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Joining the Weed Society of Queensland 

Benefits of joining the Society include: 

• An informative newsletter, Invasive Issues 

• Links to a great group of passionate people working in the 

weed and pest animal world 

• Discount to WSQ, Pest animal branch seminars, workshops, 

conferences and CAWS events 

• Regional field days and workshops on interesting topics. 

Membership Rates  

Individual Membership 1 year $ 25 

3 years $ 66 

5 years $ 100 
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application form from the WSQ website, www.wsq.org.au,       

complete the details and mail to the WSQ Secretary. 
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Newsletter of the Weed Society of Queensland Inc. Contributions 

to Invasive Issues are welcome. Contact the editor for further          

information. Readers are free to circulate and reproduce Invasive 

Issues’ material with acknowledgement of the author and source. 

The views expressed in Invasive Issues are those of the  contribu-

tors and are not necessarily shared by the WSQ Executive Com-

mittee. 

Editor   Annie van der Meulen  
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From the President 

The society has been busy over the course of 2017 with the review of 

Weeds of Southern Queensland and the 14
th

 Queensland Weed Symposi-

um. The rollout of the Biosecurity Act has continued to bring together 

people working in the invasive species space, as the practicalities of the 

GBO and the day-to-day application of the new legislation become more 

clear. 

 

The 14
th

 Queensland Weed Symposium was held December 4-7 in Port 

Douglas. The event was attended by 160 delegates from across 65 organ-

isations. New initiatives in place for this year’s event included the intro-

duction of a landholder concession rate; a film festival (3 minute videos); 

and the reduced registration rate for members.  

 

It’s always a delight for the executive to receive nominations for our 

awards and grants, and this year was particularly busy. The George N. 

Batianoff Award for Team Excellence was presented to the War on  

Western Weeds Team and accepted by Nathan March (QDAF). The team were nominated by AgForce. John 

Clarkson, Principal Botanist with QPWS was honoured with the Weed Society of Queensland Award in 

acknowledgement of his outstanding contribution to weed and pest animal science and management. The 

nomination was submitted by peers and colleagues in QPWS and CSIRO. 

 

Our Weeds of Southern Queensland committee are working with designers to develop version 4 of the 

guide (edition 3 has over 100,000 copies in circulation since 2011). The app version is steadily growing in 

its distribution and will be refreshed in the process, necessitating some down time (so please be patient 

throughout the process). The design of the new publication was based on feedback from a survey of mem-

bers, and will feature higher quality production and a wider geographic coverage. Last but not least, the 

updated webpage is nearing completion and expected to be launched soon. 

 

Looking ahead to next year, the 2017 AGM will include a discussion around a trial of combining the Weed 

and Pest Animal Symposia into a single, biennial event. We are also looking at how we build on our en-

gagement capacity, as despite the best efforts of our volunteer executive panel, our transition to the digital 

age has been restrained by human resources amongst other things. 

 

Huge thanks to the executive team for keeping things rolling over the year, especially when I was up to my 

armpits chairing the Weed Symposium. All the best wishes for the festive season and the year ahead, and 

thanks for your support over 2017. Keep up the great work!  

Travis Sydes, WSQ President  

 

Name our Newsletter Competition 

At our December 2016 AGM, a motion was moved to conduct a naming competition for the WSQ 

newsletter to reflect our strong interest and close association with pest animal management.  

Accordingly, we invited suggestions for a new name for our newsletter that combines these 2 im-

portant themes: weeds and pest animals. 

Thank you to those of you who submitted a suggestion. The executive committee met on December 

14th 2017 to select from the list of names entered. The new name chosen is Invasive Issues, pro-

posed by Michelle Smith, Biosecurity Queensland. Nice work Michelle!  

The new name was formally accepted at the AGM of the Weed Society of Queensland, held in Brisbane 

on the 15th December 2017. 
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Serious stuff 

Q: How did you first get involved in invasive 

species management? 

A: Collecting weeds to use as currency for my 

father’s veranda shop, where he exchanged weeds 

for dried fruit, nuts, or even chocolate (although this 

cost a lot of weeds). My father is clearly a genius at 

tricking kids into chores.  

Q: How are you currently involved? 

