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From the President 

Fellow weedies! 

Welcome to the first issue of Weedshine under the editorship of Annie van 

der Meulen. Annie has stepped into the job following the long and illustrious 

editorship of her predecessor, Jane Morton. Editing the Society’s newsletter 

is one of the biggest tasks on the Executive, and we’re all very pleased to have 

Annie step in to the job. The Society runs on the voluntary contributions of 

time and effort and we’re very appreciative of all the hours our office-holders 

give. Annie is sure to make a capable and energetic editor, but she needs 

member support – send articles! Get yourself published! 

Despite it being winter, it’s an unusually busy time in weed management in 

Queensland. The new biosecurity arrangements have had many of our mem-

bers flat out for months, bringing on-ground direction, advice and support 

for the new regulations to those who will be directly involved. National biose-

curity reviews are also underway at the moment and the Society is fortunate 

to have a seat at the table. All these legislative changes reflect the dynamic 

real-world environment for biosecurity, where resources for management are 

(of course) stretched while threats keep coming in our ever-increasingly con-

nected world. Redefining the responsibilities and roles of all the stakeholders 

in biosecurity is something that will most likely continue, and keeping up 

with these changes requires time and dedication. It’s a good thing WSQ 

members have these qualities in spades! 

Enjoy another information-rich issue of Weedshine. Pay 

special attention to the promotion for the 5th Queensland 

Pest Animal Symposium! We hope to see as many of you 

as possible in Townsville in November. 

      David Thornby 

http://www.wsq.org.au/
mailto:president@wsq.org.au
mailto:vicepresident@wsq.org.au
mailto:secretary@wsq.org.au
mailto:treasurer@wsq.org.au
mailto:newslettereditor@wsq.org.au
mailto:pestanimalsymposium@wsq.org.au
mailto:weedsymposium@wsq.org.au
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WEED SOCIETY OF QUEENSLAND 

NEWS 

Highlights from the Executive Com-
mittee 

Council of Australasian Weed Societies  

Michael Widderick    cawsrep@wsq.org.au 

The Biosecurity Act 2015 commenced on 16 June 

2016, replacing the Quarantine Act 1908.  

Registration is now open for the 20th Australasian 

Weeds Conference (11-15 September 2016). Remem-

ber that WSQ members receive a discounted rate.   

Further conference details are available at:  

http://www.20awc.org.au 

News from South East Queensland   

Nick Bloor   southeastqldrep@wsq.org.au 

Everything you need to know to ‘Go Native’ 

Gold Coast land carers are getting ready to go native 

at this year’s Gold Coast Landcare Forum, to be held 

on Saturday 8th October at Robina Community Cen-

tre. The free, 1 day forum is open to anyone who is 

eager to get involved in the protection and conserva-

tion of Gold Coast’s natural areas and waterways. 

 News from North Queensland   

Travis Sydes    northqldrep@wsq.org.au 

Key events and happenings across the Far North 

Key survey and control operations for Siam weed and 

Stevia during peak flowering season have taken place 

across the region. Surveys in the upper Herbert show 

little-to-no spread from core infestations downstream 

of the Sunday Creek  (meaning lower Herbert detec-

tions have come from another source). 

Wet Tropics Management Authority have released a 

brochure which highlights the importance of biosecu-

rity and management of invasive pests in the Wet 

Tropics. You can download a copy of the brochure at: 

http://www.wettropics.gov.au/site/user-assets/docs/

invasivepestsbrochure2016lr.pdf 

Tablelands Regional Council have launched their first 

weed campaign, utilising the sides of the garbage 

truck as a mobile billboard. The first target of the 

campaign is Fireweed. 

Outbreaks and detections 

New Siam weed detection in the Upper Barron area of 

the Atherton Tablelands. 

Asian honey bee and Varroa mite detected in Towns-

ville port. Biosecurity Queensland has implemented 

a movement control order and surveillance program 

within a 10km radius of the port. No further detec-

tions of Varroa mite or Asian honey bee have been 

made. 

