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From the President 

Travis Sydes, WSQ President 

Natural Asset Management Coordinator, 

FNQROC 

I hope the grips of winter find all our members enjoying the opportunity to rummage in the back of the wardrobe 
for the winter woollies. I know in my neck-of-the-woods at least some the weeds have slowed down (well the 
grasses at least), and I’m able to focus on reclaiming the block and reveg. After the first half-reasonable wet we’ve 
had in a while. My travels around the place over the past months are, however, a reminder that rainfall has still 

been fickle for many and drought conditions persist across the state. It always drives home the challenge of getting 
ahead on weeds and pests when so much of landholders efforts are focused on just getting by.  

I am excited to say our next planning meeting is the inaugural joint forum of the Pest Animal Symposium and 
Weed Symposium, aptly called PAWS. The event is scheduled for winter in 2019 and will be held on the Gold Coast 
to make best of the venue choices and the superb location. The very able Iain Jamieson is the elected chair and is 
heading up an enthusiastic team of collaborators on the organising committee. This is a new venture and very 
much an organised experiment, but we are confident based on the feedback from delegates and sponsors alike at 

QWS 2017 that there is near unanimous support for the concept.  All that is left is to try it, so make sure you help 
us in making it a success through contributing, participating and, if you can, attending PAWS 2019. As determined 
at our December 2017 AGM, the joint symposia will be conducted as a trial and we will determine future events 
based on the outcomes. 

The AGM of 2017 also saw a determination to invest in a detailed communication and marketing approach to assist 
WSQ with its transition into the contemporary realm of media, communications and member services. To affect this 

change our non-voting web editor role has been transformed into a communications role, which will initially lead 
the engagement of a suitable consultancy to develop a comprehensive communications and marketing package for 
the society. We envisage this will encompass the current areas of newsletter, web and social media. But given 
there are some unknowns out there we want to make sure we have all options on the table so we can make the 
best possible choices for the benefit of the WSQ and its members.  

To get a better handle on the specific communication tools and approaches we want to invest in, we are hosting a 
deep-dive session with the executive in July to workshop the key foundations and directions of the WSQ. On the 

back of this workshop we will begin the process of engaging some outside help to assist honing and reshaping the 
way we go about achieving the objectives of the society.  Expect some surveys and idea-scoping to come your way 
over the next little while as we go about it – if you’re sitting on some great ideas, then please don’t keep them to 
yourself. 

As you can see in this issue, the Weeds of Southern Queensland Working Group have been going gang-busters on 
forming up the next edition with a range expansion, 36 new species, updated legislative considerations as well as 

interactive links to more details via QR codes. It has to be said we are delighted that WSQ can offer such a great 

product at such an accessible price point; best to get in early to make the most of the pre-order deals. Thanks to 
Craig, Janet and the committee who have left no stone unturned in squeezing the very best into the guide — we 
can’t wait for it to hit the streets.  

As always, huge thanks to the exec. team for their enthusiasm in keeping the society moving along and in particu-
lar to Annie for finessing together another edition of Invasive Issues. As always we are after your stories and con-
tent to fill the newsletter with information, insights and anecdotes so don’t be shy and keep all your good (or bad) 

news to yourself! 

 

All the best 
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Q: How did you first get involved in invasive 

species management? 

A: Growing up on the family properties we had 

numerous invasive species including rubber vine (I still 

remember getting dragged off the horse while trying to 

go under a vine as a kid chasing a cow), Lantana, 

mother of millions, wild dogs and feral pigs.   

Q: How are you currently involved? 

A: I have my own biosecurity training and consultancy 

business.  In addition, I am an elected representative 

on the Agforce Qld Weeds and Pests Policy Committee, 

and AgForce Qld’s representative to the National 

Farmers’ Federation Farming Systems Committee. Plus 

my husband and I control invasive species on our own 

cattle property, ranging from in-crop weeds to Indian 

myna birds.  

Q: What aspect of your role do you enjoy the 

most? 

A: Finding solutions to a client’s land and pest 

management issues and then seeing that through to 

real outcomes on the ground.      

Q: What do you find the most challenging? 

