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From the President 

Fellow weedies and pest animal 
wranglers,

Spring is almost upon us, 
and the first sign in my local 
environment (ie my garden) 
is the renewed appearance of 
weeds in the last week or so. In 
other corners of Queensland, 
it’s still too cold for such things, 
and in still others, of course, 
the weeds never seem to sleep. 
Such is the beauty of a large 
and diverse state.

Even in places that haven’t seen much change in 
the weather, however, other changes have been 
in the wind. There have been some substantial 
legislative movements of great relevance to weed 
and pest animal management in recent months; in 
some cases, the culmination of years of talk and 
planning. The Biosecurity Act 2015 was officially 
approved in June – the ABC called it ‘the biggest 
overhaul’ to this area ‘in over 100 years’. The 
Department of Agriculture claims to have worked 
with over 400 bodies to generate and fine-tune 
the legislation. It’s a significant milestone, though 
the changes are probably yet to be fully felt. 
(See http://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/
legislation/new-biosecurity-legislation for more 
details.)

The Department of Agriculture 
also released its new Agricultural 
Competitiveness White Paper, which 
contains revised provisions on weed 
and pest animal management. The 
plan promises funding to provide for 
‘better tools and control methods 
against pest animals and weeds ($50 
million) and specifically for managing 
weeds and pest animal management 
in drought-prone areas ($25.8 million 
over four years). We will have to wait 
a little longer to see the effects of the 
new policy. (See http://agwhitepaper.

agriculture.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/ag-
competitiveness-white-paper.pdf for the full White 
Paper.)

Over recent months, it has felt like there have 
been submissions to Senate and other enquiries 
flying thick and fast. All this talk may be about 
to turn into action. I suspect the very best place 
to find out about the likely on-ground impacts 
will be through networking at the (very timely!) 
Queensland Weed Symposium, 14-17 September, 
Longreach. At a time like this, access to 
information—and the people who hold it—is more 
important than ever. Take advantage!

Happy weeding, and happy reading,
David, President of the WSQ.

WINNER 

Congratulations to Graham Donnelly who identified last season’s 
weed as, velvety tree pear, Opuntia tomentosa. Graham has won a 

year’s membership to the WSQ. 

Guess this edition’s cover weed and go into the draw to WIN!
Send your answer to:

newslettereditor@wsq.org.au by November 1st 2015

Expression of Interest 
Newsletter Editor for Weedshine 2016

After seven years in the role our Newsletter Editor, Jane Morton is keen to hand over the baton at the next Annual 
General Meeting (AGM). The Weed Society of Queensland is now seeking expressions of interest for this important 
position in the Weed Society Executive.

The Newsletter Editor is required to develop three newsletters a year. These newsletters are a collation of 
information from the executive, members and our external stakeholders on weed and pest animal research and 
management across Queensland and other states. The person will need to be enthusiastic with a flair for creativity 
and editorial finesse.

If you are interested in this role contact Jane Morton, newslettereditor@wsq.org.au for a role description. As this 
position is part of the executive this role will be open for nomination at the next AGM.
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WEED SOCIETY OF QUEENSLAND NEWS            

REGIONAL REPORTS                              

Northern Region Report July 
2015

Travis Sydes – Far North Queensland 
Regional Organisation of Councils

Key happenings across the Far North
• A wet June/July has thrown a spanner in the 

works for many Wet Tropics pest and weeds 
managers while a continuing and worsening 
drought grips many western districts

• Gilbert River Headwaters Action Group have 
come together to work collaboratively on pests 
and weeds like rubbervine across 11 properties in 
the Etheridge Shire

• NQ Dry Tropics Healthy Habitats Program 
hosted a weed management workshop at Majors 
Creek which provided  hands on weed ID and 
management for landholders

Outbreaks and detections
• New Siam weed detection in the lower Herbert 

(Abergowrie) isolated infestations extend 
upstream to within 2.5 kilometres of Blencoe Falls. 
On ground inspection reveals many mature plants 
(5-6 years old). Also new detections of Siam weed 
at Millaa Millaa/Ellinja on the Atherton Tabelands 
and at Giru/Mt Elliot area.