A: I work for the Queensland Government on 

research funded by the Grains Research and 

Development Corporation. My current work focuses 

primarily on non-herbicidal management tools for 

weeds in grain production systems. 

Q: What aspect of your role do you enjoy the 

most? 

A: The constant process of learning and discovery. 

Q: What do you find the most challenging? 

Convincing people that weeds are not always as easy 

to grow as you might think. 

Q: What has been your favourite moment 

working with pests and weeds? 

A: Trying to get a trial harvested while the storms 

circled around us — Mother Nature can be an 

unfriendly ally at times, but she is always 

impressive.  

Q: What do you see as a key priority for weed 

management in the next 10 years? 

A: Herbicide resistance. 

Q: What words of advice would you give to 

someone considering getting involved in 

invasive species management? 

A: Join the WSQ. We have an impressive and diverse 

membership, and our members are typically very 

enthusiastic and happy to answer questions. 

Silly stuff 

Q: What books are at your bedside? 

A: Too many, most containing an eclectic assortment 

of “bookmarks” half way through.  

Q: What is an ability you wish you had? 

A: Cloud riding like Monkey in Monkey Magic. 

Q: What is on your bucket list? 

A: To make my dream holiday (below) a reality. 

Q: Where would you like to go on a dream 

vacation? 

A: The Central European Alps.  

Q: You are happiest when? 

A: Relaxing with my family.  

Q: A random fact about yourself you would care 

to share with us? 

A: I have been known to eat a few too many fruit 

mince pies at Christmas. 

In the Spotlight  

Our society is fortunate to include members from diverse and interesting backgrounds. To get to know 

each other better, we will profile a different WSQ member in each edition of our newsletter, by asking 

the same set of questions. In this edition, our Newsletter Editor, Annie van der Meulen will share her      

answers. 

Newsletter Editor Annie van der Meulen, photo by 

Liz Wells (journalist/photographer). 



INVASIVE ISSUES  No 64  Summer 2017 | 5 

           

The 14th  Queensland Weed Symposium 

The 14th Queensland Weed Symposium was held December 4-7 in Port Douglas. The event was attended 

by 160 delegates from across 65 organisations and entities. Keynote speakers Dr Andy Shepard, Prof. 

Carla Catteral and Dr Samantha Setterfield presented to delegates across two days of plenary sessions. 

New initiatives in place for this year’s event included the introduction of a landholder concession rate, and 

a film festival (3 minute videos). The WSQ also reduced the registration rate for members in response to 

feedback from our last two symposia. 

The George N. Batianoff Award for Team Excellence was presented to the War on Western Weeds Team 

for their outstanding work in developing practical and landholder ready approaches to tackling landscape 

scale weed management issues. The award was accepted by Nathan March (QDAF) and the team were 

nominated by AgForce.  

John Clarkson, Principal Botanist with QPWS was honoured with the Weed Society Queensland Award in 

acknowledgement of his outstanding contribution to weed and pest animal science and management. The 

award was presented by colleague and sometimes collaborator Dr Tony Grice (ex CSIRO). The nomination 

was submitted by peers and colleagues in QPWS and CSIRO. 

Our concession inaugural rate for landholders/students was well received, and we were pleased to 

welcome the attendance of Ivan Naggs – landholder and AgForce member. 

Terrain NRM in partnership with the WSQ sponsored: 

• 2 attendees from Jabalbina Aboriginal Corporation 

• 2 attendees from Gambir Yidinji Cultural Heritage and Protection Aboriginal Corporation. 

Cape York NRM in partnership with the WSQ sponsored: 

• 2 x TO participants from Wunthulpu Aboriginal Land Trust.  

In addition, the WSQ travel award enabled Jef Cummings to attend the symposium. 

This event will be covered again in a subsequent edition of Invasive Issues, but I would like to take this 

opportunity to again thank our sponsors, the events team, and the organising committee, as well as our 

presenters, key note speakers and delegates for an enlightening and rewarding week. 