A: The vast distances I travel away from home. I enjoy 

the travel but miss being at home.     

 

Q: What has been your favourite moment 

working with pests and weeds? 

A: More a moment in my career — what springs to 

mind is working with the team of dedicated invasive 

professionals from the old Land Protection Unit of DNR 

and from the local shire councils now amalgamated 

into the Central Highlands Regional Council. Those 

were some of the best years of my career. A lot of fun 

and of course some hard work thrown in.  

Q: What do you see as a key priority for weed 

management in the next 10 years? 

A: Raising the profile of biosecurity at the property, 

local, state and national level to ensure it is given high 

priority and is adequately funded.   

Q: What words of advice would you give to 

someone considering getting involved in invasive 

species management? 

A: There is extremely useful information out there via 

the web particularly the Biosecurity QLD web-

site. Another good place to start is by talking to your 

local council weeds officer and your regional 

Biosecurity Qld officer (invasive species).   

Silly stuff 

Q: What books are at your bedside? 

A: None — I can’t keep my eyes open long enough 

when I start reading.  

Q: What is an ability you wish you had? 

A: To make money grow on trees and rain fall out of 

the sky. 

Q: What is on your bucket list? 

A: Whale watching.  

Q: Where would you like to go on a dream 

vacation? 

A: Canada and Europe.  

Q: You are happiest when? 

A: In the saddle looking between the ears of my 

horse, something I thoroughly enjoy and don’t do 

enough of. 

Q: A random fact about yourself you would care 

to share with us? 

A: I enjoy a glass or two of wine ;)  

 
In the Spotlight  

Our society is fortunate to include members from diverse and interesting backgrounds. To get to know 

each other better, we will profile a different WSQ member in each edition of our newsletter by asking the 

same set of questions. In this edition our Secretary Belinda Callanan will share her answers. 
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Publications and applications 

 

 

 

 

Dear Weed Manager,  

RE: Pre-purchase and supporter opportunity for new weed publications.  

I am writing on behalf of the Weed Society of Queensland to advise you of the impending release of two new weed 

management publications, Weeds of Southern Queensland 4th Ed and Weeds of Central and North Queens-

land, and to offer your organisation the opportunity to place a discounted, pre-print order.  

The Weed Society of Queensland released the third edition of Weeds of Southern Queensland in 2011, and it has 

been very popular amongst weed control practitioners, landholders and community groups, with 115,000 copies in 

circulation.  

In producing the fourth edition, the Working Group decided to expand the geographic reach of the publication by 

releasing a Southern Queensland and a Central/North Queensland version. The Southern edition will cover from the 

Qld/NSW border up to Bundaberg and the Central/North edition from Bundaberg to Townsville.  

The Central/North edition will be the same format as the southern version, with more locally relevant weed species 

profiled. The publication focusses on environmental weeds (non-crop), and contains identification photos and text 

as well as chemical control recommendations.  

In compiling these publications the Working Group has set out to improve upon edition 3 while retaining the funda-

mental elements that have made it so widely used, including a focus on practical control information and maintain-

ing a low price point. Both publications are expected to be released from September 2018 and boast:  

 168 weed species, an additional 36 from the previous edition;  

 Higher resolution photos;  

 An expanded registered herbicide section;  

 Information on the Queensland Biosecurity Act and best practice information,  

 QR codes for each weed to link to additional identification and control information.  

Supporter’s orders and logos need to be received and paid by the 24th August 2018.  

We are pleased to be able to offer bulk quantities of these publications to your organisation for pre-print orders 

from $3.00 per copy. Organisations placing pre-print orders for one or more pallets (2,112 books per pallet) will be 

recognised as partners with their logo printed on the book’s back cover. You have the opportunity to purchase   

either the Southern or Central/North editions, or some of both.  

Order forms are attached with the pricing structure of the publications. Please note, the price includes purchase 

only. The cost of delivery and on-selling of the books is the responsibility of the purchaser. As a volunteer organisa-

tion, the Weed Society of Queensland doesn’t have the resources to cover the delivery cost and it would increase 

the purchase price.  