• Gamba grass detected in Bowling Green Bay NP. 
• Tilapia detected in Hinchinbrook Shire in 

catchments of the upper Burdekin
• Salvinia detected in the Bairds Creek region in the 

upper Bloomfield River catchment. 

Key programs and projects
• Far North Queensland/Cape York Peninsula 

gamba grass management project is winding up 
with funded works finalised in the Mareeba district. 
Follow on works Cape York management sites will 
finalise in the next 6 months.

• TRC and Terrain NRM recently hosted a taskforce 
targeting Stevia ovata in the Ravenshoe district

• Cecropia aerial detection works in the Innisfail 
district have detected new mature plants in known 
locations (that’s the easy part). Follow up works 
over the dry season will work with landholders to 
get the essential control done

• Aerial surveys operations have been scheduled in 
between the showers of a wet June targeting Siam 
weed, Stevia, and Cecropia 

• Terrain NRM, BQ, and TRC in collaboration with 
Conservation Volunteers Australia are making 
good progress on an isolated Lions Tail (Leonitis 
nepetifolia) infestation

• Most savannah councils and landholders are 
gearing up for winter wild dog management 
programs

Planning and policy
• Cape York Shire Councils are in the process of 

revising their pest management plans. This round 
of planning will build on the priority setting and 
zone based mapping approach developed in the 
Wet Tropics over the past 5 years.

• With most of the regional NRM plans in review 
and the results being compiled we will soon 
see much of the regional and local knowledge 
and management planning for pests and weeds 
uploaded into interactive web environments. Many 
of these platforms will also have interfaces which 
will allow for public information and citizen science 
to be submitted

Research
• Project ResQu autonomous helicopters developed 

by CSIRO will soon conduct follow up works in the 
detection of Miconia in the Wet Tropics rainforest. 
The project is working in with the 4 Tropical 
Weeds Eradication Program. The initial trials 
which tested the platform and imaging technology 
compared manned versus unmanned flights were 
a success so we are excited to see what the next 
round of work from the project team delivers http://
www.csiro.au/en/News/News-releases/2014/
Robots-to-the-ResQu

• BQ continuing works on trials of aquatic 
herbicides, control methods for Stevia ovata and 
alternative herbicide application methods for 
gamba grass

Darling Downs Regional Report

Craig Hunter - Darling Downs 
Representative

Key happenings
• Snow coated Stanthorpe and other high elevation 

areas all the way up to Cunningham’s Gap.
• patchy rain has fallen across the Region, with no 

real dry areas. 
• Leading sheep held a field day on predator control 

in Goondiwindi. Was very well attended with 
over 130 people coming to listen to information 
sessions. A lot of interest in fencing for properties.

• weed-spotters training held in Stanthorpe by 
Melinda Laidlaw. 

Outbreaks and detections
• Nil to note.
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Key programs and projects
• second round of drought funding focussing on 

feral animal control is taking submissions for 
projects to control feral pigs, wild dogs across the 
region. 

• salvinia project at Miles is capitalising  on the 
cool weather and the 99% reduction in salvinia 
biomass to hopefully eradicate the weed from the 
weir system. 

• parthenium biocontrol have been released on 
plants in the Mitchell area to hopefully help with 
reduction of biomass and support control efforts. 

• DNRM gas field compliance officers continue to 
audit gas companies on weed hygiene practices 
in relation to the land access code. No major 
breaches by companies who seem to take the 
issue of weed hygiene seriously. 

• Toowoomba regional council initiating property 
surveys across the region. Field days have been 
held to ensure landholders are aware of the 
reasons for the surveys and dispel any fears. 
The property by property surveys will provide 
a complete picture of what species are present 
across the landscape.

Western Queensland Regional 
Report

Ursula Keating - Western Queensland 
Representative

Key happenings
• Western Queensland has been very active in 

terms of property biosecurity and understanding 
of risk

• Significant promotion has been conducted at high 
contact point areas such as the Roma Saleyards 

for the education of weeds (especially prickle 
bushes) and weed seed spread.

Events
• I assisted Ms Kym Mcintyre (BQ) and Sarah Jane 

Wilson (LBN) to conduct a Property Biosecurity 
workshop at Wallumbilla (April). 

• The workshop was very well attended with 
special guest speaker Mr Richard Golden.