Travis Sydes, WSQ President 

and Natural Asset Management Coordinator, FNQROC 

Keynote speaker Dr Samantha Setterfield  
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The George N. Batianoff Award for Team Excellence was presented to the War on Western Weeds Team 

John Clarkson, recipient of the WSQ Award (Dr Tony Grice left, and Jonathan Roth right) 
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Above: Crew from DSC demonstrating hiptage control methods used in the Wet Tropics  

Above: Peter Logan DSC, Brendan Malone QPWS and Stephen Setter BQ introduce delegates to 

pond apple in the Daintree  
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WINNER!!! 

Congratulations to Andrew Mitchell who correctly identified the plant on 

last edition’s cover page as cat's claw creeper, Dolichandra (Macfadyena) 

unguis-cati.  Andrew has won a year’s membership to the WSQ. 

Guess this edition’s cover species and go into the draw to WIN A YEAR’S 

MEMBERSHIP TO WSQ!! 

Send your answer to: 

WSQnewsletter@outlook.com 

Feature 

The opportunists after the fires 

Research finds a dramatic increase in feral predators as fires make some native Australian animals even more 

vulnerable 

By Tim Thwaites, University of Melbourne 

This article was first published in Pursuit. Read the original article 

Warily, the fox creeps up to sniff at a cluster of three metal tea strainers suspended from a pole in her 

territory. They smell of nuts, golden syrup and rolled oats. They are also at exactly the right distance for 

an infra-red camera triggered by her movement to catch her in the act. 

She has unwittingly become part of an innovative study of the interaction of invasive predators and 

wildlife with fire. 

Her picture is one of thousands captured at more than 100 such sites in an effort to determine the 

distribution of foxes and feral cats, and their prey, before and after a control burn in the dense bushland 

of the Otway Ranges, south-west of Melbourne. 

The idea was to compare the impact on wildlife of burning a block of about 1200 hectares with what 

happened in a nearby, untouched area of similar size. 

The study shows that, in the Otways, invasive predators intensively used areas where prescribed burning 

had removed the undergrowth. In fact, appearances by foxes and feral cats occurred at five times their 

pre-burn rate. 

And, by analysing faeces, the researchers determined that the foxes had switched their diet from the 

swamp wallabies of more open areas to smaller native mammals, such as bandicoots, echidnas and bush 

rats. 

The research, some the first of its kind in the world, was led by Dr Bronwyn Hradsky and Craig 

Mildwaters, from the School of Ecosystem and Forest Sciences at the University of Melbourne. The work 

was published earlier this year in the respected US Journal of Mammalogy. 

Anyone who came across Dr Hradsky deep in the forest during her 10-day tracking stints would certainly 

have taken a second look. “I was often standing at a funny angle on one leg on a log holding an antenna 

over my head and balancing a laptop in the other hand,” she laughs. 

mailto:WSQnewsletter@outlook.com
https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/
https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/the-opportunists-after-the-fires?utm_source=SE+Queensland+Fire+and+Biodiversity+Consortium%27s+E-news&utm_campaign=e92619bb38-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_10_24&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6fc49a298e-e92619bb38-268948421&ct=t
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Now, as a Research Fellow in the School of Biosciences, Dr Hradsky is using her findings as a basis for 

developing a general simulation model of how foxes and their native prey react to fire. 

“I was always interested in applied outcomes from my research,” she says, a triumph confirmed by Dr 

John Wright, Team Leader for Research Co-ordination at Parks Victoria. 

“Her research is already embedded within real management,” he says. “It has informed and influenced the 

design of Otway Ark, a major predator control program Parks Victoria is implementing across the Great 

Otway National Park.” 

The issues raised by the interaction of fire management with wildlife, however, are much broader than 

ensuring native animals persist within one national park. And Dr Hradsky’s work is playing an important 

role in filling gaps in our knowledge. 

As more and more people seek the serenity and beauty of the Australian bush – on the fringes of cities, up 

and down the coastline, in forested and mountain areas – there is growing concern over the risk to life and 

property of bushfires, especially in an era of climate change. 

So, one of the key recommendations of the Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission – convened in 2009 as a 

response to the catastrophic Black Saturday fires – was to increase significantly the level of control burning 

across the state. But the effects and consequences of prescribed burning are neither simple nor easy to 

predict, with complicated trade-offs to be made. 