If you would like to see a copy of the previous edition of Weeds of Southern Queensland, please contact Janet 

Barker on janet_barker @ bigpond.com or 0411 864 203 and we will post one to you.  

On behalf of the Weed Society of Queensland, I thank you in anticipation of your support in the release of this ex-

citing weed management resource.  

Yours faithfully  

Craig Magnussen  

Chair, Weeds of Southern Queensland Working Group  
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WINNER!!! 

Congratulations to Andrew Storrie who correctly iden-

tified the pest on last edition’s cover page as the Indi-

an house crow (Corvus splendens).  Andrew has won 

a year’s membership to the WSQ. 

Guess this edition’s cover species and go into the 

draw to WIN A YEAR’S MEMBERSHIP TO WSQ!! 

Send your answer to: 

WSQnewsletter@outlook.com 

Feature 

Indigenous rangers an important part of 2017 Qld Weed Symposium  

The role of indigenous rangers in weed control is increasing in the Wet Tropics region. 

Jabalbina Rangers project officer Thomas Houghton, a delegate at the Queensland Weeds Symposium, has played 

an important role in his group’s work to contain a salvinia outbreak in the northern reaches of the Wet Tropics. 

Rangers have removed 57 tonnes of salvinia from two ponds at Mt Poverty in the upper reaches of the Normanby 

River catchment since learning about the outbreak in 2015 during talks with traditional owners and landholders in 

the region. 

“With the severity of salvinia it had the potential, with its location at the top of the 

Normanby catchment, to affect more than 3500 wetlands in the Lakefield-Rinyirru 

national parks areas,’’ Thomas said. 

“We trialled different methods over and over again and contained the outbreak. 

There is no need to use poison anymore on this outbreak. Most of the weed was 

removed by hand. After that we collaborated with South Cape York Catchments and 

together we have nearly eradicated the threat.  

“Now we hand pick about 20 to 40 grams of salvinia each time we visit the area.    

“We will be monitoring it for another couple of years. We are already noticing the 

return of turtles, platypus and little fish at the site.’’ 

Thomas was one of four indigenous rangers at the Queensland Weed Symposium for 

the first time, thanks to RAP funding from Terrain NRM through the Australian 

Government’s National Landcare Program, and funding from the Queensland Weed 

Society. 

Terrain NRM’s Rowan Shee said ranger groups from throughout the Wet Tropics - 

including the Girringun, Djunbunji, Gunggandji, Abriculture, Dawul Wuru, Bulmba and 

Jabalbina groups - were increasing the region’s capacity to control weeds and other threats to biodiversity. 

“Rangers are also increasing our coverage – they visit areas that not too many other people go to,’’ he said. “It’s 

ideal that we engage with each other on wider-scale pest control.” 

For Thomas, who has completed a Certificate IV course in Community Weed Projects, the symposium was a chance 

to network and learn more about on-ground challenges and solutions. 

“Everyone has a different story. It was interesting to hear about projects all over Queensland and learn more about 

challenges, trials and methods in different areas,’’ he said. 

 

Salvinia control: Jabalbina 

Rangers project officer 

Thomas Houghton. 

mailto:WSQnewsletter@outlook.com
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Terrain NRM and Cape York NRM were sponsors of the Queensland Weed Symposium and Terrain presented on 
hiptage and fireweed control work in conjunction with the Tablelands Regional Council and Douglas Shire 
Council.    

Terrain community partnerships representative Vanessa Drysdale said teamwork was the only effective way 

forward when dealing with invasive weeds. 

“We know we get better outcomes when we work collaboratively,’’ she said. “Helping indigenous rangers to 
expand their knowledge on contemporary issues like weeds is a really important aspect of what Terrain NRM 
does.  “When we work together and share knowledge and experience we can ensure the best outcomes for 
country are achieved and the capacity of indigenous rangers is supported.”  

 

 

 
About Terrain NRM 

Terrain is one of 56 regional natural resource management bodies around Australia. Terrain is a community-

based not-for-profit organisation that works with local partners in the Wet Tropics region so that our soil, water, 
landscapes, plants and animals remain healthy and continue to support great communities. 