Planning and policy 

The Wet Tropics Healthy Waterways Partnership 

(technical working group) is developing an invasive 

weeds indicator for inclusion in the draft reef health 

report card. If accepted by the relevant peer review 

processes, this will be the first time weeds of water-

ways have been included. 

Pest Animal Branch 

Iain Jamieson    pestanimalrep@wsq.org.au 

5th Queensland Pest Animal Symposium 

Registration is now open for the 5th Queensland Pest 

Animal Symposium. 

Further details are available at: 

http://event.icebergevents.com.au/qld-pest-animal-

2016 

In conjunction with the 5th QPAS, the Weeds Society 

of Queensland will be hosting a meet and greet in 

Townsville on Tuesday 8 November 2016. Venue and 

further details will be provided closer to the date.  

Awards and Scholarships  

Congratulations !!!! 

Cover weed competition 

Janice Wegner identified the cover 

weed on the last edition of 

Weedshine as Parkinsonia aculeate. 

Janice has won a year’s membership 

to the WSQ. To enter the draw to 

WIN, send your guess to:  newsletteredi-

tor@wsq.org.au by October 28th 2016. 

Student Travel Awards 

 Ali Ahsan Bajwa, PhD student, University of 

Queensland.  

 Tracey Steinrucken, PhD Student, Western Sydney 

University.  

Student Project Award 

Josh Nicholls, University of Southern Queensland and 

Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (QLD). Pro-

ject entitled “Determining the establishment status of 

Ectaga garcia and Charidotis pygmaea as lantana 

biocontrol agents in Tropical North Queensland.” 

mailto:cawsrep@wsq.org.au
http://www.20awc.org.au
mailto:southeastqldrep@wsq.org.au
http://goldcoastcatchments.org/gold-coast-landcare-forum/
mailto:northqldrep@wsq.org.au
http://www.wettropics.gov.au/site/user-assets/docs/invasivepestsbrochure2016lr.pdf
http://www.wettropics.gov.au/site/user-assets/docs/invasivepestsbrochure2016lr.pdf
mailto:pestanimalrep@wsq.org.au
http://event.icebergevents.com.au/qld-pest-animal-2016
http://event.icebergevents.com.au/qld-pest-animal-2016
mailto:newslettereditor@wsq.org.au
mailto:newslettereditor@wsq.org.au
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Obituary – John Whitehead (1930-2015) 

John was a founding member of WSQ and was elected as a member of the 

first Executive Committee in 1975.  He continued on the Committee as a 

member (1976), Vice-President (1977-78), President (1979-80) and CAWSS 

member (1984-87).  John was always a keen supporter of WSQ and contribut-

ed greatly to the early development of the Society. 

John’s path to being present at the establishment of WSQ is very interesting.  

He was born on 30 October 1930 in Cairo, Egypt, and later in 1942, John and 

his mother were evacuated to South Africa as a result of WWII.  From there, 

he was sent as a boarder to the UK, and later went on to study agriculture at Wye College, London Uni-

versity. In 1952, John responded to an advertisement for a summer job at a farm in Tanganyika, now 

Tanzania, which was to set the stage for his later working experiences.   

John joined the Colonial Service in 1953, and through Cambridge University, he graduated with a Di-

ploma in Agriculture. He went on in 1954-55 to complete his experiences of tropical agriculture with a 

Diploma at the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture in the West Indies.   John also met his future 

wife, Thora, in Trinidad. 

From 1955 to 1964, John worked for the Colonial Service in a newly emerging agricultural program in 

Tanganyika.  When John’s commitments to the Colonial Service finished, he obtained a position with 

ICI in the Technical Service Rural Division ICIANZ, and the family moved to Perth in 1965.  Around 

Perth he worked in the wheat belt until transferred to Cairns in 1967, where he was involved with the 

sugar cane, tobacco, cotton and cereals industries, and pest management. Cairns was a magical time 

for the family as John worked from home and the family travelled to the beaches most weekends.  In 

1971, John moved to Brisbane.  Overall, he worked for ICI from 1965 to 1983, a total of 18 years, until 

he took a redundancy.  

