks from fodder guide’ can be downloaded from http://bit.ly/2rV8cbo.  Hard copies 

will be available through AgForce (on 07 3236 3100 or email agforce@agforceqld.org.au), and from a 

range of biosecurity, drought and multi-topic workshops across Queensland’s droughted regions.   

AgForce and Weed Spotters Network 

Queensland acknowledge funding     

support from the Australian            

Government National Landcare        

Programme for the production and  

circulation of this fodder weed guide.  

 

mailto:Marie.Vitelli@agforceqld.org.au
http://bit.ly/2rV8cbo
mailto:agforce@agforceqld.org.au
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In the News 

Editor’s top picks of recent news stories   

‘Gene drives’ could wipe out whole populations of pests in one fell swoop 

The Conversation, 9 August 2017 

WHAT if there was a humane, targeted way to wipe out alien pest species  

http://theconversation.com/gene-drives-could-wipe-out-whole-populations-of-pests-in-one-fell-swoop-

81681 

JCU researchers investigating using crazy ant pheromones as weapons against          

invasive species 

The Cairns Post, 26 July 2017 

THE unique chemical signature of yellow crazy ants is being investigated as a potential weapon to be used 

against the invasive pests 

http://www.cairnspost.com.au/jcu-researchers-investigating-using-crazy-ant-pheromones-as-weapons-

against-invasive-species/news-story/f4ca94ba1cfa35dfc488fa2e1236da06 

Harvest weed seed control: Australian growers world leaders 

The Weekly Times, 26  July 2017 

AUSTRALIAN growers are world leaders in the adoption of harvest weed seed control, which is a preventive 

measure to combat herbicide resistance 

http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/agribusiness/cropping/harvest-weed-seed-control-austrailan-growers

-world-leaders/news-story/3156dd26a7c4531230d54cc3bc643d05 

Red fire ants: $400m committed to fight feral pest in Queensland 

ABC Online, 26 July 2017 

FEDERAL and state agriculture ministers will spend almost $400 million to try to eradicate the destructive 

red imported fire ant for good 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-26/$400m-committed-to-fight-red-fire-ants-in-

queensland/8745016 

Invasive, damaging limnocharis weed detected at Redlynch 

The Cairns Post, 18 July 2017 

BIOSECURITY Queensland found new infestations of the aquatic weed limnocharis at Mission Beach and 

Cairns after residents were asked to look out for the weed 

http://www.cairnspost.com.au/news/cairns/invasive-damaging-limnocharis-weed-detected-at-redlynch/

news-story/1397ee03a799400edecb4e7b8d24c0de 

WA scientists use malaria chemicals to craft new herbicides 

ABC Online, 3 July 2017 

RESEARCHERS from the University of Western Australia (UWA) have used chemicals destined to develop 

new treatments for malaria as a launching pad to create new herbicides that could be available in the next 

five to 10 years 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2017-07-03/wa-scientists-use-malaria-chemicals-new-

herbicide/8673954 

Federal government commits $20 million to a new invasive species centre 

Queensland Country Life, 10 May 2017 

FEDERAL government commits $20 million to a new invasive species centre 

http://www.queenslandcountrylife.com.au/story/4652904/new-invasive-species-research-centre-to-

maintain-momentum/ 

http://theconversation.com/gene-drives-could-wipe-out-whole-populations-of-pests-in-one-fell-swoop-81681
http://theconversation.com/gene-drives-could-wipe-out-whole-populations-of-pests-in-one-fell-swoop-81681
http://www.cairnspost.com.au/jcu-researchers-investigating-using-crazy-ant-pheromones-as-weapons-against-invasive-species/news-story/f4ca94ba1cfa35dfc488fa2e1236da06
http://www.cairnspost.com.au/jcu-researchers-investigating-using-crazy-ant-pheromones-as-weapons-against-invasive-species/news-story/f4ca94ba1cfa35dfc488fa2e1236da06
http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/agribusiness/cropping/harvest-weed-seed-control-austrailan-growers-world-leaders/news-story/3156dd26a7c4531230d54cc3bc643d05
http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/agribusiness/cropping/harvest-weed-seed-control-austrailan-growers-world-leaders/news-story/3156dd26a7c4531230d54cc3bc643d05
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-26/$400m-committed-to-fight-red-fire-ants-in-queensland/8745016
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-26/$400m-committed-to-fight-red-fire-ants-in-queensland/8745016
http://www.cairnspost.com.au/news/cairns/invasive-damaging-limnocharis-weed-detected-at-redlynch/news-story/1397ee03a799400edecb4e7b8d24c0de
http://www.cairnspost.com.au/news/cairns/invasive-damaging-limnocharis-weed-detected-at-redlynch/news-story/1397ee03a799400edecb4e7b8d24c0de
http://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2017-07-03/wa-scientists-use-malaria-chemicals-new-herbicide/8673954
http://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2017-07-03/wa-scientists-use-malaria-chemicals-new-herbicide/8673954
http://www.queenslandcountrylife.com.au/story/4652904/new-invasive-species-research-centre-to-maintain-momentum/
http://www.queenslandcountrylife.com.au/story/4652904/new-invasive-species-research-centre-to-maintain-momentum/
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Upcoming Events 

The 14th Queensland Weed Symposium is to be held at The Port Douglas Community Hall, Port Douglas, 

Australia from 4 - 7 December 2017. 