Gunggandji Compliance Ranger April Thomas and Terrain NRM’s Vanessa Drysdale examine snake weed in 
the Yarrabah area. 
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Second Wet Tropics site declared free of yellow crazy ants 

The Wet Tropics Management Authority is confident that the invasive yellow crazy ant can be defeated. 

The Authority recently declared its second local eradication of a yellow crazy ant infestation at a farm south of Cairns. 

This follows the first local eradication, some four months prior, with a third expected by the end of 2018 as the pro-
gram works toward its goal of total eradication from the Wet Tropics region. 

The two recent local eradications are the product of much community support as well as extensive surveying and 
treatments over five years. 

Overall, the Authority reports a dramatic reduction in detection of ants across the 1,400ha infestation area in the past 
year, and continues its work in surveying and treating infestations with its partners across the Wet Tropics. 

So far in 2018 the Authority has surveyed over 130,300 individual points, using lures in a 10 x 10 metre grid for-
mation across the infestation area. 

The majority of the infestation area is treated aerially, however the remaining infestation area requires on-ground 
crews to work a further four to six weeks treating creeks, riparian and rainforest areas and targeted residential areas.  

In the Russett Park infestation near Kuranda, hand treatment is coordinated in collaboration with the Kuranda Yellow 
Crazy Ant Community Taskforce. 

Taskforce volunteers are involved in regular monitoring, surveys and assisting in hand-baiting of the infestation area, 

as well as community engagement.  

The control of yellow crazy ant infestations in and adjacent to the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area is supported 
through funding from the Queensland Department of Environment and Science and the Australian Government’s Na-
tional Landcare Program. 

If you think you’ve seen yellow crazy ants, please call the Wet Tropics Management Authority on 07 4241 0525.  

To volunteer with the Kuranda Yellow Crazy Ant Taskforce call 0409 647 714 or email yca@envirocare.org.au.  

About Yellow Crazy Ants 

Yellow crazy ants are among the most invasive species found in the Wet Tropics. The exotic pest has invaded around 
1,400 hectares of land in the region, including over 200 hectares of rainforest in and adjacent to the World Heritage 
Area.  

Rather than bite or sting, the 4mm ants spray formic acid to subdue their prey. The ants aggressively swarm and kill 

insects, grubs, frogs, reptiles, nesting birds and mammals, making them a danger to threatened endemic species in 
the Wet Tropics. If not managed, yellow crazy ants also affect the photosynthesis and pollination of plant species. 

About the Yellow Crazy Ant Eradication Program 

The control of yellow crazy ant infestations in and adjacent to the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area is supported 
through funding from the Australian Government’s National Landcare Program and the Queensland Department of En-

vironment and Heritage Protection. 

Yellow crazy ants are restricted biosecurity matter under the Biosecurity Act 2014. Suspected yellow crazy ant sight-
ings can be reported by contacting Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23. 

 

mailto:yca@envirocare.org.au


   INVASIVE ISSUES  No. 65  Winter 2018 | 12 

           

Key events 

Join us for the 21st Australasian Weeds Conference 

The Weed Society of New South Wales Inc., on behalf of the Council of Australasian Weed Societies Inc., 

will be hosting the 21st Australasian Weeds Conference in the popular Sydney beach-side suburb of Manly 

from 9 - 12 September 2018.  

The conference is a must-attend for all Weeds Society members working to mitigate and manage weeds across Aus-

tralasia. It will bring together more than 250 delegates from the weeds community to discuss new developments and 

share information about cutting-edge and best weed management practices.  

This is a valuable opportunity to network with peers from around the world, engage with industry sponsors, listen and 

participate in presentations and field trips on a variety of topics, including:  

 New technologies in weed management 

 Biological, mechanical, and chemical weed control and research 

 Herbicide resistance 

 Weeds of crops and pastures 

 Environmental weeds and Weeds of National Significance 

Program highlights: 

The three-day agenda is packed full of topics on building capacity to manage weeds, assessing weed risks, and the 

latest research on weed eradication.  