John then became Technical Services Manager for Nufarm 

Chemicals in 1984-86 and later was a private consultant 

specialising in the safety aspects of farm chemicals and 

weed management.  In 1988, he worked as a consultant for 

ChemCert Training Queensland, a premises assessor for 

Agsafe, a part time lecturer at UQ Gatton and as an advisor 

to a range of organisations. From 1990 to 1997 he was a 

full-time lecturer in plant protection at UQ and continued 

on as a part time lecturer supervising PhD students until 

2005.  

Over 30 years, he co-wrote documents such as those deal-

ing with spray management and farm chemical storage.  

John made a significant contribution to weed management 

in Qld, and particularly in later years to safety with farm 

chemicals.  In his retirement he wrote his memoirs “Out of 

Africa and Back Again - 1930-1964”, which was to be the 

first of two volumes. The second one has been started and 

will be collated at a later date. 

 

  

John Anthony Whitehead  

30.10.1930 - 22.10.2015  
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FEATURES 

New biosecurity laws cut red tape 
and strengthen protection from to-
day 

New laws introduced today are the most signifi-

cant change to biosecurity legislation in Queens-

land for more than 100 years, Minister for Agri-

culture and Fisheries Leanne Donaldson said. 

“The Biosecurity Act 2014 introduces changes to-

day that ensure a consistent, modern, risk-based 

approach to biosecurity,” the Minister said. 

“The changes cut red tape, reduce legislation by 

about 130 pages, and cut the number of biosecuri-

ty fees charged to farmers and the public. 

“Previous biosecurity legislation was out of date, 

inconsistent and lacked the flexibility required to 

enable rapid responses to changing risks.” 

The Minister said Queensland faced more biose-

curity threats due to increased global travel, rising 

trade in animal and plant products and diversity 

of land use. 

“In the face of these increased risks the Biosecuri-

ty Act 2014 improves our response capability by 

enabling biosecurity officers to respond immedi-

ately to emerging situations while testing is under 

way. 

“From today, Queensland’s biosecurity is 

strengthened through new cattle tick manage-

ment, an animal registration scheme, new biose-

curity zones, expanded certification and auditing 

arrangements and flexible requirements for ani-

mal movement. 

 

 

“The Act recognises that all of us share responsi-

bility for biosecurity and that all of us need to en-

sure we do not spread pests, diseases or contami-

nants.” 

Minister Donaldson said the changes were 

achieved through a comprehensive program of 

work over the past two years. 

“Biosecurity Queensland has developed new 

forms, procedures, guidelines and systems to en-

sure readiness to meet client needs. 

“Thousands of web pages have been updated. 

“Officers have engaged with those who will be af-

fected by the changes through industry meetings, 

events and tailored information and training. 

“All of this work now delivers new laws to provide 

stronger protection from biosecurity risks to agri-

culture, the environment and Queenslanders.” 

To find out how the new laws apply to you, call 13 

25 23 or visit www.biosecurity.qld.gov.au  

 

This article was first released as a media state-

ment, Friday July 01, 2016.  

To view this media statement in its original loca-

tion, visit http://statements.qld.gov.au/

Statement/2016/7/1/new-biosecurity-laws-cut-

red-tape-and-strengthen-protection-from-today 

 

 

http://www.biosecurity.qld.gov.au/
http://statements.qld.gov.au/Statement/2016/7/1/new-biosecurity-laws-cut-red-tape-and-strengthen-protection-from-today
http://statements.qld.gov.au/Statement/2016/7/1/new-biosecurity-laws-cut-red-tape-and-strengthen-protection-from-today
http://statements.qld.gov.au/Statement/2016/7/1/new-biosecurity-laws-cut-red-tape-and-strengthen-protection-from-today
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Is Lizzie Back? 

By John Clarkson, Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service 

Most gardeners would be familiar with Impatiens walleriana.  Commonly known as garden balsam, 

busy lizzie or simply, impatiens, this colourful, easy to grow, short-lived perennial, native to eastern 

Africa is grown in warm climates around the world.  It is available as double and single flowering culti-

vars in colours ranging from white, pink and red to orange, lilac and purple.  The capsules, which con-

tain hundreds of small seeds, “explode” when ripe, scattering seeds some distance from the parent 

plant.  As a result, the plant can become a minor weed when it spreads to parts of the garden where it 

is not wanted. 