Central Queensland Regional 
Report

Belinda Callanan - Central Queensland 
Representative

Key happenings
• CQ is in recovery mode following a category 

5 cyclone making landfall at Shoal Water Bay 
Military Training area and travelling inland causing 
significant damage to the Capricornia region as far 
south as Biloela coupled with a devastating flood 
event in the Dawson Valley at the same time.  

• The region is recovering well and shined  with the 
showcase event Beef Australia 2015 conducted in 
Rockhampton in May.  

• Numerous organisations took the opportunity to 
showcase their services to a large audience.  BQ 
together with many other organisations educated 
the public on Biosecurity issues and other NRM 
and land management issues with seminars 
displays etc.  

• Locusts have proven a large concern in the 
Banana region 

• I have responded to 2 enquiries in regards to 
weed issues via the WSQ website and President.

REGIONAL REPORTS                            (cont.)

BERNIE SHORE’S PASSING        
To those who knew Bernie Shore, we recently received the news that Bernie Shore passed away on 14 June 2015, 
following a long battle with cancer.

Bernie started employment with the Queensland Government in 1980 at Goondiwindi as a Rabbit Control 
Officer with the Rabbit Control Authority. In the early 1990s Bernie moved to Bundaberg and expanded his pest 
management skills from rabbits to the full array of weeds and pest animals.

Bernie became a reliable friend and respected colleague to many in the pest management sphere in the Wide Bay 
and Burnett regions. Bernie finished with the department in late 2013 after 33 years of working with the rabbit control 
authority at Goondiwindi and the department under its various names.

In his private life Bernie was a strong team member of various community groups - President of Lions Clubs at 
Bundaberg and Moore Park as well as Treasurer of the Moore Park Fishing Club. 

Those that knew him well and those that knew him fleetingly will all attest to his affable nature, abundant skills and 
reliability under pressure. 

Bernie passed away peacefully at his home surrounded by family on June 14, 2015. Beloved husband of Sherrie. 
Father of Ben, Sadie, Berlinda, Melissa. Loving Pop of their children. Brother, brother-in-law and uncle of their 
respective families
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OUR HONORARY MEMBERS OF THE WSQ      
                               Bruce Wilson

In 1976 Alan Dodd (1896-1981) was awarded the first Honorary Membership of the Weed Society of Queensland for 
outstanding contribution to weed science in Queensland.

As the son of Frederick Parkhurst Dodd, Alan was involved from childhood in the North Queensland family business 
of collecting and preserving insects for sale worldwide.  In 1912 at age 16, he was appointed Assistant Entomologist 
with the Bureau of Sugar Experiment Stations in Gordonvale.  During WW1, he volunteered for the Medical 
Corps and served in France.  He was re-employed by the Sugar Bureau until 1921 when he began work with the 
Commonwealth Prickly Pear Board (CPPB) at Sherwood, with no formal qualifications. Alan was Officer-in-Charge, 
Prickly Pear Investigations from 1925 until the CPPB was disbanded in 1939.  He then became Director of the 
Biological Branch (later Alan Fletcher Research Station), Qld Department of Lands at Sherwood.  He was awarded 
an M.B.E. in 1939, an O.B.E in 1962, and retired in 1962.  
  
Alan made a major contribution to weed science in Queensland as the leader of prickly pear research.  In particular, 
he visited the Americas, collected the moth Cactoblastis cactorum in Argentina and shipped it back to Queensland in 
1925 for host-testing and release.  It resulted in the almost miraculous destruction of the prickly pear over thousands 
of square kilometres in 1927-30.  He also collected cochineal insects that established on other pest pears. He later 
initiated other biological control programs on Noogoora burr, lantana and crofton weed.  Many insects, including a 
species of Cactoblastis, are named after him.  

Snake Cactus. Image: Michelle McPherson

Above: Alan Dodd (centre) at a field day at Gatton (1950



Winter No 59, 2015  WEEDSHINE     7

QUEENSLAND PEST ANIMAL BRANCH               
 

INDIAN PALM SQUIRREL          
                     Steve Cshures Biosecurity Queensland 

Indian Palm Squirrels have the potential to become major pests of fruit-tree crops and the environment in 
Queensland, perhaps with the potential to become as abundant as the introduced Brown Rat.
 