Hear from keynote speaker Professor Anthony DiTommaso, Council of Australasian Weed Societies (CAWS) Ora-

tor, USA, on climate change and weed migration. What is our current situation and what does the future hold? 

Explore the current research on Weeds of National Significance and their impact on the environment. How can we 

better manage these persistent weeds for better drinking water?  

Hear from keynote speaker Dr Peter Turner, Invasive Species Policy and Programs Team Leader for De-

partment of Primary Industries, on how to harness the power and passion of weed management for improved 

weed biosecurity in NSW.  

Join one of five popular post-conference field trips and see weeds management in action, from Sydney’s Northern 
Beaches to the Blue Mountains. Separate registrations required.  

Register your attendance (https://www.21awc.org.au/registrations) and secure your early-bird registra-
tions before 13 August. Weed Society members receive a $100 discount on registrations.  

https://www.21awc.org.au/
https://www.21awc.org.au/tours
https://www.21awc.org.au/registrations
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In the news: Editor’s top picks 

GEESE NUMBERS VALIDATE WIN IN WEED FIGHT 

Rural Weekly, 27 June 2018 

INCREASED magpie geese numbers in the Territory have confirmed success in the fight against one of the NT’s 

most invasive weeds.  

For the full story visit:  

https://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/news/rural-weekly/geese-numbers-validate-win-in-weed-fight/news-

story/564658fa8875c34854d75208a9ff6861 

 

BIOSECURITY EXPERTS WARN BRIDES-TO-BE OVER TOXIC WEED WEDDING TREND 

ABC South West WA, 19 June 2018 

Australian brides have embraced the latest wedding trend of having native flower bouquets, yet their flannel 

flowers, waratahs and banksias are often ironically arranged with noxious weeds. 

For the full story visit:  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-19/biosecurity-experts-warn-on-wedding-weeds/9880110 

 

GENE DRIVE TECHNOLOGY CONSIDERED IN THE FIGHT TO SAVE NATIVE ANIMALS 

ABC Online, 30 May 2018 

Conservation groups want cats that only produce male offspring to be released into the wild as a way to save native 

mammals, such as bilbies and bettongs, that are under attack. The CSIRO is investigating the technology, which 

the Federal Government said could be a "powerful tool" subject to careful study.  

For the full story visit:  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-05-31/gene-drive-technology-considered-in-the-fight-against-feral-

cats/9817124 

 

OUTLIER FIRE ANT NESTS TARGETED IN LOCKYER VALLEY, SCENIC RIM 

Brisbane Times, 24 May 2018 

The Lockyer Valley has had another incursion by the red imported fire ant, with an outlier nest detected just 

outside the biosecurity zone in April. A second incursion in the Scenic Rim, near Anthony, was also detected 

recently about a kilometre outside the biosecurity zone. 

For the full story visit:  

https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/national/queensland/outlier-fire-ant-nests-targeted-in-lockyer-valley-scenic-rim

-20180524-p4zhbu.html 

 

WEED-COMPETITIVE WHEAT A STEP CLOSER 

Farm Weekly, 10 May 2018  

GROWERS are one step closer to accessing wheat varieties that can compete better against weeds, particularly 

herbicide-resistant annual ryegrass. The first weed-competitive wheat lines were delivered to commercial breeders 

in April for preliminary yield and quality testing...  

For the full story visit:  

http://www.farmweekly.com.au/news/agriculture/cropping/grains/weedcompetitive-wheat-a-step-

closer/2757174.aspx?storypage=1 

https://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/news/rural-weekly/geese-numbers-validate-win-in-weed-fight/news-story/564658fa8875c34854d75208a9ff6861
https://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/news/rural-weekly/geese-numbers-validate-win-in-weed-fight/news-story/564658fa8875c34854d75208a9ff6861
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-19/biosecurity-experts-warn-on-wedding-weeds/9880110
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-05-31/gene-drive-technology-considered-in-the-fight-against-feral-cats/9817124
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-05-31/gene-drive-technology-considered-in-the-fight-against-feral-cats/9817124
https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/national/queensland/outlier-fire-ant-nests-targeted-in-lockyer-valley-scenic-rim-20180524-p4zhbu.html
https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/national/queensland/outlier-fire-ant-nests-targeted-in-lockyer-valley-scenic-rim-20180524-p4zhbu.html
http://www.farmweekly.com.au/news/agriculture/cropping/grains/weedcompetitive-wheat-a-step-closer/2757174.aspx?storypage=1
http://www.farmweekly.com.au/news/agriculture/cropping/grains/weedcompetitive-wheat-a-step-closer/2757174.aspx?storypage=1
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Weed management in regulated native vegetation across Queensland                       