For instance, if prescribed burning makes native animals more vulnerable to foxes, as Dr Hradsky’s work 

suggests, does protecting bushland in this way end up damaging one of its drawcards? 

That’s just one of a series of paradoxes to do with fire management. And the answers depend on the 

conditions and objectives of burning. What is best for a city fringe differs markedly from a national park; 

what’s good for grassland may be disastrous in forest. 

A fox prowls through a burnt out area in the Otway Ranges. Picture: Dr Bronwyn Hradsky  
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It all demands clever and 

careful research at a landscape 

level. And that is what the Fire 

Ecology and Biodiversity 

research group led by 

Associate Professor Alan York 

has been working on for about 

nine years. 

Based in the School of 

Ecosystem and Forest Sciences 

at Creswick, the group grew 

out of the Victorian Govern-

ment’s old Forest Research 

Division, which migrated to the 

University of Melbourne. It is 

one of six research groups at 

the University that the 

government employs by 

external contract. For the past 

seven years, the group has 

been running a major project in the Otways entitled Fire, Landscape Pattern and Biodiversity. 

“After the Royal Commission, the government wanted to know if you put more fire into the landscape 

whether it would have a positive or negative effect on biodiversity,” Professor York says. 

“Two questions were particularly relevant. If you use fire to create burnt and unburnt vegetation over 

time, is the resulting mosaic pattern of bush regeneration good for biodiversity? The second question 

was how do factors other than regeneration – weather patterns, climate, predation by foxes and feral 

cats – interact with fire to affect outcomes? And that’s where Dr Hradsky came in.” 

By working with the land managers of DELWP and Parks Victoria who conduct the prescribed burning 

program in the Great Otway National Park, the overall project has been able to look at many aspects of 

plant, bird and mammal diversity before and after fire. 

In June 2017, the research won the Nancy Millis Science in Parks Award, which recognises the role of 

science in managing Victoria’s parks. 

Dr Hradsky has now moved to the School of Biosciences where she is working on her model. Because 

you can’t just walk into a landscape and burn it as an experiment, she says, a major reason for the 

model is to bring together all the snippets of information on aspects of the question from studies all 

over the place. Some of the best research on the dynamics of fox populations, for instance, comes from 

Bristol, England. 

“The model is based on individual foxes setting up territories, finding mates, and then having young 

that disperse across the landscape. So, we can capture the impact of very localised fox control.” 

One benefit, she adds, is that you soon learn what information is lacking. 

The model can be customised to a specific location by pulling in geographic and land use data. Then, by 

overlaying information on the fox population and territories, the idea is to use it to test the likely 

impact of different levels and patterns of fire and of control, such as baiting. 

“I hope in the future it will assist landscape managers with decision-making and planning.” 

The research programs described in this article were supported by DELWP, Parks Victoria, the 

Holsworth Wildlife Research Endowment and the Australian Government’s National Environmental 

Science Program. 
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In the news: Editor’s top picks 

Patricia M. Please, Donald W. Hine, Petra Skoien, Keri L. Phillips & Iain Jamieson (2017): Prioritizing 

community behaviours to improve wild dog management in peri-urban areas, Human Dimensions of 

Wildlife, DOI: 10.1080/10871209.2017.1385877 

 

ABSTRACT 

Wild dogs contribute to a range of negative impacts in Australian peri-urban regions. We identified and 

prioritized 13 behaviours that peri-urban residents could engage in to reduce the impacts of wild dogs in 

their communities. Key-informant interviews and stakeholder focus groups were used to develop a list of 

wild dog-management behaviours. On-line surveys with wild dog experts (n = 10) and peri-urban residents 

(n = 302) were used to create a Behaviour Prioritization Matrix (BPM), which ranked the behaviours in 

terms of projected impact, based on: (a) expert estimates of effectiveness, (b) current adoption levels 

(penetration), and (c) likelihood of future adoption. BPM analysis indicated that increasing community 

reporting of wild dogs and their impacts would produce the greatest overall benefits for wild dog 

management. Behaviours rated as highly effective by experts (e.g., baiting and trapping) had low projected 

impact given that they were unlikely to be adopted by most residents.  