The Symposium theme is “Our place. People, priorities and practice in weed management”. 

Our place – weed management is ultimately about place.  Place forms the where and why of the        

management targets we set, the places we seek to understand and protect and the relationships which are 

essential to making it happen. Our place is also a play on words as in ‘knowing our place’, where we fit in to 

the bigger picture, the lessons we learn on the way and how we communicate amongst the weed         

management community and beyond. 

People - weeds are ultimately about people, the things we do and don’t do, what we can live with and 

what we can’t. 

Priorities – effective weed management is a balancing act which relies more and more on clear thought 

and decision processes. Understanding what we value is an essential part of this process. 

Practice - practice in its most literal sense means exercising the profession of weed management; but it 

also plays on the idea that practice makes perfect (learning from our mistakes). 

The Symposium provides you with an opportunity to: 

• Learn from others about their on-ground challenges and solutions. 

• Hear of new results and products from research organisations and companies. 

• Present your experiences and successes, and 

• Inform policy makers, scientists, extension officers and trainers about your priorities. 

No matter what your involvement, if you are in weed management or weeds impact on your activities, you 

can benefit from participating in the 14th Queensland Weed Symposium. 

Who should attend? 

Anyone with a passion to rid our Country of weeds and: 

• Local Government weeds officers, managers and Councillors 

• Government land managers for national parks, main roads, railways, defence estate and other        

government lands 

• Landcare and Community group members 

• Company and industry organisation staff in the mining, nursery, grazing, agriculture, horticulture,     

forestry, landscaping, tourism, transport and recreation industries 

• Utility and service provider staff for electricity, water and telecommunications 

• State and Australian Government policy, planning and advisory staff 

• Researchers involved in weed management 

• Weed consultants and contractors 

• Representatives of chemical and equipment manufacturers, wholesalers and retailers 

• Students 

• Traditional Land Owners 

• Landholders 
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In addition to the formal program, there will be ample time for networking and discussions during breaks 

and through a social program incorporating a welcome reception, symposium dinner and field trips 

The call for abstracts is now closed, but video submissions remain open until October 

New to 2017! The Organising Committee is running a competition for short 3-minute videos about your 

work, your place or your project. These videos will be published pre-Symposium and be available    

throughout the event for viewing. The videos will be judged by a select panel of judges for the best       

submission; there will also be a people’s choice award for the most “liked” submission. The winners will be        

announced at the Symposium Dinner on Wednesday 6 December.  

Sponsorship 

Sponsorship opportunities are available for the 14th Queensland Weed Symposium 2017. 

The sponsorship brochure can be viewed via the symposium website: http://event.icebergevents.com.au/

qws-2017/sponsorship-opportunities 

Packages are limited, secure your spot today! 

Program at a Glance 

Monday 4 December 2017 

Welcome Reception  

Tuesday 5 December 2017 

Keynote Speaker Address 

Plenary Speaker Sessions 

WSQ Members Function 

Wednesday 6 December 2017 

Field trips 

Symposium Dinner 

Thursday 7 December 2017 

Keynote Speaker Address 

Plenary Speaker Sessions 

Symposium Close 

New for 2017 – concessional registration rate for landholders and students 

New for 2017!  The Weed Society Queensland is pleased to introduce a concessional registration rate for 

students and landholders with a keen interest in weeds or studying in a related field. Spaces are limited so 

get in early. The concession rate offered for 14th Queensland Weed Symposium will be a 25% discount on 

member/early bird registration (closes 29 September) and will number 10 for the event. 

Eligibility 

The concession is open to both undergraduate and post-graduate students undertaking a relevant field of 

study; and landholders who are not engaged in a professional or salaried role in the weed or pest animal 

management or related natural resource management field. Students must be enrolled at an appropriate 

tertiary institution at the time of making a submission. Landholders must be actively engaged in weed or 

pest animal management. Applicants do not need to be members of WSQ to apply for the award but are 

required to take at minimum one year’s membership to access the member/early bird registration rate.   

More details: http://event.icebergevents.com.au/qws-2017/cost-registration 

http://event.icebergevents.com.au/qws-2017/sponsorship-opportunities
http://event.icebergevents.com.au/qws-2017/sponsorship-opportunities
http://event.icebergevents.com.au/qws-2017/cost-registration
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First Circular 

The European Weed Research Society is pleased to announce that our 18th International Symposium 

“New approaches for smarter weed management” is to take place in Ljubljana, 17-21 June 2018. We aim 

to bring together representatives from research, academia, and industry to present and discuss the latest 

research in weed biology and weed management. We particularly welcome submissions in the following 

areas: weed biology; weed ecology; integrated weed management; herbicide resistance; new, 

smart approaches in weed management; and invasive plants. 

There will be several new features at the symposium, including well-known and inspiring keynote    

speakers and an invitation for submission of proposals for dedicated workshops in emerging areas of 

weed research. The participation of PhD students and postdocs is especially encouraged; in 2018 the 

EWRS symposium will include dedicated poster and oral sessions for PhD and early career scientists. 