May 2018 

Step 1: What is the status of the surrounding native vegetation? 

Before managing non-native woody weeds, declared pests or clearing access tracks to control all weeds, land 
managers should check the status of their native vegetation. There are no restrictions on managing weed 
infestations across non-remnant vegetation (Category X) or Cat X within a Property Map of Assessa-
ble Vegetation PMAV. 

The regulated vegetation map https://www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/qld/environment/land/vegetation/vegetation-map-
request-form will show any coloured areas of remnant (Cat B), high value regrowth (Cat C) and reef regrowth wa-
tercourses (Cat R) on freehold, leasehold or Indigenous land. Clearing for some purposes, including weed control, 
can be conducted under the ‘Accepted Development Management Clearing Codes’, commonly known as Self As-
sessable Codes (SAC’s). 

Step 2: Notify of intent to clear and abide by the relevant SAC 
 
If managing weeds in regulated native vegetation will result in some clearing of native woody vegetation, send the 
‘Notification form for intention to clear’ to the Department of Natural Resources Mines and Energy DNRME. Follow 
the guidelines in the Self Assessable Code. SAC’s and notification form are available from https://www.qld.gov.au/
environment/land/vegetation/codes or phone 135 834. 

Summary of weed management activities across SAC’s 
 
DISCLAIMER: This is a summary of activities and clearing practices relevant to non-native weed management, 
which apply to specific SAC’s (✓). Check each SAC for more detail. 

Non-native weed or pest management activity Self Assessable Codes - SAC’s 

  Cat B remnant Cat C regrowth Cat R Reef 

Notification form of intention to clear sent to DNRME ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Limit clearing to extent necessary to manage weeds ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Access tracks < 5m wide ✓     

Drainage measures to minimise soil erosion from tracks ✓     

Retain native trees >20cm diameter measured at 1.3m high ✓ ✓ ✓ 

If weed cover <50%, retain 50% of trees <20cm DBH ✓ ✓ ✓ 

If weed cover > 50%, can clear up to 100% of trees <20cm DBH ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Retain habitat trees (10cm diam hollows or active bird nest) ✓     

Maintain 50% ground cover ✓ ✓ ✓ 

No mechanical clearing in essential habitat or within 5m of habitat 

tree 
✓     

No mechanical clearing on slopes >5% or on sodic soils ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Ecological burning as per guidelines for Regional Ecosystem De-
scription Database 

  ✓ ✓ 

Continued over the page…..       

https://www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/qld/environment/land/vegetation/vegetation-map-request-form
https://www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/qld/environment/land/vegetation/vegetation-map-request-form
https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/land/vegetation/codes
https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/land/vegetation/codes
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NOTE: Queensland Government is currently reviewing SAC’s. These guidelines may change over time. Always 

check your regulated vegetation map, protected plant trigger map and relevant SAC’s before commencing 

clearing or weed activities which may affect native woody vegetation.  

Contact AgForce: 

P: (07) 3236 3100 

F: (07) 3236 3077 

E: agforce@agforceqld.org.au 

 

Non-native weed or pest management activity Cat B remnant Cat C regrowth Cat R Reef 

Watercourses       

No mechanical clearing within 2m of defining bank of ✓ ✓ ✓ 

watercourse.       

No mechanical clearing within wetland protection area. ✓(5m) ✓(2m) ✓(2m) 

Clearing within watercourses/wetlands - check if Water ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Act 2000 regulations apply.       

If Water Act 2000 does not apply to clearing in ✓ ✓ ✓ 

watercourses:-       

(a) access tracks are parallel to bank and >10m from bank.       