In parts of Australia, busy lizzies have spread to natural bushland, usually as a result of people dump-

ing garden refuse or moving contaminated soil.  Once introduced in this manner, plants will spread 

further by broken stem fragments and seed.  This appears to have happened in two areas in coastal 

and near coastal parts of Queensland.  On the Atherton Tablelands in Far North Queensland, between 

Yungaburra and Ravenshoe, and in South East Queensland, between Buderim and Springbrook, and 

on several Moreton Bay islands, busy lizzies are commonly found along drains and watercourses or on 

rainforest margins.  When compared to many environmental weeds, the impacts of busy lizzies are 

usually fairly minor however, when they grow in places like cracks in rock pavements along rainforest 

streams, they can displace native species that can only grow in these restricted situations. 

After Severe Tropical Cyclone Larry struck Far North Queensland in March 2006, many gardeners on 

the Atherton Tablelands started to report that busy lizzies seemed to be disappearing from their gar-

dens.  Naturalised populations also seemed to be vanishing.  Plants have been impossible to find until 

quite recently.  A search of the Queensland Herbarium collection database (HERBRECS) in March 

this year showed specimens of naturalised I. walleriana were regularly added to the collection be-

tween 1999 and 2006.  None have been added since 2007. Where had Lizzie gone? 

Impatiens walleriana is commonly known as balsam, busy lizzie or impatiens. 
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Is Lizzie Back? (cont.) 

In 2003, the disease, impatiens downy mildew, was identified on both seed- and cutting-raised I. wal-

leriana in various locations around the United Kingdom.  This was the first record of the disease, 

caused by the fungus-like organism Plasmopara obducens, in the UK.  The exact origin of the disease 

could not be determined, but it is thought it might have gained entry in propagating material from 

mainland Europe.  Authorities suspect it may have been introduced before 2003 and remained unde-

tected whilst asymptomatic, infected plants were spread around the country.  All cultivars of I. walleri-

ana and hybrids with this species are susceptible to the disease.  Impatiens balsamina, another species 

cultivated in Australia, is also highly susceptible although the New Guinea species, I. hawkeri, and the 

commonly cultivated hybrids with this species as one of the parents, are highly resistant.  Impatiens x 

hawkeri hybrids do not produce viable seeds so don’t become weedy. 

In 2004, impatiens downy mildew was found in 3 states in the USA.  By 2013 it had spread to 38 

states.  In October 2006, diseased plants from a commercial nursery near Melbourne were shown to be 

infected with the disease.  Plasmopara obducens had spread to Australia.  Surveys at the time found 

diseased plants in South Australia, New South Wales and Queensland and it was subsequently found in 

Western Australia.  It would appear that, as was thought to have occurred in the UK, the disease had 

been present in Australia for some time before its discovery.  Could this explain Lizzie’s sudden disap-

pearance? 

Like many downy mildew diseases, impatiens downy mildew can remain latent for varying periods of 

time after infection.  Symptoms may only appear when conditions favour sporulation.  The first symp-

toms are leaves turning a paler green than normal with a fine white fungal growth developing on the 

lower leaf surfaces.  The affected leaves turn yellow and are shed or decay rapidly.  Plants become 

stunted and reduced to bare branches with a tuft of yellow leaves and flower buds at the tip.  Flowers 

are either reduced in number or absent.  Severely affected plants will eventually  die. 

Barron River below Dinner Falls, in Mount Hypipamee National Park on the Atherton Tablelands. 
Prior to 2006 busy lizzies grew in all these rock fissures now occupied by ferns. 
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Is Lizzie Back? (cont.) 

Under conditions of high humidity, spore-bearing structures are produced on the underside of the 

leaves.  Spores are spread from plant to plant by water splash and over longer distances by wind.  Just 

before the death of the host tissues, the pathogen may produce thick-walled resting spores.  These 

resting spores can survive in decaying host tissue and soil for extended periods of time. 