Abstract submission is now open at the web site: www.ewrs2018.org 

Deadlines  

17 July 2017  Abstract submission opens  

1 September 2017  Registration opens, Call for junior scientist subsidy opens  

1 October 2017  Second circular issued and circulated  

17 November 2017  Abstract submission closes  

8-9 December 2017  Scientific (SCICOM), Local (LOCOM) and Programme (PROCOM) committees meet  

15 January 2018  Author notification of abstract acceptance  

15 February 2018  Early bird registration closes  

1 March 2018  Deadline for submission of revised (final) abstract  

30 March 2018  Registration closes Notification of early career scientist awards 

Do not miss this excellent opportunity to exchange knowledge with weed scientists and take advantage of 

many networking opportunities. 

 Save the date: 17-21 June 2018. 

Further details for the symposium, including local arrangements, abstract submission and registration  

details will be provided at the dedicated symposium web site: www.ewrs2018.org. Please bookmark this 

site and visit for regular updates! 

We hope to see you in Ljubljana! 

http://www.ewrs2018.org
http://www.ewrs2018.org
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4th ANdinA international workshop  

Species range extensions and local adaptation:  

challenging ecological and evolutionary ideas and assumptions  

San Carlos de Bariloche, Argentina, 29 January-2 February 2018  

ANdinA holds its unique dialogue-style workshops in wonderful locations around the world every two 

years.  We bring together 30-40 researchers from a diverse range of disciplines to debate challenges,  

deconstruct contentious issues, develop new ideas and expand future horizons in topics related to     

ecology, evolution and management.  We then publish the results of our deliberations and ideally walk 

away with the beginnings of new collaborations. This time we will be in the mountains of Patagonia     

discussing two distinct but inter-dependent topics: species range extensions and local adaptation.  The 

meeting should therefore appeal to researchers interested in contexts such as responses to climate and 

other environmental change, species invasions, weed/pest management, conservation and adaptation to 

global change.  

The cost for everything (except travel to Patagonia and alcoholic beverages) is just US$1000.  One third 

of places are reserved for Early-Career Researchers (who pay only US$400). Everyone will have the    

opportunity to co-author at least one paper to be submitted to an international journal.   

We are seeking expressions of interest from enthusiastic people who are prepared to actively involve 

themselves in relaxed, free-flowing dialogue.  Come to challenge and to be challenged in a supportive, 

egalitarian environment.  Contributions will be valued from any relevant area of research: molecular  

evolution to mathematical ecology, biophysical to social sciences, pure to applied, specialists to         

generalists.  

For those seeking inspiring interactions with inspiring people in truly inspiring surroundings, please visit 

our web site for further information, including how to apply:  

www.andina4argentina.weebly.com  

and/or contact Roger Cousens at The University of Melbourne (rcousens@unimelb.edu.au) 

http://www.andina4argentina.weebly.com
mailto:rcousens@unimelb.edu.au
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@weedsocietyqld 

The members of the Weed Society of Queensland (WSQ) share a common interest in weeds and pest 

animals and their management. The Society was formed in 1975 with the aim of advancing the  

understanding and practice of weed management. In recent years the society expanded its scope to 

include pest animals and the WSQ - Pest Animal Branch was born. The WSQ is one of the seven societies 

of the Council of Australasian Weed Science Societies (CAWS): http://caws.org.au 

Reducing the impact of weeds and pest animals, and preventing further spread across the vast and varied 

land types and waterways of Queensland requires on-ground action. This means coordinated action by 

many land and water managers as well as community volunteers in rural, peri-urban and urban areas. 

The Society promotes management of weeds and pest animals through: 

• our newsletter WeedShine 

• publications, social media and multi-media 

• field days and forums 

• conferences & symposia 

• grants, awards and scholarships 

• public relations and advocacy 

Society members are from diverse backgrounds: from practitioners to policy people; landholders to 

scientists. If you’re passionate about weeds and pest animals we would love to hear from you. 

 

Anyone interested in weeds or pest animals and their management can become a member by simply filling 

out and returning the membership form: 

http://www.wsq.org.au/WSQ_Membership_Form_2015.pdf 

About the Weed Society of Queensland 

Website: www.wsq.org.au 

The society is the proud owner of the very popular 

and user-friendly app Weeds of Southern  

Queensland, which is available from Google play and 

iTunes. The app provides identification/herbicides 

recommendations for 132 weeds in southern 

Queensland.  

 

For iTunes: 

https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/weeds-of-southern

-queensland/id594736748?mt=8 

For Google Play: 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?

id=com.wsq.phone&hl=en 

Follow us on Twitter 

https://twitter.com/weedsocietyqld
http://twitter.com/weedsocietyqld
http://caws.org.au/
http://www.wsq.org.au/WSQ_Membership_Form_2015.pdf
http://www.wsq.org.au
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/weeds-of-southern-queensland/id594736748?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/weeds-of-southern-queensland/id594736748?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.wsq.phone&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.wsq.phone&hl=en