Crops at-risk include mangoes, apples and sugar cane.   
 
Palm squirrels have been detected on two occasions in Queensland:  
8 specimens were seized in Cairns, and 2 specimens were seized in 
Stanthorpe.  The seizure in Cairns may have prevented a new species 
of vertebrate pest, had the animals escaped or been released.  

Unfortunately, Palm Squirrels were sold as pets in NSW for at least 
20 years. This was the source of specimens detected in Queensland.  
A small population exists in Perth, but struggles to persist due to the 
climate not being particularly suitable.  There was a small population 
around Taronga Zoo in Sydney which was eradicated before it became 
resilient - it was accidentally wiped out by a rat-baiting program!.
 
There are five species of Palm Squirrels, two ecological generalist 
species, with serious pest potential, and three more specialist rainforest 
species, with moderate pest potential.  All are native to India and Sri 
Lanka.
 
The Three-striped and Five-striped Palm Squirrels have several 
attributes that confer pest risk:

• They are significant pests within their native range
• They have broad natural geographic ranges
• They are climatically well-suited to our dry tropics (and tropical / 

sub-tropical areas in general)
• They have broad, opportunistic diets, consuming a range of 

fruit, nuts, birds’ eggs and food scraps around houses.
 

Prevention and early detection are our only hope.  Once firmly 
naturalised, wild populations become highly resilient, recovering quickly 
after episodic or poorly coordinated control.
 
People generally keep these animals inside bird aviaries.  At one stage, 
they were being sold in NSW for up to $1000 a pair.  They are agile and 
quick.
 
Like most non-native mammals, reptiles and amphibians, Palm Squirrels 
have been banned for many years  and cannot be legally sold or kept in 
Queensland being a Class 1 pest.  Without this restriction, these animals 
would almost certainly have naturalised by now.
 
For more detailed information, refer to our ‘pest risk assessment’ on-
line at: https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/plants/weeds-pest-animals-ants/
educational-resources-and-careers/publications/pest-risk-assessments

Above: An Indian palm squirrel tucks into a 
mango in southern Indian city of Bangalore.
Photographer: JAGADEESH NV. Sourced from: 
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/
gallery/2011/jun/24/week-in-wildlife-in-pictures

Left:  Indian palm squirrel (Funambulus palmarum)
Image: Indian Biodiversity Talks. Sourced from: http://indianbiodiversitytalk.
blogspot.com.au/2012/09/mobile-phone-towers-kill-sparrows-and-squirrels-in-
india.html
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EXOTIC ANT-EATING ANT FOUND BROWSING   
DARWIN’S PORT                      
  Sourced from ABC Rural News         
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-08-07/exotic-ant-eating-ant-found-browsing-darwins-port/6681486

Biosecurity officers at the Darwin Port in the Northern Territory have discovered an illegal arrival, albeit a very small 
one.

Browsing Ants were found near a 
shipping container within the port’s 
quarantine area.

The NT Department of Primary 
Industry is investigating how 
the foreign species travelled to 
Australia and where from.

Chief plant health officer Stephen 
West said a response team is 
on the ground to prevent further 
spread.

“On our initial look, and it’s only 
day two, we’ve got a very, very 
small area where we’ve been able 
to identify the ant,” he said.

“It’s about two kilometres, the 
quarantine area in length, so 
we’re starting the process of 
working through systematically, 
looking at that.”

Mr West said the Browsing Ant is black in colour, about three millimetres in length and will eat and displace native 
ant species.

Browsing Ants were first detected in Australia at the Perth Airport in 2013.

Above: Browsing Ants have been found at the Darwin Port.
Photo: DAFWA sourced from http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-08-07/browsing-
ants/6681530

The NSW DPI Noxious and Environmental Weed 
Control Handbook 6th Edition is now available online 
at http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0017/123317/noxious-and-environ-weed-control-
handbook.pdf

This guide primarily contains chemical control 
recommendations for a long list of weeds some of 
which are very relevant to Queensland.

It also contains new weeds, new herbicide registrations 
and new minor-use permits, as well as informative 
chapters on legal and safety considerations and 
herbicide application techniques.

A good resource for weed managers.