Recently, a few gardeners on the Atherton Tablelands have noticed occasional plants of I. walleriana 

appearing in places from which they had been absent for almost 10 years.  Does this mean Lizzie is 

back?   

If so, what could explain the comeback? 

 Could a few individuals of I. walleriana be resistant to impatiens downy mildew and their proge-

ny are only just becoming noticeable? 

 Could the soil seed bank of impatiens have outlived the disease’s soil spore bank? 

 Could the drier than normal wet season experienced on the Atherton Tablelands this year have 

been unsuitable for development of the disease? 

Time will tell.  Lizzie might be back, but for how long, we must wait to see. 

 

More details on impatiens downy mildew in Australia can be found at: 

http://old-cc.clientcommunity.com.au/ngia//clientFiles/ngia/Impatiens_downy_mildew_Fact_Sheet.pdf 

The New Guinea species, I. hawkeri, and hybrids with this species as one of the parent, are highly 

resistant to impatiens downy mildew. 

http://old-cc.clientcommunity.com.au/ngia/clientFiles/ngia/Impatiens_downy_mildew_Fact_Sheet.pdf
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Two new electric ant infestations found in Cairns 

The Cairns community has been credited with the discovery of two 

new electric ant infestations earlier this year, following overwhelm-

ing support to make sure electric ants are gone for good from the re-

gion. 

National Electric Ant Eradication Program Coordinator with Biose-

curity Queensland Gary Morton said this was a very important detec-

tion and exactly what the electric ant campaign was designed to do. 

“Finding the last one per cent of ant infestation takes as much effort 

as finding the first 99 per cent,” he said. 

“While we were surprised by the two new detections, we’re very happy that they were found and we 

were able to get in there quickly and treat them. 

“The new detections were initially found in the back yards of residences in Redlynch and Manoora, 

following a request for residents to check their yards from our recent ‘Join the Ant Hunt’ campaign. 

“We’ve now treated the infestations and are conducting tracing investigations with the assistance of 

residents to find out where they might have come from, and potentially where they could have spread 

to.” 

The electric ant campaign ran between December 2015 and February 2016 and resulted in 1100       

requests from Far North Queensland residents for electric ant yard checks. 

Mr Morton said that the amazing support shown by residents had put the electric ant eradication pro-

gram in a great position to completely eradicate the ants. 

“Far North Queensland should be proud of the part they’ve played in the electric ant eradication pro-

gram,” he said. 

“We simply could not have achieved this result without the enormous support and goodwill of the 

community. 

“As the requests for yard inspections flooded in through January this year we had to prioritise which 

inspections we would do first. 

“We conducted a risk assessment and decided to focus on key areas where electric ants were more 

likely to be found. As a result, these latest two detections were confirmed. 

“We want residents to know that all yard inspection requests are important to us and if we haven’t 

managed to inspect their property yet, or have supplied them with a kit to send a sample back to us, 

that we appreciate their support. 

“It is evident that people recognise how devastating these pests could be to the region and they want 

to help us get rid of them.” 

Electric ants are a serious invasive species that has the potential to ruin our Queensland way of life, 

affect our health and have serious environmental impacts. 

For further information, visit: www.anthunt.daf.qld.gov.au or call 13 25 23. 

Media contact: Chris Hollingdrake, 07 3087 8574 

This article was first released as a media statement, April 16, 2016.  To view this media statement in its original location, 

visit https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/services/news-and-updates/biosecurity/news/two-new-electric-ant-infestations-found-

in-cairns 

 

Electric ants,  Wasmannia 
auropunctata , by Alex Wilde 

http://www.anthunt.daf.qld.gov.au
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/services/news-and-updates/biosecurity/news/two-new-electric-ant-infestations-found-in-cairns
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/services/news-and-updates/biosecurity/news/two-new-electric-ant-infestations-found-in-cairns
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Drones zero in on pest animals 

On Wednesday 29th June, 50 people gathered at Cement Mills property, ‘Brooklyn’ to witness the 

launch of Ninox Robotics’ first commercial pest animal detection venture using their military grade 

drone.  It was a great opportunity for local landholders and pest control officers to see first hand what 

may well become a routine part of pest animal control in the future.   