 

CONTACT 

Donald W. Hine dhine@une.edu.au University of New England, Armidale, NSW 2351, Australia. 

 

—————————————————————————————————— 

PESTSMART FERAL PHOTO COMPETITION: INVASIVE SPECIES IN FOCUS 

By Julie Power, the Sydney Morning Herald December 4 2017  

 

Held since 2011, the photo and video competition by the Centre for Invasive Species Solutions seeks to 

highlight the devastation caused by invasive plants and animals.   

The  winners of the competition include Feral goats cavorting on a malleefowl nest, a red deer destroying a 

paper bark tree, and cat's claw creeper smothering native trees.   

The full story is available at the Sydney Morning Herald website: 

http://www.smh.com.au/environment/animals/feral-threats-goats-dance-on-threatened-nest-20171130-

gzwhko.html 

—————————————————————————————————— 

PROACTIVE PRICKLY ACACIA MANAGEMENT RECOGNISED AT STATE WEED SYMPOSIUM 

North West Star December 9 2017 

 

North west Queensland’s War on Western Weeds initiative was recognised this week with a state award for 

its effective networking and partnerships that are containing the spread of prickly acacia.   

The George Batianoff Team Excellence Award was awarded to WoWW team representatives during the 

biennial Queensland Weeds Symposium, in Port Douglas. 

To read more about the fantastic work being done by the WoWW team, read the full story available at: 

http://www.northweststar.com.au/story/5110867/woww-work-wows-weed-symposium/ 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10871209.2017.1385877
mailto:dhine@une.edu.au
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/animals/feral-threats-goats-dance-on-threatened-nest-20171130-gzwhko.html
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/animals/feral-threats-goats-dance-on-threatened-nest-20171130-gzwhko.html
http://www.northweststar.com.au/story/5110867/woww-work-wows-weed-symposium/
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Fast Facts: Tree Pear 

Education about the impact of weeds and pest animals, and preventing their further spread across the 

Queensland, is a key aim of our society. We aim to profile a different weed or pest animal in every edi-

tion of our newsletter. This time we are profiling tree pear, or velvety tree pear (Opuntia tomentosa)  

1. Tree pear is established over large areas of southern and central inland Queensland.  

2. In recent decades there has been a significant increase in tree pear numbers. Possible reasons for 

this increase include the existence of other, more serious cactus species in the same areas, the high 

cost of chemical treatment, and occasional use of tree pear as supplementary fodder during drought. 

3. The impacts of tree pear may not be obvious at first, but become apparent once dense stands have 

formed which outcompete native plants and pasture, provide food and shelter for feral pigs, and 

physically impede farming operations like mustering.  

4. Key features for identification: 1) size, tree pear grows 5 - 6 metres tall, 2) the dull green pads have 

a ‘velvety feel’, owing to the covering of short fine hairs, and 3) the flowers are deep orange in col-

our.  

5. Tree pear produces enormous quantities of fruit. The fruit is egg-shaped, with a red pulp that 

contains large numbers of seeds. The fruit is a popular food source for birds and feral pigs, leading to 

local and long-distance seed dispersal.  

6. There are effective methods of herbicide control available to kill tree pear. The Southern Downs 

Regional Council have developed a fact sheet Control of Tree Pear to assist landholders undertake 

control. 

7. There is also a very useful biological control agent – the cochineal insect Dactylopious opuntiae. 

This insect is established, to varying degree, in most tree pear areas, and attacks both velvet tree 

pear and common pest pear (Opuntia stricta spp). These little critters do great work, but to reach 

their full potential they need a little help from a friend — you. The tiny young insects (<1mm) can 

only travel 3-4 metres on their own, and sometimes need to be manually transferred into new areas 

or to isolated plants. To help move them, simply collect a piece of infected plant material from one 

spot and leave it in another area of tree pear infestation. For more information about how to help 

these industrious insects, see the information sheet Velvet tree pear – Opuntia tomentosa provided 

by North West Weeds.  

Mozambique tilapia (Oreochromis mossambicus) 

http://www.sdrc.qld.gov.au/ArticleDocuments/472/Tree%20Pear%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf.aspx?Embed=Y
http://www.northwestweeds.com.au/sample-page/velvet-tree-pear/