NOXIOUS AND ENVIRONMENTAL WEED CONTROL HANDBOOK                      
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FEATURES

AUSTRALIA ILL-EQUIPPED TO STOP DANGEROUS NEW 
INVASIVE SPECIES – SENATE INQUIRY     
          Andrew Cox, Invasive Species Council 

This article has been sourced from http://invasives.org.au/media-releases/australia-ill-equipped-to-stop-dangerous-
new-invasive-species-senate-inquiry/ 

Australia is ill-prepared, ill-equipped and neglectful when it comes to protecting its borders from a multitude of 
devastating new weeds, diseases and invasive animals, a federal Senate inquiry has found.

“A nine-month Senate inquiry has revealed that Australia is failing dismally to keep new invasive species out of the 
country,” Invasive Species Council CEO Andrew Cox said today.

“This was exemplified in the inquiry’s case studies of the deadly plant pathogen myrtle rust, which has spread 
throughout Australia’s eastern seaboard, and tramp ants such as the highly invasive red fire ants and yellow crazy 
ants that have repeatedly arrived through our ports.

“The report, which received bipartisan support, reveals that our response efforts are commonly hampered by delays 
in initial detections, delays in obtaining and maintaining funding, and incomplete implementation of threat abatement 
plans.

“Claims by the federal departments of agriculture and environment to the inquiry that environmental biosecurity is 
‘well managed’ have been exposed as a fantasy.”

When asked to list priority biosecurity threats facing the environment, the agricultural department was unable to list 
more than six, and yet a Senate committee found that ‘incursions by exotic organisms with the potential to harm 
Australia’s natural environment are a regular occurrence’.

It also found that ‘pathway and risk analyses undertaken by the Department of Agriculture have not adequately 
addressed species of environmental concern’.

The inquiry also expressed concerns over declining numbers of biosecurity staff, especially in northern Australia, 
and deteriorating research capacity.

“Missing from the consensus report was support for a body to coordinate efforts for environmental biosecurity 
preparedness – similar to that for the agricultural sector. No credible alternative was proposed to address this 
serious gap, except in the minority report of the Greens,” Mr Cox said.

“The report identified major quarantine failings, including biofouling of marine vessels, illegal seeds making it into 
Australia through the postal system, tramp ants arriving in the country on cargo, exotic bird and ornamental fish 
imports.

“This bipartisan report is credible, compelling and extremely worrying.”

The Invasive Species Council has now called on agricultural and environment ministers as well as state and territory 
biosecurity ministers to immediately address the report’s recommendations.

“We commend the members of the committee for their unanimous report and its 26 recommendations, which, if 
implemented, will greatly improve Australia’s capacity to protect its unique wildlife and ecosystems from invasive 
species,” Mr Cox said.

“This report will help move environmental biosecurity towards the more focused approach of agricultural biosecurity.”
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Summary of unanimous report recommendations (26 recommendations in total)
1. Inspector General of Biosecurity to review high-risk environmental biosecurity concerns, including gaps in 

pathway and risk analyses.
2. Improve decision-making in the national eradication response agreement.
3. Update the 25-year-old northern Australia Quarantine strategy.
4. Develop a national priority list of pests and diseases of environmental biosecurity concern not yet established in 

Australia.
5. Review resources directed to invasive species threat abatement.
6. Establish a taxonomic identification service similar to New Zealand.
7. Take legal action against internet retailers and sites that repeatedly breach plant and seed import requirements.
8. Address the decline in scientific expertise related to biosecurity and to species identification.
9. Review cargo surveillance measures to better detect invasive species, especially tramp ants.
10. Harmonise protocols for plant sales and weed identification.
11. Develop a national database of seized exotic wildlife.
12. Create a mandatory marine biofouling management regime.
13. Improve border surveillance for freshwater fish imports.
14. Establish a national framework for managing biosecurity on Australia’s islands.

Greens minority report recommendations (eight recommendations in total)
1. Establish and fund Environment Health Australia (EHA) with public funding at least equivalent to similar industry 

bodies.
2. EHA to rank priority threats, develop contingency plans, review recent incursions.
3. Review eradication of the smooth newt near Melbourne.
4. Create an independent biosecurity agency.
5. Fund eradication of yellow crazy ants from the Wet Tropics at $1.3 million a year over 10 years.