Southern Downs Regional Council (SDRC), together with project partners Goondiwindi Regional 

Council, Biosecurity Qld and Granite Borders Landcare Committee, have engaged Ninox Robotics to 

utilise their drones to conduct monitoring of pest animal populations in Queensland’s Southern 

Downs, and along the Queensland – New South Wales 

state borders.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Craig Magnussen, Pest Management Officer with SDRC, said “Wild dogs live and breed in amongst 

the large swathes of inaccessible country of the traprock region.  Aerial baiting with helicopters has 

been introduced in recent years to cover these areas in an attempt to achieve effective control.  These 

operations are expensive and require the country to be comprehensively covered in order to put baits 

in areas wild dogs may be.  A bit like trying to find a needle in a haystack.”  

Data captured with the drone’s infra-red and optical cameras will be analysed to estimate pest animal 

populations, enabling future control activities to be better targeted, potentially resulting in more ef-

fective and less expensive control programs.   

For further information on this article, contact: 

Craig Magnussen  
Local Laws Officer (Pest management)  

Southern Downs Regional Council  
craig.magnussen@sdrc.qld.gov.au 

Left: Craig Magnussen (SDRC) and Marcus Ehrlich 
(Ninox Robotics) at the drone launch. 

Right: Group gathered to witness the 
Ninox drone launch at ‘Brooklyn.’ 

mailto:craig.magnussen@sdrc.qld.gov.au
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New herbicide resistance survey 

Author 

Ellen McNamara, Cox Inall Communications 
0429 897 129 
ellenm@coxinall.com.au 

Herbicide resistant weed populations are now found throughout all cropping areas of Australia, 

with at least 40 weed species in Australia with resistance to one or more herbicide modes-of-action 

(MOA).  

The Grains Research and Development Corporation (GRDC) funds ongoing research into herbicide 

resistance to ensure affected areas and number of weed species with resistance data remains up to 

date. 

The GRDC has recently funded a series of herbicide resistance surveys to be conducted in Queens-

land by the Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) and in New South Wales by 

Charles Sturt University (CSU).  

The survey aims to identify and map the herbicide resistance status of key weed species in the north-

ern agriculture region. 

DAF is seeking permission from growers and land managers to enter properties to collect weed 

seeds, and will conduct two surveys in Queensland coinciding with winter and summer grain and 

legume harvests. 

In NSW, CSU will be sampling at 20 kilometer intervals around the state, and growers can expect to 

see CSU vehicles and researchers pre harvest for the collection of weed samples. 

Weeds targeted in the survey include feathertop Rhodes grass, fleabane, sowthistle, barnyard grass, 

windmill grass, liverseed grass, wild oat and Brassica species if present. 

In Queensland, growers will be contacted prior to paddock visits with a date and an estimated time 

of visit, and extra care will be taken to make sure boots and clothing are free from weed seeds before 

entering property.  

All information collected during the survey will remain confidential and results will be available to 

growers when finalised. 

For further information: 

Growers in Queensland need to give their 

permission for samples to be collected from 

their property. Farmers willing to provide 

permission, and anyone interested in the sur-

vey, should contact Adam Jalaludin.  

Phone: 0404 410 517 

Email: adam.jalaludin@daf.qld.gov.au 

Left: One of the survey species, Feathertop 
Rhodes grass, Chloris virgata (Photo by Harry 
Rose). 

mailto:ellenm@coxinall.com.au
mailto:adam.jalaludin@daf.qld.gov.au
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Multifaceted approach - Halting Cat’s Claw Creeper in the Boyne Valley  

Cat’s claw creeper (Macfadyena ungis-cati) is an introduced vine that smothers native vegetation. 

Although many landholders are concerned about the creeper’s impacts, controlling this Weed of Na-

tional Significance is time-consuming and costly.  