(b) tracks in beds and banks <10m wide and at least 50m       

apart and at right angles to flow.       

Records       

Keep records of clearing, before and after photos from ✓ ✓ ✓ 

known locations, instructions to operators/contractors.       

Soil-applied, broad spectrum herbicides       

Soil-applied, broad spectrum herbicides (eg. tebuthiuron, ✓     

hexazinone) are not to be applied aerially, used in a       

wetland or watercourse protection area or used on a       

‘broadacre basis’.       

NOTE: Herbicides that do not kill woody shrubs or trees       

are not ‘broad spectrum’ (eg. grass or broadleaf       

herbicides)       

Only use soil-applied, broad spectrum herbicides where ✓     

retained trees or habitat trees are >30m apart (eg. open       

woodlands). Spot application near retained trees must       

not occur with distance specified on label.       

Aerial-applied foliar herbicides       

Aerial application of foliar herbicides only permitted, if ✓     

native woody vegetation not affected and label/APVMA       

permit enables aerial application.       

Dense, closed canopy regional ecosystems RE’s       

Do not open up tree canopy of dense RE’s, unless weed ✓     

dominates canopy. Herbicide application methods       

restricted to cut stump, basal bark, injection, splatter gun,       

foliar spray. See SAC for applicable RE’s (eg. rainforest,       

vine thickets, tea tree or remnant brigalow communities).       

Exempt grassland regional ecosystems RE’s       

Weeds can be controlled in grassland RE’s. No permit or ✓     

notification required. Check Table 4 in the SAC for list of       

exempt grassland RE’s.       

Other       

Protected plant trigger map – Nature Conservation Act       

No flora survey for protected plants is required, if clearing ✓ ✓ ✓ 

complies with the SAC’s for weed management.       

mailto:agforce@agforceqld.org.au
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Fast Facts: Indian House Crow 

Education about the impact of weeds and pest animals and preventing their further spread across Queensland is 

a key aim of our society. We aim to profile a different weed or pest animal in every edition of our newsletter. 

This time we are profiling the Indian House Crow (Corvus splendens), as featured on the cover of our last edi-

tion. 

Description 

Indian house crows are 42–44 cm long (body and tail). Their plumage is mostly black and glossy, except for the 
nape, sides of the head, upper back and breast, which are grey and not glossy. Their bills, legs and feet are black. 
The males are slightly larger than the females, and immature birds have little or no sheen to their plumage. Indian 

house crows live for about 6 years in the wild (Department of Agriculture and Food 2008; Department of Agriculture 
and Fisheries 2016).  

Summary of Invasiveness 

The House Crow (Corvus splendens) is native to the Indian Subcontinent, southern Iran, Myanmar and western 
Yunnan (China), but has established breeding populations in 24 countries outside its native range (Ryall 2016). 
House crows have been known to travel by ship, boarding at ports where there are large house crow populations, 

and this mode of transportation can disperse the species over large distances. C. splendens is a pest of a wide 

range of crops and is responsible for serious economic losses to agricultural productivity throughout its native 
range. It also predates young domestic fowl and is a potential vector of avian diseases. Where introduced, C. splen-
dens usually causes native avifauna to decline through intensive nest predation of small bird species and harass-
ment of larger species. It also predates other small vertebrates and invertebrates. More information is detailed in 
the CABI Invasive Species Compendium (https://www.cabi.org/isc/datasheet/15463).  

Status in Australia 

On 12 October 2010, a lone House Crow (photographed below) was seen at Flying Fish Point, Innisfail in far north-
ern Queensland, which is c.30 km north of the international shipping docks at Mourilyan Harbour (Preston 2010).  
The full story of this bird is available at http://wsq.org.au/QPAS%202012/Session%203/Graham,%20Michael.pdf. 
Although House Crows have arrived in Australia regularly over the past century, the majority have been detected in 
the west and southeast of the country, reflecting the main concentrations of ship traffic (Ryall 2016).  
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An Indian House Crow photographed at Innisfail in 2010. Photo courtesy of Michael Graham. 
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