Senate inquiry members
Senator Anne Urquhart, Chair – Labor, Tasmania
Senator Anne Ruston, Deputy Chair – Liberal, South Australia
Senator Joe Bullock – Labor, Western Australia
Senator James McGrath – Liberal, Queensland
Senator the Hon Lisa Singh – Labor, Tasmania
Senator Larissa Waters – Greens, Queensland

The full report can be downloaded from: http://www.aph.gov.au/
Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_
Communications/biosecurity/Report

SENATE INQUIRY                                        (cont.)

In 2005 weeds were estimated to cost Australian agriculture between 
$2.5 billion and $4.5 billion per annum. In the intervening period herbicide 
resistance has become far more widespread, reducing the effectiveness of a 
wide range of herbicide modes-of-action. Consequently, any practice that can 
reduce the weed burden is likely to generate substantial economic benefits to 
growers and the grains industry.

Integrated weed management (IWM) is a system for managing weeds over 
the long term, particularly the management and minimisation of herbicide 
resistance. There is a need to combine herbicide and non-herbicide methods 
into an integrated control program. Given that there are additional costs 
associated with implementing IWM, the main issues for growers are whether 
it is cost-effective to adopt the system and whether the benefits are likely to 
be long-term or short-term in nature.
 

The IWM manual is divided into seven sections, to assist the reader make 
the development of an integrated weed management (IWM) plan a simple 
process. 
Download a copy from the GRDC website: http://www.grdc.com.au/
Resources/IWMhub/Integrated-Weed-Management-Manual

INTEGRATED WEED MANAGEMENT MANUAL (GRDC)                      
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ON-GROUND ACTION

AUDITING IN CENTRAL QUEENSLAND                      Powerlink

Powerlink Queensland has completed their audits have confirmed the effectiveness of their management of 
biosecurity risks associated with the maintenance of its high voltage transmission lines.   

Powerlink owns, develops, operates and maintains the high voltage electricity transmission network that extends 
1700km from north of Cairns to the New South Wales border. 

With a network spanning such large distances, often in rural areas, weed management is a particularly important 
area of focus for Powerlink. The organisation works cooperatively with landholders and councils to implement weed 
management strategies across the technical life of its transmission assets. 

One of the main challenges that Powerlink faces in weed management is that the land or easements for high 
voltage transmission lines are generally only a small portion of a larger land parcel. This makes it particularly 
important to have a coordinated approach that engages key landholders and stakeholders.  

Powerlink Land Strategist, Stephen Martin, and Powerlink Safety and Environment Advisor, Amanda George, 
carried out the audits in Central Queensland. The results reflected that weed management strategies were being 
successfully implemented by Ergon Energy staff contracted to undertake maintenance on Powerlink assets in the 
region.

The audit involved the assessment of a variety of Powerlink’s weed management strategies including Environmental 
Work Plans (EWPs) and vehicle wash downs.

EWPs include information on the presence of weeds and specific landholder requirements. The audit included 
reviewing and discussing the plans to ensure requirements were being met and information in the plans correlated 
with what was seen in the field.

Above: Powerlink and Ergon Energy staff reviewing EWPs during the audit
Photos courtesy Powerlink
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Vehicle wash downs are another important strategy for managing biosecurity risks and where these are required, 
facilities are installed in association with construction activities. Vehicle wash downs are carried out when moving 
from known weed infested areas into clean areas.  For example, the audit results showed vehicles were washed 
down when moving from an area infested with Parthenium into an area infested with introduced Giant Rats Tail 
grass.

Powerlink also continues to proactively investigate ways to cost-effectively manage biosecurity risks, demonstrated 
by our ongoing involvement in the Surat Basin Pest Management Collaboration Network.

Powerlink are corporate members and long term supporters of the Queensland Weed Society. Powerlink have 
also sponsored the Weed Symposium for several years and will have an information booth at this year’s event in 
September.

For more information on Powerlink’s weed management please visit www.powerlink.com.au go to community & 
environment/land & environmental management.

AUDITING IN CENTRAL QUEENSLAND                                (cont.)

Above: Vehicle wash downs occurring when moving between weed infested areas
 Photos courtesy Powerlink