To help control it, five landholders have participated in a cat’s claw creeper control program since 

2013 with the support of Fitzroy Basin Association Inc. (FBA) and Capricornia Catchments, through 

funding from the Queensland Government’s Regional Natural Resource Management Investment 

Program.  

 

To encourage further participation, Capricornia Catchments developed a demonstration site at Na-

goorin Bridge Waterhole in March 2014. The site is a swimming hole popular with many residents 

from Boyne Valley, Gladstone and Calliope, and easily visible to passing traffic.  

Capricornia Catchments Project Officer Lisa Del Riccio said many landholders believe that cat’s claw 

creeper infestations are too hard to control. “The demonstration site challenges this view,” she said. 

“The visual effect of dead cat’s claw creeper hanging out of trees will hopefully inspire others to treat 

infestations on their properties. By sharing the results with landholders, we aim to encourage time-

efficient and cost-effective treatment methods.”  

Cats claw infestation before (left) and after treatment (right). 

Volunteers at the  cat’s claw creeper biological control facility. 
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Control of Cat’s Claw Creeper (cont.) 

For the trials, three areas with similar creeper density and growth habits were marked out. Each re-

ceived a different control method.  

1. Cut vine and apply herbicide in a concentration of 83ml per litre of water to the stump.  

2. Cut vine and apply herbicide in a ratio of 1:1 water to the stump.  

3. Cut vine at ground level leaving a bare collar around tree and apply no herbicide.  

The results are definitive. Stumps that were not treated with herbicide have vigorous regrowth, 

whereas the two areas treated with herbicide have shown no regrowth at all, with no discernible dif-

ference between the two application rates. 

“Biological control is another part of our cat’s claw Creeper management program, and many people 

in the Boyne Valley believe it’s our best option,” said Lisa.  

“Jewel beetles, Hylaeogena jureceki, have been released at several sites and they have survived and 

dispersed at all but one site over the past two years.”  

Ubobo landholder Monica Ehret agrees that biological control is crucial to controlling the creeper. 

“Without biological control we will lose the river banks to cat’s claw creeper as physical control is im-

possible,” she said.  

Monica has noticed hopeful signs that biological control is working to control the weed. “Beetles re-

leased at Cave Creek show signs of multiplying. There are breeding discs and leaves eaten. As land-

holders we are positive they have established a colony.” 

For further information on this article, contact: 

Samantha Hall  

Communications Manager, Fitzroy Basin Association Inc.  

Samantha.hall@fba.org.au  

Prickly Acacia - Road to Eradication 

There has been interest from around the country in a documentary released by Desert Channels 

Queensland (DSQ). It tells the story of DCQ's major prickly acacia control program, and stars a WSQ 

member Peter Spence.   

This inspiring story highlights what can be achieved when 

people unite against the destruction weedy plants can inflict 

on our agro-ecosystems. 

“For the first time in many people’s memory, the Cooper 

was flowing the entire 1500 km length from its headwaters 

to Lake Eyre. Across the watershed between the Lake Eyre 

basin and the Gulf rivers, few suspected they would be 

fighting to save their country from the prickle tree explo-

sion that was to follow”……  

For the full story, you can watch the video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=8hql_cTXXrc 

For further information on this video, contact: Alun Hog-
gett, Project Manager, Desert Channels Group 
alun@dcq.org.au 

mailto:Samantha.hall@fba.org.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hql_cTXXrc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hql_cTXXrc
mailto:Alun@dcq.org.au
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Be on the lookout for Miconia and report sightings 

Biosecurity Queensland is urging Far North Queensland residents to be on the lookout for the invasive weed 

Miconia as part of an education campaign. 

Project Coordinator for the National Four Tropical Weed Eradication Program with Biosecurity Queensland, 

Mick Jeffery, said Miconia plants may be growing in backyards or on private properties, and should be report-

ed immediately. 

“It’s essential that any sightings of Miconia are reported in order for us to eradicate this serious pest plant from 

Queensland,” Mr Jeffery said. 

“Miconia is fast growing and quickly colonises disturbed areas, and its shade tolerance allows seedlings to 

grow in gullies and partially shaded understories, which is why it can easily devastate rainforest areas,” Mr Jef-

fery said. 

“It was first introduced into Australia as a garden ornamental in the 1970s and became a popular foliage plant 

and was sold by several nurseries in Queensland and New South Wales. 

“In Tahiti, Miconia was introduced to a botanical garden in 1937, and has now spread across 70 per cent of the 

island, forming monocultural forests driving many species to extinction. We can’t let the same thing happen in 

Queensland,” he said. 

“Under the new Biosecurity Act, which comes into effect on 1 July 2016, a person who deals with Miconia, by 

being in possession of the weed on their land, has a general biosecurity obligation to take all reasonable and 

practical steps to prevent the risk of it spreading. 

“A national eradication program managed by Biosecurity Queensland is currently targeting Miconia in the Far 

North Queensland region, but we need the help of the local community if eradication is to be a success. 

“As this plant is easy to identify, many of our Miconia reports come from the public. 

“Miconia is easy to recognise as it can grow leaves that are up to 1 metre long and have three distinct veins that 

run lengthwise along the leaf and have a distinctive purple underside. 

“Seeds are mainly dispersed by birds that eat the berries, and also in floodwater, mud sticking to vehicles, ma-

chinery, footwear and animals.” 

Biosecurity Queensland is asking residents in the Far North Queensland region to check their properties and 

communities for Miconia and report any sightings via our online reporting form or call Biosecurity Queens-

land on 13 25 23. 

For more information visit: 

https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industry/agriculture/species/declared-pests/weeds/miconia  

Media contact: Heidi Everingham, 07 3087 8599 

This article was first released as a media statement, June 21, 2016. To view this media statement in its original location, 
visit https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/services/news-and-updates/biosecurity/news/be-on-the-lookout-for-miconia-and-
report-sightings 

Miconia calvescens   

https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industry/agriculture/species/declared-pests/weeds/miconia
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/services/news-and-updates/biosecurity/news/be-on-the-lookout-for-miconia-and-report-sightings
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/services/news-and-updates/biosecurity/news/be-on-the-lookout-for-miconia-and-report-sightings
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Upcoming project: improving identification and management of fodder 

weeds in Queensland’s drought areas  

With the prolonged and extensive drought in parts of Queensland, the use of fodder from varying sources has 

been widespread. In some cases, this has resulted in an elevated risk of weed invasion. Problematic weeds such 

as giant rat's tail grass, African lovegrass, thatch grass, Parthenium and Praxelis are among the weeds that have 

potentially extended their range due to drought fodder movements.  

To facilitate improved fodder management and weed identifica-

tion practices associated with fodder use in Queensland’s drought 

areas, a new project is being lead by AgForce Queensland and the 

Weed Spotters Network Queensland, working closely with local 

government and industry agencies. As well as developing fodder 

best practice guidelines, proposed activities include a series of 

workshops and field days for drought declared regions, to hone 

paddock identification skills for ‘high risk’ fodder weeds. Practical 

information on weed identification resources, and a toolbox for 

first response to emerging weed problems will be included. Aus-

tralian Government Ministers, the Hon. Keith Pitt MP and Hon. 

Barnaby Joyce MP are both acknowledged for approving the $55,000 grant through the National Landcare Pro-

gramme – Sustainable Agriculture round for 2015-16.   

For more information on this upcoming 12 month project, contact: AgForce Policy Officer Marie Vi-

telli, ph 0429 062 852 or email vitellim@agforceqld.org.au OR Melinda Laidlaw, Weed Spotters Network coor-

dinator, ph 07 3896 9323 or email Melinda.Laidlaw@dsiti.qld.gov.au  

Joining the Weed Society of Queensland 

The benefits of joining the Queensland Weed Society include: 

 An informative newsletter, WeedShine  

 Links to a great group of passionate people working in the weed and pest animal world 

 Discount to WSQ, Pest animal branch seminars, workshops, conferences and CAWS events 

 Regional field days and workshops on topics of interest 

To apply for membership, download and print the membership application form from the WSQ website, 

www.wsq.org.au, complete the details and mail to the WSQ Secretary. 
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